Jesus the Christ

with the Chinese version and the English version printed side by side

Editor’s note:

I, Simon, used to read the Chinese version of the book Jesus the Christ in
http://www.cultus.hk/Christ/. One day I came across a sentence about resurrection that I did not
fully comprehend. I read that part in the English version and my query answered. I found that
the English version was very well written, simple, literary and easy to understand. An idea
popped up to my mind: why not to present the two versions side by side, for easier reference
and reading?

The work I did 1s simple, though tedious. I divided a page into two columns; used the “cut and
paste” technique to put the Chinese text in the left-hand column, the English text in the right-
hand column. The width of the columns was adjusted carefully so that the number of lines of a
paragraph of the two versions are more or less the same. The punctuation fonts in the Chinese
version were changed to those in the Chinese characters set while that in the English version
were changed accordingly. Unwanted blank space at the beginning of some sentences in the
Chinese version was deleted. Some minor typing errors in the English version were corrected.
English Bible references were changed to their abbreviations (NAB version).

I am grateful to the authors of “Jesus the Christ” and to EV School for allowing me to reset the
texts. The work I did was so simple that [ am contented not to own any copy right to this edition.

If you wish to hear the sound tracks of the texts, please refer to the original publication in
http://www.cultus.hk/Christ/.
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This book introduces the greatest mystery of the
human race — “The face of man”.

This ever-changing “face of man” reflects the similar
difficulties and struggles encountered by different
nations at different times, together with their
expectations and dreams.

We do not have a real photograph of this “man”;
although artists of all centuries have tried to paint his
portrait but only with limitations. Though these
portraits have limitations they may still truthfully
reflect “this face of man” and this “man” was named
Jesus when he was walking on this earth.
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Section 1: Jesus

Jesus is the centre of Christian faith.

Christians certainly need to have a deep and comprehensive
knowledge of him. But even if you are not a Christian, you will
admit that Jesus is a historical figure who has influenced the
destiny of mankind, and you will be interested in learning more
about Him.

When you understand the economic, political, legal,
educational and religious situation of Jesus’ time, and the
standpoint of Jesus, you will understand the impact of Jesus’
words and actions on contemporary people, and why Jesus
brought about the result of the cross for Himself.
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(01) The Life of Jesus
Calculation in AD (Anno Domini)

A monk in the sixth century in (from) northern Europe
calculated that Jesus of Nazareth was born 754 years after the
City of Rome was built (founded) and he took this year as the
first year of AD and this has been used ever since.

This calculation was wrong! According to the information
obtained from later research, Jesus was actually born between
7-5 BC.

Neither was Jesus born on the 25th of December. The date and
month of Jesus’ birth are not known. Christians celebrate
Christmas on December 25th each year, which is just a tradition
derived from believers in the fourth century. They took the day
when the Romans celebrated the sun god to celebrate the
birthday of Jesus who was the sun of righteousness in their
heart.

The date of Jesus’ death can be determined, but the year is
unknown. Jesus was nailed to the cross on the Jewish Passover
preparation day, the day before the Sabbath. Based on the data
of Passover and Sabbath, it is very likely that Jesus died in 30
or 33 AD. Most of the current biblical scholars believe that 30
AD is more accurate. Jesus died at the age between 35 and 38
years old.
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The River in the Life of Jesus

& <

Jesus grew up as a carpenter in Nazareth, but the river that had

the most to do with His life was the River Jordan.

In the year 28 A.D. (15th year of the reign of Caesar
Tiberius, Lk 3:1), there appeared a person who called himself
John the Baptist at the estuary where the River Jordan meets the
Dead Sea. John the Baptist had been living a life of asceticism
in the wilderness (Mt 3:4), proclaiming prophetically the
message of the need for repentance and the coming of judgment
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day. He baptized in the River Jordan those who repented. His
message and deeds soon reached the ears of all the Jews.

Jesus, harkening to the cries of John the Baptist, went at once to
the River Jordan to be baptized. (Mk 1:9) The baptism in the
waters of the River Jordan signaled for Jesus a change in his life.
(Mk 1:11) Without further ado, Jesus began his mission of
announcing the Kingdom of God. Firstly, Jesus accepted the
attitude of John the Baptist towards simple living with its
absolute emphasis on poverty in practice and in spirit. Jesus also
accepted the preaching of John the Baptist affirming God’s
judgment and the need of people to face “that which will come
to pass.” (Lk 3:7-9; Mt 3:7-10)

Jesus then went immediately into the wilderness to experience
what was propounded by John the Baptist: in the midst of
difficulty, emptiness, poverty and struggle, came to an
understanding of God’s will and care so as to experience in
depth the spirit of novelty, wonder and challenges. In the
wilderness, Jesus saw clearly His own vocation, chose His
direction and His way of acting. (Mt 4:1-10; Mk 1:12-13; Mk

8:31; Mk 11:9; Mk 12:13-17; Lk 4:1-13; Jn 6:15)
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The Lake in the Life of Jesus

Jesus enjoyed the greatest popularity and acceptance by the
crowds during the period of His life on the shores of Lake
Galilee.

After leaving the wilderness, Jesus returned to Nazareth (Mt
4:12) but soon he moved to Capernaum as the focal point of His
activities round the shores of Lake Galilee.

Jesus travelled to and fro among the big cities on the lakeshore.
In the city synagogues, on the traversing roads, in little boats
along the lakeside and on meadows in the valley, He preached
to the Jews, tradesmen and gentiles about God’s kingdom, and
He healed the sick attracting crowds everywhere He went
because of the wonders He did. Debates often led to conflicts
with the religious, educational and legal sectors as well as
people in power. For this very reason, the name of Jesus spread
far and wide.

However, this period of grandiosity soon dissipated. When
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After His failure on the shores of Lake Galilee, Jesus decided to
bring the message of God’s kingdom to Jerusalem — the centre
of the Jewish people. This act was the greatest challenge and the
most important decision in the life of Jesus.

The city of Jerusalem was the Jewish centre of politics,
economics, religion and culture as well aa the place where
people of all sorts and sundry gathered. On important feasts, the
Jewish people came from all places for celebration and
Jerusalem became the ideal city for the dissemination of ideas
or for the instigation of crowds. As a matter of fact, rioting often
broke out in this city and the Roman Army had to be called in

to repress the uprisings.

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey people who came
from everywhere to celebrate the Feast of the Passover rallied
around Him and welcomed Him (Mt 21:8-11), making Him all
at once a great celebrity. But Jesus did not accede to the requests
of the crowds; neither did He compromise with those in power.
On the contrary, He went into the Temple and chased away the
traders and customers engaged in buying and selling. With this
act, He proclaimed that God’s kingdom which the Jews were
expecting had already come and that the system and activities
of the Temple should cease. (Mt 21:12-13; Mk 11:15-17)

After this, Jesus stayed on in Jerusalem, debating with those
who wanted to harm Him on various topics (taxation — Mk
12:13-17), (rising from the dead — Mk 12:18-27), relating
parables about the direct conflict between the Pharisees and the
Sadducees (parable of the two sons —Mt 21:28-32), (parable of
the tenants — Mt 21:33-46), (parable of the wedding feast— Mt
22:1-14), and openly chastising the Scribes and the Pharisees.
(Mt 23:13-36)

When Jesus left this city, it was with a cross on His back making

10


http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/54/21.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/54/21.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/55/11.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/55/12.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/55/12.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/54/21.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/54/21.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/54/21.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/54/22.html
http://sbbible.dsbiblecentre.org/part_1/54/23.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/21
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/21
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/21
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/21
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/23

I A LA FE £ F S B K4 His way with great difficulty towards the place of execution

IOy s A rﬂ%’g T oo where He was to be crucified. Those in power had finally found
the excuse to pass the death sentence on Him.

ESE - R o= Please watch - A&~ [ E2H /0= youtube 4HEUh - [1E

VOUtUbe \Z\\%ﬁlj_'l‘ | = [/ b /Lnﬁt] K/uﬁﬁi]

11


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENzs7S4zX_o
http://www.cultus.hk/Christ/video.html
http://www.cultus.hk/Christ/video.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENzs7S4zX_o
http://www.cultus.hk/Christ/video.html
http://www.cultus.hk/Christ/video.html

(02) HREREYESIERSE

FEPRpReE Y W R RN R AT
L EL‘ ° 55@%&'3 ;a?‘ : r,{f\{; = 8
Flageh kL B BGERRTIRAET G
(Babylon) &+ m i > jGige = 1 i T AK
Etw ke (351117

A - B2Y A g o PRpReE A T
= 4R (Abraham) & Z_d} £ 3t - B 253 %
W PR (S ke XA R 0 A &
THE A A EEFF SRR L E
PR B (Moses)ditr > W 3 2 > e
Y EopEctER o A EIRERF R
(Canaan) » #7842 » LB X %L AL - &
o Bp- oo

AEFIR B2
w30 F AR i o iEek(David) 2 FF ¥
U 5| R BB PEE o KA HB0E
RPN 1| B SR L A AR N s
® B+ (Judah)i A B g A
(Israel) o # B % % & 5 I7 it & (Assyria) #7
AR 0 m BE S AR T G A ST R
AT TGS frEct £ A o

1LES o fe PR

z

\]
‘ﬂtﬂ

-

2 o ke

Y

|
P

<.

B
f
"

A 27 (Persia) = B 4= >
(Cyrus) 7o #+ £ i1 g 11 & 7 X & w PR
Bt o £ R o R ETH B %A
end; fif L = (Alexander) * # fEPRFE & o &
2 BB S B RARE PRI S T AR
xR o

\

SAENCE B

\

Al Elig,;ﬁp_éf N PR Bl Ar e $h BT
(Palestine)¥ # & % B B A #7505 0 U 4

PRGNSR P e e dt s
WA AR R RR Sin g
g//—ggrg , lsé—‘:—:/'[,:lf\%r:"%’]]—if m’ci\- ) ﬁ'4=| I

(02) History of Jesus

It is clear from the genealogy of Jesus that Jesus is a descendant of
Abraham. According to the gospel of Matthew (1:17):  “Thus the
total number of generations from Abraham to David is fourteen
generations; from David to the Babylonian exile, fourteen
generations; from the Babylonian exile to the Messiah, fourteen
generations.”

This is a very long history. Jesus’ ancestor, Abraham was a nomad
and had no permanent home. He later settled in Egypt where his
descendants became slaves to the Egyptians and lived a life of toil
and oppression. Then they were rescued by Moses, fled Egypt, and
wandered in the wilderness for decades before entering Canaan and
conquering it. The nation was divided into twelve tribes,
independent of each other.

After settling down, they established the system of judges; followed
by the rule of wise men as kings. The dynasty of David is arguably
the most glorious period in the history of Israel. However, after the
glory, the twelve tribes of Israel were split into the South (Judah)
and the North (Israel). The northern kingdom of Israel was
conquered by Assyria. The southern kingdom of Judah was
captured by the Babylonians, and the Israelites were exiled to
Babylon for decades.

As the great power of Persia emerged, the Persian king Cyrus
ordered the release of all Israelites back to Jerusalem to rebuild their
homeland. The Persian Empire declined and was destroyed by
Alexander the Great, who founded the Greek Empire. The Jews
were forced to Hellenize.

By the time of Jesus, Jerusalem in the Palestine area was ruled by
the Romans. After such a long history, the Israelites’ beliefs, culture,
and living habits had been under the influence of foreigners and the
rulers. This is recorded in the Old Testament.
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We know Jesus Christ and God’s plan of salvation through history.
Similarly, through history, we know that the entire human race is
moving towards God the Father.

Ancestry of the Israelites, exodus from Egypt and
conquer of the Promised Land 1850 BC - 1200 BC
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Ancestry of the Israelites (1850 — 1700 BC)

The first generation — Abraham (Gn 12:1 - 25:18):

Father of faith, in him we can see his deep faith in God. “The
Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and your
father’s household and go to the land I will show you. I will
make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make
your name great, and you will be a blessing.” (Gn 12:1-2) Abram
put his faith in the LORD, who attributed it to him as an act of
righteousness.” (Gn 15:6)

The second and third generation — Isaac and Jacob (Gn
25:19-37:1):

Isaac was the son of Abraham and his wife Sarah that God
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rewarded them when they were old, and Jacob was the son of
Isaac. They all inherited Abraham’s faith in God. Jacob played
a very important role in the history of God’s salvation. (Gn
28:10-22) The Bible recorded a dream of Jacob. In his dream,
he saw a ladder connecting heaven and earth, and the angels of
God were going up and down the ladder; this means that there
is no barrier between God Yahweh and mankind. He gave birth
to twelve sons who became the twelve tribes of Israel. Before
Jacob died, he gave his blessing to his son Judah. Later, when
the eleven tribes of Israel perished, only the tribe of Judah
survived and so Jacob’s blessing was preserved.

The 4th generation — Joseph (Gn 37:2 - 50:26):

Joseph was one of Jacob’s twelve sons. He was betrayed by his
brothers and sold to Egypt. Later, Joseph was appreciated by the
Pharaoh who made him the Prime Minister of Egypt. “Since the
LORD was with him and was bringing success to whatever he
was doing.” (Gn 39:23) Under Joseph’s administration, he
stored enough food for seven years. When the great famine
occurred, only Egypt had enough food to survive. People from
all over the world came to Egypt to buy food from Joseph,
including his brothers. Not only did Joseph forget the past, he
also allowed his brothers to emigrate to Egypt. In Joseph, we
can see a glimpse of Jesus Christ—both suffering and glorified.
Jacob’s whole family moved to Egypt, foreshadowing the
exodus of the Israelites in the future.
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Exodus (1250-1200 BC)

(1) The Lord named Jacob, Israel(Gn 32:29), so Jacob’s
descendants were called Israelites. After they immigrated
to Egypt, they were called Hebrews, meaning migrants.
There were more and more Israelis (Israelites) in Egypt,
and the Egyptians became frightened. They forced the
Israelites to do hard labor (Ex 1:1 - 2:22). Moses became
the savior of Israel (Ex 2:23 - 7:7), and with the help of the
Lord, he led the Israelites out of Egypt (Ex 7:8 - 13:16).

(2) The people of Israel miraculously crossed the Sea of
Reeds, to begin their new life. (Ex 13:17 - 15:21)

(3) Although the Israelites got unlimited help from the Lord in
the wilderness, they complained about Moses and the
Lord. (Ex 15:22 - 18:27)

They arrived in the wilderness of Sinai and camped under the
mountain. The Lord called Moses many times to the mountain
of Sinai and here the covenant was made. The Ten
Commandments were given to the people of Israel to obey (Ex
19:1 - 24:18). The Israelites broke their faith, and the Lord made

a covenant with them one more time. However, they still could
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not withstand the test (Ex 32:1 - 34:28), so that they wandered
in the wilderness for decades (Nm 10:29 - 14:45).

Conquer of the Promised Land (1200 BC)

/

After the death of Moses, the Lord ordered Joshua, the son
of Moses (Moses’ aide): “Moses my servant is dead. So
now, you and the whole people with you, prepare to cross
the Jordan to the land that I will give the Israelites.” (Jos 1:
2)

The Lord is with Josue (Joshua) to help him and the people
of Israel to capture Jericho and Hai. (Jos 5:13 - 8:29)

Josue (Joshua) built an altar on Mount Ebal to offer
sacrifice to the Lord. There on the stone he carved the law
that Moses had written in front of the people of Israel.
Josue (Joshua) read out exactly all the blessings and curses
that were written in the law. (Jos 8:30, 32, 34)

Later Josue (Joshua) led his elite soldiers and militia to
fight against the five kings of Amorites. (Jos 10:1 - 10:43)
“All these kings and their lands Joshua captured all at once,
for the LORD, the God of Israel, fought for Israel.” (Jos
10: 42) The Israelites were able to conquer the southern
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part of Canaan.

The princes from the northern mountains of Canaan and
other places of Canaan united and encamped by the waters
of Merom to fight the Israelites. Josue (Joshua) led his
army to Merom to attack them. In the end, Josue occupied
the whole of Canaan. (Jos 11:5,7 - 16) “As the LORD had
commanded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded

Joshua, and Joshua acted accordingly. He left nothing
undone that the LORD had commanded Moses should be
done.” (Jos 11:15) Josue (Joshua) completed his mission.
“Thus Joshua took the whole land, just as the LORD had
said to Moses. Joshua gave it to Israel as their heritage,
apportioning it among the tribes. And the land had rest
from war.” (Jos 11:23) After that, the twelve tribes of the
Israel divided Canaan among themselves. (Jos 13:1-21:
45).

The Era of Judges, The Monarchy, The Split of the

Kingdoms 1200-931 BC
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The Era of Judges (1200 — 1030 BC)

After Joshua’s death, the people of Israel were governed by
Judges until Saul was appointed king. This period is called the
Era of Judges.

Famous Judges are: Othniel (Jgs 3:7-11), Ehud (Jgs 3:12-30),
Shamgar (Jgs 3:31), Deborah and Barak (Jgs 4:1 - 5:31), Gideon
and Abimelek (Jgs 6:1 - 9:57), Tola (Jgs 10:1-2), Jair (Jgs 10:3-
5), Jephthah (Jgs 11:1 - 12:7), Ibzan (Jgs 12:8-10), Elon (Jgs
12:11-12), Abdon (Jgs 12:13-15), Samson (Jgs 13:1-16:31), and
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Samuel, the last Judge (1 Sm 1:1 - 7:17).

Samuel was the last Judge of the Israelites. When he grew old,
the elders of Israel asked him to appoint a king for them. Samuel
warned them, according to the Lord, that the king would have
many rights and would take away everything possessed by their
sons. “The people, however, refused to listen to Samuel’s
warning.” The LORD answered: “Listen to them! Appoint a
king to rule over them.” (1 Sm 8:19.21)
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The Monarchy (1030-931 BC)

Saul was the first king of the people of Israel (1030 BC). He
ascended to the throne at the age of thirty and reigned as king of
Israel for forty years.” After taking possession of the kingship
over Israel, Saul waged war on its enemies all around and
delivered Israel from the hand of those who were plundering
them. Whenever Saul saw any strong or brave man, he took him
into his service.” (1 Sm 14:47.48.52) Later, Saul did not obey
the Lord's command, plundered and did things that the Lord
didn’t like. The Lord asked Samuel to send a message to Saul:

“I will not return with you, because you rejected the word of the
LORD and the LORD has rejected you as king of Israel.” (1 Sm
15:26)
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“The LORD said to Samuel: How long will you grieve for Saul,
whom I have rejected as king of Israel? Fill your horn with oil,
and be on your way. | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem,
for from among his sons I have decided on a king.” (1 Sm 16:1)
“Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed him in the
midst of his brothers, and from that day on, the spirit of the
LORD rushed upon David.” (1_Sm 16:13) The Messiah
predicted by the prophets was a sprout from Jesse and a bud
from the house of David. This Messiah is Jesus Christ. After
Saul's death, the tribe of Judah and all other successive tribes
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embraced David as king (1010 BC). After David captured
Jerusalem, he made Jerusalem the center of all powers
(religious, political, military and financial). “David was thirty
years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years.” (2
Sm 5:4) Under David’s rule, the people's livelihood was stable
and the territory secured. It is a pity that later David persecuted
the good people because of his lust for women. The Lord sent
the prophet Nathan to warn David and made him repent. David
wanted to know the number of populations under his rule and
ordered a census. “Afterward, however, David regretted having
numbered the people. David said to the LORD: ‘I have sinned
grievously in what I have done. Take away, LORD, your
servant’s guilt, for I have acted very foolishly’.” (2 Sm 24:10)
The Lord sent a prophet to tell David that He would bring
disasters to Israel. “The LORD sent a plague over Israel from
morning until the time appointed.” (2 Sm 24:15) Then David
built an altar to the LORD there, and sacrificed burnt offerings
and communion offerings. The LORD granted relief to the land,
and the plague was withdrawn from Israel.” (2_Sm 24:24)
Although David is king, he is but a mortal and he sinned. But

he believed that the Lord is merciful and will forgive his sins.

When David grew old, he ordered the priest Zadok and the
prophet Nathan to take his son Solomon to Gihon and there
anoint and proclaim him king (970 BC). When David was dying
he told his son, Solomon “Keep the mandate of the LORD, your
God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, commands,
ordinances, and decrees as they are written in the law of Moses,
that you may succeed in whatever you do, and wherever you
turn, and that the LORD may fulfill the word he spoke
concerning me.” (1 Kgs 2:3) “Then Solomon sat on the throne
of David his father, and his kingship was established.” (1 Kgs
2:12) Solomon admired the Lord and obeyed the statutes of his
father David. He also asked the Lord to give him a wise heart
so that he could rule the Lord’s people wisely and be able to
judge between good and evil. “The Lord was pleased by

Solomon’s request.” (1 Kgs 3:10)
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FETZ (ATTRT 931 4F) The split of the kingdoms (931 BC)

WESA&EF A RFIALEALH 24>+ Soon after Solomon's death, the country was divided. The ten
&kd B A 3K F) L % (Ephraim)4E 3> 22 % northern tribes were led by Ephraim. The southern tribes, Judah
= e < (Juda)fr A& F& p? X /% (Benjamin) and Benjamin were led by Judah. They broke from each other.
AR e AR B en A el %k B F The leader who caused the split was Jeroboam, who belonged
(Jeroboam) » i e 2 FLFIL i% > & L #K  to the tribe of Ephraim and was originally thought highly of by
BAATEY o f FEFERIA T A Solomon who asked him to supervise construction projects.
Feit b F - dok St 2 LRk R0 However, Jeroboam, like most of the northern tribes, was
B B g~ L RatRAE S 7 ‘}% o f¢ dissatisfied with Solomon, who was born in the southern tribe

koo AR S HCRIGIRIC L2 o of Judah. He was reluctant to serve Solomon and escaped to
Egypt.

#c B %K 23 #4794 [ F (Rehoboam) ¥ When Solomon’s son, Rehoboam succeeded, he was
PFo e jEm S Ao e s T £ 4T recognized by the southern tribes, but he still had to go to
(Shechem)2 »d&= 4> & £ 7%= i 5 3 o Shechem to seek acceptance from the northern tribes. As soon
et b F - RIZ L TR £433 B¥ as Jeroboam heard the news, he went to Shechem to meet
AP F o A AR % > L Rehoboam, and the two clashed. As a result, the ten northern
X 20 d 7| F(Israel 2 K)o d FE7& B tribes established Israel, the Northern Kingdom, ruled by
Hipom B S ek L w2 Jeroboam. While the southern tribes of Benjamin and Judah
< W(Juda & &) > #4¥5 £ F = 7 < R established Judah, the Southern Kingdom and Rehoboam
23 (%B 7 12:1-13:34)- became king of Judah. (1 Kgs 12:1 - 13:34)

-hé

RGP P F o T EINERGS MM The Kingdom of the North wanted independence and broke

Teom BASHER - A iz Pra 3§ 4 o9 away from Jerusalem. They abandoned the worship of one God

HILo pA et 32 5 L pET 7%k % 5 but accepted the worship of multiple gods. The kings of the

S A E Northern Kingdom were mostly tyrants and there were nineteen
in total.

% B Z?if‘f < BENPRERRTS L Fdcen? w0 In the southern kingdom of Judah, although Jerusalem was the
3 HpER- N 2 RIZE RS center of politics and religion, the kings replaced religious ideals
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with their own set of rules and there were twenty kings in total.

The most prominent thing in this period is the rise of prophets.
In the history of Israel, there have always been prophets. Moses
is called the most important prophet, and Samuel is also a
prophet. The people of Israel often feel the call of their Lord
“Yahweh” and prophets will speak to the people on behalf of
the Lord. The words and deeds of the prophets affected the lives
of the Israelites. The prophets courageously participated in the
political activities of the country, preached important messages
and exhorted the Israelites to worship God instead of evil idols.

Although the most famous prophets came from the South, such
as Isaiah, Jeremiah, but the North is the birthplace of
outstanding prophets. Famous prophets are Elijah, Elisha,
Micah, Amos and Hosea.

Fall of the Northern Kingdom, destruction of the
Temple, the Exile, the return to rebuild (from 721-142
BC)

Fall of the Northern Kingdom (721-333 BC)

After the death of Jeroboam II, the power of Israel quickly
disappeared. There were constant rebellions in the country,
dynasties overthrown and reigning kings mostly killed by
rebels. The Assyrian Empire took advantage of the chaos and
weakness of the Northern Kingdom, invaded the border and
conquered Samaria. It was the year 721 BC. It marked the end
of the Kingdom of the North. The Assyrians deported the ten
tribes of Israel and scattered them all over their territory to do
forced labour. New populations were called in the territory of
Samaria. (2 Kgs 15:1 - 17: 41). Samaria became a city of foreign

and mixed people. The enmity between Jerusalem and Samaria
endured until the time of Jesus.
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The two main tribes of the South were Judah and Benjamin.
There were many Levites (from the tribe of Levi) too, who
worked in the Temple of Jerusalem and there must have been a
number of Israelites from the North, who fled the invasion of
the Assyrians and took refuge in the South. However, the tribe
of Judah (which was the tribe of King David) was the backbone
of the Kingdom of the South. The future Messiah would come
from the house of David.

After the complete disappearance of the ten lost tribes of the
North, the mission of the Kingdom of Judah became very
important: all the promises and the covenants God had made
with the 12 tribes of Israel, had to be taken up and fulfilled by
the Kingdom of Judah.
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Destruction of the Temple, the Exile (587 BC)

Nabucco, the Babylonian king, after several attacks finally
conquered Jerusalem and destroyed the city and the Temple.
The kingdom of Judah fell in 587 BC and the Jews were exiled
to Babylon (2 Kgs 24:1-25:20).

Although at that time the Prophet Jeremiah considered the exile
of the Israelites to Babylon as a punishment for their sins and
infidelities to the Lord, he still encouraged the Israelites to
continue to keep alive their hope in the future. He was
convinced that the Lord would change their destiny: the Lord
would gather them from all the nations and places where He had
banished them and would bring them back to the place from
where they had been exiled. (Jer 29:14)

Prophet Ezekiel gave hope to the exiles in Babylon, by
announcing the plan of God to gather them and bring them back
to Jerusalem. God’s initiative to send His Spirit into the sinners’
hearts was prior to man’s conversion. “I will put my Spirit in
you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep
my laws. You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you
will be my people, and I will be your God.” (Ez 36:27-28) He
also prophesied the rebirth of the nation of Israel and proclaimed
the coming of salvation (Ref. Ez 36:33-38). In the hymn of the
Prophet Isaiah “the Lord’s servant”, he foretold the coming of
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Christ (Ref. Is 42:1-9, Is 52:13 - 53:12).

Another great change that took place in Babylon was the change
of language. Aramaic was the language of the people of that
area; the second generation of exiles spoke Aramaic rather than
Hebrew. The need of the “scribe” (the teacher who understood
Hebrew) arose. The scribe had to explain the Torah in Aramaic
to the Aramaic speaking Jews. Jesus also spoke Aramaic.

The Jerusalem temple had been destroyed and there was no
centralized place of worship. The first concept of the
“synagogue” as a local place of local communities to gather on
the Sabbath day, read the Torah and worship God was born in

Babylon.

Return to their country to rebuild (538-333 BC)

In 539 BC, King Cyrus the Great, the founder of the Persian
Empire, defeated the Babylonians and became the absolute
ruler of the time. He issued an order to allow the Jews to return
home. “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia: “All the kingdoms of
the earth the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me, and
he has charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is
in Judah.” (Ezr 1:2)

So all the Jews returning to Jerusalem took it as their
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responsibility to rebuild the temple. Conflict arose between the
Jews and Samaritans over the construction of the temple, and
years of poor harvests dampened the enthusiasm for rebuilding
the temple. Thanks to the “Third Isaiah” who encouraged
naturalization of the Gentiles, the desire to rebuild the temple
was rekindled. Due to the encouragement from prophets of the
time and later prophets the temple was finally rebuilt. (Ezr 1:1 -
6:22)

Under the Rule of Greeks (333-142 BC)
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The Persian Empire, which had conquered many nations,
gradually declined due to successive years of civil strife.
Alexander the Great rose to power and easily defeated the
Persians to establish the Greek Empire in 331 BC (1 Mc 1:1 -
4). This talented young king actually conquered the countries of
the Near East and Egypt in just 13 years. His ideal was to smelt
the culture of ancient East and the art of Greece into one, so that
human kind would have only one culture. In order to realize this
ideal he would leave behind the Greek culture in places he
conquered. He would try hard to spread the Greek culture,
language, customs among the conquered peoples. The Jewish
nation was also greatly affected; their religion was put to the test
and was in danger which became apparent after the death of
Alexander the Great.

After the death of Alexander, his four officers wanted to take
over the Greek Empire and they fought against one another. As
a result, the Greek empire was torn apart, and each officer took
his own territory and followers (1 _Mc 1:7-9). The Jewish
territory was first governed by the Ptolemy dynasty that ruled
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Egypt. Later in 200 BC it was governed by the Seleucus dynasty
that ruled Syria. The kings of Syria tried their best to Hellenize
the Jewish nation which rose to resist all foreign religious
customs in order to maintain their religious beliefs and laws and
would even sacrifice their lives. This is the Maccabean war to
defend their faith in 167-142 BC. During this revolution, the
Syrian kings used tricks, inducements, and even violence to
force the Jewish people to abandon their religion. When many
Jews gave up due to cowardice, there were many valiant ones
who fought for their faith and freedom (1 Mc 3:1 -16:22).

Under the Rule of Romans (63 BC)
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On the one hand, the Maccabees fought bravely against the
persecution of the Greek kings; on the other hand, they used
political activities to form alliance with the emerging Romans.
In the Roman Empire, both the Jews and Judah were under the
protection of Rome (1 Mc 15:15-24). At the beginning, Rome
only promised to help the Maccabees on paper. This was the
first contact between the Romans and the Jews. However, the
uprising of Maccabees gradually lost the spirit of defending the
faith, and the whole movement was a struggle for power within
the Maccabees family. Eventually the Hasmonaeans dynasty
was established by the son of one of the brothers of Maccabees.

From this time on, there were constant revolts for political
power among families. In the Hasmonean dynasty the King was
the Priest as well. At that time, the glory of David’s Kingdom
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seemed to be restored; but in reality, it was still a corrupt
dynasty. Family disputes caused the dynasty to decline. At
worst, the Roman army was called upon to stop the family
feuds. Previously the Jews sought help from Rome to fight
against Syria but now they were called upon to fight against
their own family members. This shows that the relationship
between the Jews and the Romans had changed.

In 63 BC, the Roman general Pompeius settled the dispute
between two brothers in the dynasty and sent troops to capture
Jerusalem, but on the way Pompeius was killed in Egypt. Caesar
succeeded as the leader of Rome and conquered and ruled the
whole of Palestine. Then Caesar was assassinated in 44 BC.
Augustus became the first king of Rome in 31 BC, and he ruled
Rome until his death in 14 AD. Tiberius succeeded and became
the Roman Emperor (14-37 AD).

Jesus was born under Emperor Augustus and died under
Emperor Tiberius.
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(03)Jesus’ Vision

As we all know, Jesus did not leave any written records to tell
us about his thinking and work. After Jesus’ resurrection, when
his disciples went out to preach the Gospel, they then began to

realize the necessity of a written record.

To understand Jesus, we can learn from his contacts with all
kinds of people during his lifetime, especially when He is
debating or He is in conflict with learned people such as priests,
scribes, zealots, Sadducees, Pharisees and Essenes. We can
then, from different angles and situations, get to understand
Jesus’ opinion of Jewish society and religion of His time and

His vision and ideal.

Riches and Poverty
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In Jesus’ times, most Palestinians were farmers, and fishermen;

then there were craftsmen, shepherds and lastly traders.

At that time, due to overpopulation, drought, infertility of land,
poor trading and heavy taxation, the majority of the people were
unemployed and lived in poverty. Beggars were everywhere.
The richest people were the nobles, the priests, the landlords and
the tax-collectors.

One of the reasons why the Jews lived in poverty was heavy
taxation. Besides the taxes to the temple, Jews had to pay taxes
to the Roman government. The census would be done every 14
years in order to collect property and personal tax which could
be paid in cash or in kind and would be collected by the Roman
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government officials. Tariffs were the taxation of goods
collected by the Jewish tax-collectors who then submitted to the
Roman officials. Every year, rights of tax-collection were open
for bidding. The Romans granted the rights to the highest
bidder, who in his turn granted the rights to smaller tax-
collectors, who tried to squeeze as much money as they could
from the people using all sorts of immoral means and kept the
surplus as their own profit. These Jewish tax-collectors were
hated by the people for obeying a foreign authority and for
robbing the poor. That was why they were considered “public

sinners.’

Currency in the time of Jesus
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Jesus was born into a poor carpenter’s family and lived a simple
life. He saw that money bound and deceived people’s hearts and
stifled the words of the Lord. Jesus pointed out that one could
not serve God and money at the same time. (Mt 6:24) Jesus
never despised money. He accepted invitations for banquets
from the rich. Sometimes people even accused Jesus of
enjoying eating and drinking. Jesus accepted financial support
from women and did not refuse the gift of expensive oil. It is
evident that Jesus kept his internal freedom in front of both
riches and poverty. With this freedom, Jesus preached the
kingdom of heaven and preached the gospel to the poor; he even
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invited many tax-collectors who were regarded as recognized
sinners to follow him. As St. Paul’s Apostle said: “The Lord
Jesus Christ was rich, but he became poor for you, so that you
may become rich because of his poverty.” (2 Cor 8:9)
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Violence and Mercy

In the time of Jesus, there was a group of fanatic social
extremists. They looked forward to the coming of the Messiah,
the descendant of David, to revive the previous glory of the
Jewish people. The Romans called them Sicarii, bandits or
thieves. Their official name is Zealots which means ‘devoted’ in
Greek. They adored only one Lord and would not accept the
Roman emperor as their god. They would not participate in the
Roman census either, because this would mean to confirm
submission to Rome and it would oblige the Jews to pay taxes.
Hence, the Zealots and the Romans (including the Jews who
supported the Romans) were bitter enemies. The Zealots
believed that the Roman Empire would suppress all activities of
the Messiah. Hence, they advocated violence in order to get
away from the jurisdiction of Rome, to gain independence and
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to establish a new Kingdom of God. They went into the city to
start guerilla warfare, with more frequent incursions during big

festivals or celebrations.

One of Jesus’ apostles, Simon, was a Zealot. Many people
hoped that Jesus was what they were waiting for: their hero
Messiah. Even Jesus’ apostles were having such an expectation.
Indeed, people would mistake Jesus as a Zealot. For example,
Jesus opposed human authority, encouraged people not to be
afraid to die, triumphantly entered into Jerusalem, drove
merchants away from the Holy Temple. All these actions were
considered provocative. At the end at the trial the crowds
condemned him as a Zealot.

Jesus was not a Zealot. He did not have any political
motivations, or plans for revolution. He did not use sensitive
occasions to incite the people; he appropriately answered
questions about paying taxes; he did not advocate rebellion; he
showed he was a meek king by riding on a donkey; he asked
people to love their enemies, to see through failures, to take up
serving people as the highest honor; he did not use violence to
resist those who arrested him. In the Garden of Gethsemane:
“And behold, one of those who accompanied Jesus put his hand
to his sword, drew it, and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting
off his ear.” Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into
its sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.”
(Mt 26:51-52)
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Religion and the Compassion

Priests in Jesus’ time consisted of privileged nobles, most of
whom belonged to the Sadducees. Their duty was to convey the
will of the Lord, to teach the people, and to preside over
sacrifices. In fact, they had apparently abdicated the first two
duties, only formally performing lucrative sacrificial duties.
Jesus saw that the whole system of sacrifices, temple and priests
had become dead and needed a radical reform. When the right
opportunity arose, Jesus would go into the temple, unmasked
the corruption of the system and challenged those who defended
that obsolete system. Jesus repeatedly quoted the prophet Hosea
who said “For it is love that I desire, not sacrifice” (Hos 6:6) to
express his idea on religious rituals. And “To love God with all
your heart, with all your understanding, with all your strength,
and to love your neighbor as yourself is worth more than all
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” (Mk 12:32-33).

Politically, the priests were happy to flatter the Romans for their
own benefit. As for traditions and laws, they only cared about
keeping things as they were, such as preserving the rituals of
sacrifice and keeping the Sabbath. In fact, they were skeptical
about resurrection, angels, devils, etc. They were very
concerned about the populace’s relationship with the Romans to

reduce the chance of social unrest.

Once, when Jesus told the parable of the good Samaritan, he
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gave an example: a businessman who was robbed, lying half-
dead on the ground; a priest and a Levite passed by and ignored
him. “But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved
with compassion at the sight.” (Lk 10:33)

Please watch - FREEE}F  HFEEGE ' H 7= youtube
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Education and Life
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During the time of Jesus, most teachers were Pharisees and they
were also members of the Sanhedrin. They were considered to
be an elitist group of educated, honored and powerful people. In
the area of ethics, law and religious teachings, they considered
themselves to be the experts. Because of their renowned
reputation they attracted people from the upper and middle
classes to learn from them about the Law and rules, and become
their disciples. The relationship between a scribe and his
disciples was based on the passing on of knowledge at the
rational level. In their schools, the scribe had to teach the ways
of living out their Jewish faith into everyday life. Jesus was not
a scribe, but still many people called him Master/Rabbi. In
reality, like a rabbi, Jesus took in disciples, gave them special
guidance and teaching. Jesus was aware of himself being a
master. However, there is a uniqueness in the criteria and the
way with which Jesus called his disciples.
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In the region of Lake Galilee, from among those ordinary
fishermen, tax-collectors, Zealots, ..., Jesus chose his disciples.
The master-disciple relationship between Jesus and his
followers was one that was initiated by Jesus. He went out to
search for his own disciples instead of waiting for admirers to
come to join him. He made this very clear to his disciples when
he said, “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you.”
(Jn_15:16) Jesus’ disciples had hoped to be led by a national
hero. Despite the fact that Jesus refused to be the hero people
had expected him to be, they continued to follow him. What
they had received was not a set of rules and regulations, but the
mission to spread the good news. Due to the fact that Jesus was
a travelling preacher - going from one place to another, the
twelve apostles that he chose to be with him became united as
one body, bonded together by friendship. Jesus said: “I have
given you a model to follow, so that as [ have done for you, you
should also do.” (Jn 13:15) Jesus Himself nurtured this small
community — demanding that his followers renounced and
abandoned their old set of value system — in order to embrace
the joy of the Kingdom of God; He also bestowed on them the
mission of proclaiming the coming of God’s kingdom. To be a
disciple of Jesus, one’s purpose is not so much to become a
master one day and to have one’s own disciples, rather, it is for
the purpose of forming a community to serve the world — to be
the salt of the earth, light of the world, and the wheat in the field.
After Jesus’ resurrection, his apostles went forth to the ends of
the earth to bear Him witness — becoming the model for all

Jesus’ followers in generations to come.
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At the time of Jesus, the Essenes were very booming, with about
4,000 people, a group of strict ascetic devout Jews. The Essenes
existed since the times of the Maccabees. They were patriotic
Jews, descendants of the Hasidim. On the one hand they could
not accept the culture of the Greek Empire. On the other hand
they could not accept the way of worship of the priests in the
Holy Temple in Jerusalem, which they considered corrupt. Nor
could they accept the Pharisees’ compromise with society in
their daily lives. Therefore, they withdrew into the desert (1 Mc
2:29, 1 Mc 7:13-17). They considered the world being impure,

filled with sin and darkness. In order to keep the absolute law of

purity, they had to leave the world and prepare in the desert the
way of the kingdom. Since they isolated themselves from the
world and did not like contacting with outsiders there is no
record of them meeting with Jesus or the disciples in the New
Testament.

The difference between Jesus and the Essenes is: Though Jesus
knew there was evil in the world he did not abhor nor fear it. He
stressed that he and his believers “belonged to the world and yet
do not belong to the world,” (Jn 15:18-19), He asked his
disciples to be the “salt of the earth” and “light of the world”.
(Mt 5:13-14). He prayed to God the Father: “I do not ask that
you take them out of the world but that you keep them from the
evil one.” (Jn 17:15).

Jesus did not come to judge the world (Jn 12:47), but he came
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so that they may have life, and have it to the full. (Jn 10:10).
Jesus did not accept the world’s standard of wealth, fame and
power; He did not separate the “clean” from the “unclean”, (Mk
7:14-19), the “sacred” from the “worldly”.(Mk 2:23-28) He
contacted all kinds of people including those rejected by society
the blind and
delivered to them the good news of the Kingdom of God.

like the tax-collectors, prostitutes, lepers,

Jesus did not preach asceticism and did not opt for a monastic
style of community life for his disciples, such as fixed rules of
daily life, timetable, ascetic practices. Jesus did not even ask the
disciples to cut off from family ties (Jn 2:1); rather the most
important thing was to free oneself from all social restrictions in
order to serve people, for example to heal the sick, to exorcise,
to spread the kingdom of God (Lk 9:1-2); (Mk 6:7; Mt 10:1; Mt
13:35) to free oneself by forgiving others and to reconcile with
them. Mk 11:25, Mt 5:24)

Jesus was not a king, a priest, a scribe or a monk. He was an
ordinary man without any power or money. His teachings of the
kingdom were for the ordinary people, He valued the ordinary
people and he preached the kingdom of heaven to ordinary
people, (Lk 6:20-26 ; Mt 5:1-12) the handicapped, (Mt 11:5-6)
and sinners. (Mt 21:31-32) He believed that man needed to free
himself of all class structures, to become a servant of all people
and to serve the world. (Mk 9:35, Mt 23:11)

When Jesus left the city, he carried the cross and was led with
difficulty to the place of execution; the rulers had found a
pretext to nail him to the cross.
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In Jesus’ time, the population of Jerusalem was about sixty
thousand and there were six thousand Pharisees. Most Pharisees
were ordinary people, like, carpenters, craftsmen, farmers,
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regular meetings and meals. These meetings were mostly held
on the night before the Sabbath (Friday).

The Pharisees were very strict about the tithes (the offering of

one tenth of all their possessions). Even at the market place, if
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some items, had not offered the one tenth to the priest, they
would add an extra one tenth of the value of the item bought and

offered to the priest.

The admission into a community of Pharisees was very strict.
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which the candidate had to prove he could observe the rules of
the community. The washing of hands before a meal was

2 A wn & R 55 d 4 2 considered a rule that had to be kept absolutely. Anyone who

had happened to come in contact with an impure animal like a
camel, rabbit, pig, the blood, the dead body or faeces, would
automatically be considered impure and had to go through a
special purification ritual before participating in any form of
worship.

The Pharisees looked down upon all those who did not observe
the law and upon all Gentiles. Tax collectors, prostitutes,

gamblers and money-lenders were all considered public sinners.

AEA o Z2JIE A S R % F 7 ¥ A7 Pharisees thought that some sins such as murder, adultery,
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heresy and disrespect of the law could never be forgiven. They
encouraged people to observe the law very strictly in order to
avoid any punishment from God for breaking the law
unconsciously. Jesus’ thinking on such strict adherence to the
Law: “They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them on
people’s shoulders, but they will not lift a finger to move them.”
(Mt 23:4) On conceited teachers: “Can a blind person guide a
blind person? Will not both fall into a pit? (Lk 6:39) On
uncleanness: “It is not what enters one’s mouth that defiles that
person; but what comes out of the mouth is what defiles one”.
(Mt 15:11)

As for the rewards, Jesus believed that man’s relationship with
God was not based on man’s merits, but only on God’s mercy.
The reward is not the fruit of man’s labour (one reaps what one
sowed), but the gift of God’s benevolence. Man must have faith
in God: “And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones to drink because he is a disciple—amen, I say
to you, he will surely not lose his reward.” (Mt 10: 42) Jesus
said: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest
and the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. The whole law and the prophets
depend on these two commandments.” (Mt 22: 37-40)
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(04) Jesus’ Proclamation of the

Kingdom of God
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Modern scientists humbly admit that their knowledge of the
mysteries of the universe is so limited that they can say they
hardly know at all. Because what is hidden is thousands of times

more than what has been revealed.

The author of the world famous children’s literature “The Little
Prince” used his inspiration as a poet to describe the facts of life.
The author thinks “that only by looking with the heart can one
see clearly; the important things are invisible to the eye.” The
little prince said that “the desert is beautiful because somewhere
it conceals a well.” ‘Conceal’ and ‘mystery’ are two key words
in the Bible and the concealed mysteries are the most
fascinating. “The mystery of the kingdom of God has been
granted to you. But to those outside everything comes in
parables.” (Mk 4:11)

The Apostle Paul wrote in the letter to the Romans (Rom 16:25-
26) “that Jesus Christ was the mystery kept secret for long ages
but now manifested.”

Knowing the kingdom of heaven is gradual, just like knowing
parts of the Bible. The Bible describes the course of human
history but does not mention the kingdom of heaven. To
understand the kingdom of heaven one must read the whole
Bible.
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Even without counting the period of history from Abraham to
the Revelation (from Genesis chapter 1 to 11), the Bible covers
4,000 years of human history. During this long period of human
history, the major events are the threads of the entire history of
salvation. “Kingdom of God” is one of the key words
mentioned. Although it says “the kingdom of God”, it is actually
related to “people”.

The “Kingdom of Heaven” written in the Bible was actually the
“Kingdom of God”. According to the Jewish tradition, the name
of God could not be called upon and therefore they used the
term “Kingdom of Heaven”.

St. Matthew was a Jew who tried to avoid naming God so he
wrote “Kingdom of Heaven” in his Gospel whereas St. Luke

was not a Jew so he used “Kingdom of God” in his.

The Kingdom of God and Man
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The kingdom of God is related to man and the relationship is in
the order of: relationship between man and God, between man
and man, between man and the earth. In these three
relationships, God is the protagonist. “Then the LORD God
formed the man out of the dust of the ground and blew into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”
(Gn 2:7) Thus man and God and man and the earth established
a very close relationship. God said, “The LORD God said: It is
not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suited to
him.” (Gn 2:18) God created a family.
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Man was born from the earth and became the children of the
carth. Man realized that God created him, not as a work of art
to look at, but to share his “breath™ and his “life”. The ground
work was laid down in the body of Adam and Eve, so that men
can also share his breath of life, to continue to create and
function. Without the “breath” of God, man cannot survive and
will return to the dust from which he came. “Send forth your
spirit, they are created and you renew the face of the earth.” (Ps
104:29-30) The Bible describes that God often invites man to
enter into this relationship and this is a gift from God.

After God created everything, due to the disobedience of man,
sin entered the world and destroyed this relationship. And the
whole world is filled with sins. Although God sent the flood to
cleanse the earth, he rejuvenated the earth with life again.
Before the flood, God invited Noah and his family into the ark
and re-establish the relationship with them. Noah and his family
is the symbol of the new mankind saved by God. (Gn 7-9) The
Bible often related surprises: just like the floods that seem to
destroy but in fact restore life. Another surprise is the covenant
made between God and man. God promised that there would be
no more floods to destroy the earth. God set a rainbow in the
clouds to serve as a sign of the covenant between him and the
earth. (Gn 9:13)

The relationship established between God and Noah cannot be
reversed but can only go forward towards fulfilment.
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One of the surprises recorded in the Bible is that God chose a
nation to carry out God’s salvation and this nation is the
descendants of Abraham. “I will bless you and make your
descendants as countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of
the seashore; your descendants will take possession of the gates
of their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the
earth will find blessing, because you obeyed my command.”
(Gn 22:17-18) Abraham never had such extravagant hopes and

yet God chose him, which was completely unexpected.

The Covenant on Sinai was another surprise. Deuteronomy
records: “It was not because you are more numerous than all the
peoples that the LORD set his heart on you and chose you; for
you are really the smallest of all peoples. It was because the
LORD loved you and because of his fidelity to the oath he had
sworn to your ancestors, that the LORD brought you out with a
strong hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from
the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.” (Dt 7:7-8) God fulfilled
his covenant with Abraham and made the people of Israel his
people and made himself their God. (Dt 29:12)

Deuteronomy also stated clearly: “The hidden things belong to
the LORD our God, but the revealed things are for us and for
our children forever, to observe all the words of this law.” (Dt
29:28)

After that, God made David the king of Judah and made a
covenant with him. God would raise up a descendant in the
family of David and the Lord would strengthen his kingship.
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“He it is who shall build a house for my name, and I will
establish his royal throne forever.” (2 Sm 7:13) This is our Lord,
Jesus Christ.

The purpose of the relationship between man and man and man
and God is not for one man or one race but for mankind. This is
the gift of God to all mankind.

The Bible records that most of the descendants of Abraham
were exiled to Babylon. Abraham’s dream seemed to be
destroyed and the covenant with God ended. The entire people
of Israel felt extreme disappointment and pain and found it hard
to believe in God’s promise.

Prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel continued to
comfort the people of Israel and tried to convince them to
believe that God would build a better future for his people. God
said through Isaiah: “Remember not the events of the past, the
things of long ago consider not; See, I am doing something new!
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? In the wilderness I

make a way, in the wasteland, rivers.” (Is 43:18-19)

The people of Israel should not think about the past, but should
look forward to the future.
things to you, hidden events you never knew. You never heard,

“From now on I announce new

you never knew, they never reached your ears beforehand ...
Now I want to announce new things, secret things that you don’t
know.” (Is 48:6-8) “But this is the covenant I will make with the
house of Israel after those days. ... I will place my law within

them, and write it upon their hearts; I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. Everyone, from least to greatest, shall know
me—for I will forgive their iniquity and no longer remember
their sin.” (Jer 31:33-34) “T will sprinkle clean water over you
to make you clean. [ will give you a new heart, and a new spirit
I will put within you. I will put my spirit within you so that you
walk in my statutes, observe my ordinances, and keep them.
You will live in the land I gave to your ancestors; you will be
my people, and I will be your God.” (Ez 36:25-28)
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The Turning Point in the History of Salvation
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God’s actions were mysterious and unpredictable. The Lord
wanted to bring his people back to Jerusalem from Babylon.
This plan of God was nothing short of a historical miracle. God
invited a Gentile, Cyrus, who did not know God at all, to be the
anointed one to carry out his plan. This indeed was is a turning
point in the history of salvation. (Is 45:1-4)

The surprise of this turning point is the expectation of the people
from God — Salvation. This is the beginning of the era of Grace
which marks the end of the authoritarian era. As John said:
“What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we looked upon and touched with
our hands concerns the Word of life — for the life was made
visible; we have seen it and testify to it and proclaim to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was made visible to us
— what we have seen and heard we proclaim now to you, so
that you too may have fellowship with us; for our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing
this so that our joy may be complete.” (1 Jn 1:1-4) What people
expected in the past is now seen with their eyes and touched
with the hand. “Through him was life, and this life was the light
of the human race.” (Jn 1:4)

The gospel bears witness that Jesus is the Messiah (that means
Christ in Greek). “We have found the Messiah” (which is
translated Anointed.” (Jn 1:41) Ancient scriptures have also
recorded: “We have found the one about whom Moses wrote in
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the law, and also the prophets, Jesus, son of Joseph, from
Nazareth.” (Jn 1:45) Jesus also enlightened them and asked
them to study the scriptures and explained to them what was
written in the Scriptures that the Messiah must suffer and die.
But on the third day he will rise up from the dead. It all must
begin in Jerusalem. They must preach repentance to all nations
in his name to obtain salvation and forgiveness of sins. (Lk
24:45-47) In fact, God’s salvation is available to all mankind.
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved”. (Mk 16:16)
Therefore, Jesus commanded the apostles: “you will receive
power when the holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8; Acts 13:47) The good news
of God’s salvation was first given to the people of Israel, but

from Jesus onwards, “Whoever fears him and acts uprightly is
acceptable to him: as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ,
who is Lord of all.” (Acts 10:35-36)

God seeks people
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Jesus’ words and lifestyle clearly show that God takes the
initiative and he is the Father who always takes the first step.
This father never sits around waiting for sinners to return. He
often takes the initiative to find sinners, like a shepherd with a
hundred sheep, will leaves behind the ninety-nine sheep in the
wilderness, to go and look for the one that is lost. (Lk 15:4-6)
Jesus repeatedly declares: “I have not come to call the righteous
to repentance but sinners.” (Lk 5:32) “For the Son of Man has
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come to seek and to save what was lost.” (Lk 19:10) To this end,
Jesus likes to go together with publicans and sinners. (Mk 2:15-
17) These actions of Jesus often stun those who do not
understand what mercy is. They will not understand what Jesus
said: “I tell you, in just the same way there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous people who have no need of repentance.” (Lk 15:7) In
fact, before sinners confessed and repented their sins God has
already given them mercy. (Jn 8:10-11, Mk 2:5) At the Last
Supper, Jesus washed the feet of his disciples who were

completely bewildered (Jn 13:1-11); even if Judas did not show
remorse, Jesus would show him compassion. (Jn 13:26) Jesus
did not demand atonement, fasting, or self-denial in order to be
forgiven. All they need is to give a simple request: “O God, be
merciful to me a sinner.” (Lk18:13) Just like, the thief who was
nailed to the cross beside Jesus, said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” (Lk 23:42) In fact, when
Jesus was nailed to the cross, he asked the Heavenly Father to
forgive everyone: “Father, forgive them, they know not what
they do.” (Lk 23:34)

In Chapter 15 of the Gospel of Luke, in the parable of the lost
son — this younger son after squandering all his money and
living a wasteful life, wanted to go home. He apologized to his
father: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I
no longer deserve to be called your son.” (Lk 15:21) The father
did not care whether his son’s repentance was genuine or not,
he was anxious to order his servant to prepare a feast to celebrate
the return of his son. The father’s behavior made the elder son
dissatisfied and he said to his father, “Look, all these years I
served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never
gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends.” (Lk
15:29) He was reluctant to participate in this banquet. Here,
Luke only described the dissatisfaction of the elder son and did
not criticize him, and emphasized that he should understand his
father’s compassion, and should with peace and joy take part in
the feast to welcome back the return of the prodigal son. (Lk
15:31-32) The elder son represents those who believe that the
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heavenly father’s mercy should only be bestowed on the
righteous people who follow the rules, exercise self-control, do
good deeds. They do not understand the mercy of the Heavenly
Father.

All prophecies about the Messiah were fulfilled in Jesus,
reaching an irreversible level. If we read again the prophecies
or parables just on the superficial level, we will feel how
exaggerated these prophecies or parables are. “The light of the
moon will be like the light of the sun, and the light of the sun
will be seven times greater, like the light of seven days, on the
day the LORD binds up the wounds of his people and heals the
bruises left by his blows.” (Is 30:26) “No longer shall the sun be
your light by day, nor shall the brightness of the moon give you
light by night; Rather, the LORD will be your light forever, your
God will be your glory.” (Is 60:19) This is to express the
overflow of grace just like the salvation brought by the Messiah:
the healing of the sick, the resurrection of the dead, the calming
of the storm etc. One must not only look at the power of these
happenings but rather look at the gift of God, filled with the
Holy Spirit, that penetrated deeply into the human heart.

Salvation is a Gift from God

B

BT A R

Salvation is universal. The Apostles went everywhere to preach
the Gospel, and the message of Jesus was the salvation given to
mankind. “That in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ
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Jesus.” (Eph 2:7) The central theme of St. Paul's preaching was
the conversion of sinners manifesting the salvation of Jesus in
the forgiveness of sins. Forgive our sins with salvation. The
apostles, especially Paul, emphasized in evangelization that
man’s redemption did not depend on one’s merits of man, but
on the grace of God. It was arrogant to think that one could rely

on one’s own merits to be saved.

The history of salvation at the stage of Jesus was when mankind
received a second creation — a new creation. “For we know
that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have
a building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal
in heaven.” (2 Cor 5:1) This new creation enveloped the whole
creation — all created beings. (Rom 8:18-21)

Human beings received a new life, not by human effort or merit,
but by privilege through the intervention of God. “For by grace
you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it
is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may boast. For
we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works
that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.”
(Eph 2:8-10) The Bible dealt with this new creation with care to
avoid misinterpretation. St. Paul pointed out that God saved not
because of the fall of humankind but God had to fulfill his plan
of salvation. (Eph 1:4-14)

God’s plan was “that all things work for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Rom 8:28)
“For those he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers. And those he predestined he also called; and
those he called he also justified; and those he justified he also
glorified.” (Rom 8:29-30) “Yet you have made him little less
than a god, crowned him with glory and honor.” (Ps 8:6) Indeed,
we can see in Christ this perfect masterpiece.
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stressed God’s grace and forgiveness come first, then followed
by action of man. “Therefore, since we have been justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access [by faith] to this grace in
which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.”
(Rom 5:1-2) This faith is positive and creative. “For in Christ
Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for
anything, but only faith working through love.” (Gal 5:6)

St. Paul never failed to remind believers to live according to the
grace of God and to act in accordance with the grace of God. He
emphasized God’s grace and forgiveness first, followed by
human virtuous actions. “Not only that, but we also boast of
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
now received reconciliation.” (Rom 5:11) The first task of
evangelization is to impart God’s grace. “And all this is from
God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and given
us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, God was reconciling
the world to himself in Christ, not counting their trespasses
against them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
So we are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God.” (2 Cor 5:18-20)

Many times, when explaining the chapters of the Bible, much
emphasis is put on sins, human responsibilities, rules and
restrictions, painting a gloomy picture of creation. Please read
Genesis Chapter 2 carefully. Pay attention to the fact that after
God’s creation he placed man in paradise, equipped with all
facilities for a healthy and happy life. Everything given was for
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the happiness and enjoyment of man. The third chapter of
Genesis records that before the original sin was committed,
according to the description of the woman, God’s command is
positive, letting people see the truth, kindness and beauty.
People just need to obey.

God only explains this command to man, not to other creatures,
because man can obey orders, man is the most free and perfect.
Man is a creature who can speak on behalf of God. Man is the
spokesman of God, a prophet. This command of God is an
expression of justice and love. God also gives man a duty: man
is to take care of all other creatures. God wants all creatures to
be governed by man. The special characteristics of other
creatures will serve man for the benefits of one another. This is
a glorious act of God. Before the original sin, God made a

covenant with man. Man is unique, and is full of God’s grace.

Furthermore, before the original sin, the trust and love between
God and man is secured. But man forgets the source of
happiness, is stupid enough to be ungrateful, reveals his
weakness and fails to demonstrate the communion with God.
But as readers of the Bible, we must be careful not to
misunderstand and to be pessimistic towards man’s salvation.
We must not forget that God is the Lord of history, that he is
faithful, faithful to his love. Remember: “Where sin increased,
grace overflowed all the more.” (Rom 5:20)

The history of salvation shows God’s free love is inexhaustible.
(Rom 8:31-39) The Bible praises man because they express
their identity as children of God. This identity is not passive.
The most important thing is that man can pass on love, and love
creates hope. This is true in all times, where there is love there
1s hope. This transmission of love will continue until the whole
creation is filled with love, and all creations are in God, “that
God may be all in all.” (1 Cor 15:28)
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Philosophers, sociologists, psychologists, anthropologists, and
even theologians have given many different definitions of man;
yet the Bible has no substantive definition of man, but the Bible
captures three relationships of man in different situations: man
and God, man and man, man and earth. The biblical account
gives a gradual understanding of the question of “what is man?”
Genesis begins by saying, “So God created man in his own
image”, (Gn 1:27) and from the very beginning of this first man
created by God, man is constantly searching for this perfect
portrait of God, and this portrait has progressed in the course of
history; just as modern scientists, when studying bees, find that
although they fly in all directions, they have a very close
connection with other bees, and they do not act independently.
When scientists work on a project, they recognize many other
things. Because everything in the universe, on the surface,
seems to operate independently, but in fact it is related to each
other. People are also like this.

The first and second chapters of Genesis describe human
creation, and they are very beautiful and moving. Biblical
scholars estimate that Genesis was written around 500 B.C. It
was a time of great misery for the Jews, most of whom were
exiled to Babylon and lived in slavery. Most of the historical
materials of the past were preserved in their memories and were
rarely recorded in books. The exiled Jews came from different
parts of Palestine and were of different status, including priests
and those who held various positions in the Temple. The nation
of Israel was divided between those from the North and those
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from the South, and they were all keen to preserve their
traditions. However, in the face of this great tragedy, the lines of
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that remained in their minds no longer distinguished between
north and south, it all belonged to the Jewish people.
Understanding the above background will make everyone more
aware of appreciating the Bible book and understanding the
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the same as those of today. It is therefore important to read the
Bible without prejudice and to enjoy the way stories and

parables are portrayed and expressed.

“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when
they were created. In the day that the Lord God made the earth

and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet on the earth

77 and no herb of the field had yet sprung up — for the Lord God

has not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to
till the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water
the whole face of the ground — then the Lord God formed man
from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and the man became a living being.” (Gn 2:4-7)

The Book of Genesis describes man’s creation in a few short
sentences, which are often repeated in the Bible. The “man”
spoken of in the Bible is an amazing mystery. “I praise you, for
I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your
works; that I know very well.” (Ps 139:14) The Bible often
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describes man in extreme contrasts. “Then God said: let the
earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind. So
God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.” (Gn 1:26-27)
“And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and
there he put the man whom he had formed.” (Gn 2:8) “The Lord
God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it
and keep it.” (Gn 2:15)

God forms man from the dust of the earth, “all that is of earth
(Sir
40:11) Man should wake up to the fact that death will come
suddenly, and the seeds of death will sprout and grow at any

returns to earth, and what is from above returns above.”

time. From the day he leaves his mother’s womb, he will face
death, and no one, rich or glorious, or poor as a child, will be
spared. “To all creatures, human and animals.” (Sir 40:8) Jobs
said, “Why did I not die at birth, come forth from the womb and
expire?” (Jb 3:11) For he knew man’s end well: “As the cloud
fades and vanishes, so those who go down to Sheol do not come
up.” (Jb 7:9) The Biblical Book of Wisdom shows that death is
man’s greatest challenge, but it also shows that of all animals,
only man is aware of his own vulnerability. “No one has power
over the wind to restrain the wind, or power over the day of
death.” (Eccl 8:8) “Then I saw the wicked buried; they used to
go in and out of the holy place, and were praised in the city
where they had done such things. This also is vanity.” (Eccl
8:10) “God is testing them to show that they are all but animals.
For the fate of humans and the fate of animals is the same; as
one dies, so dies the other. They all have the same breath, and
humans have no advantage over the animals; all is vanity. All
go to one place; all are from the dust, and all turn to dust
again.”(Eccl 3:18-20) Although a person may make a difference
in his life, he will not escape death. “For there is no enduring
remembrance of the wise or of fools, seeing that in the days to
come all will have been long forgotten. How can the wise die
just like fools?” (Eccl 2:16) Nevertheless,
encourages people to always be grateful and enjoy the short-

Ecclesiastes
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lived fragments of life. “Remember your creator in the days of
your youth, before the days of trouble come.” (Eccl 12:1) This
is not an attitude of forgetting the contradictions of life.
Ecclesiastes depicts the end of life in a poetic way: “Before the
silver cord is snapped, and the golden bowl is broken, and the
pitcher is broken at the fountain, and the wheel broken at the
cistern and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the breath
returns to God who gave it.” (Eccl 12:6-7) Although the flesh of
man returns to dust with death, the breath of God’s gift returns
to God, which leaves a glimmer of hope for death. Ecclesiastes
also speaks of God’s judgment. “I said in my heart, God will
judge the righteous and the wicked, for he has appointed a time
for every matter, and for every work.” (Eccl 3:17) Therefore,
one should fear God. “I know that whatever God does endures
forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it;
God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before him.”
(Eccl 3:14) Another aspect of the Book of Wisdom states that

death is not qualified as a final conclusion. It is natural for man

to resent death; however, it must be clear to all that man was
created for life, not for death. The Book of Wisdom clearly

affirms that human nature has long sown the seeds of eternal

hope.
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The book of Wisdom is the last book in Biblical Wisdom
Literature, originally titled “The Wisdom of Solomon”, because
the author hopes to attribute his teachings to the Wise King
Solomon, because Solomon is a symbol of wisdom. The author
writes: “I also am mortal, like everyone else, a descendant of the
first-formed child of earth; and in the womb of a mother, I was
molded into flesh. And when I was born, I began to breathe the
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common air, and fell upon the kindred earth; my first sound was
a cry, as is true of all; there is for all one entrance into life, and
one way out.” (Wis 7:1,3.,6) Since life is so short, wisdom points

out the idea of the foolish: “Come therefore, let us enjoy the
good things that exist, and make use of the creation to the full
as in you. Let none of us fail to share in our revelry; everywhere
let us leave signs of enjoyment, because this is our portion, and
this our lot.” (Wis 2:6,9) Not only that, but they also neglect
their elders, oppress the weak, and frame the righteous. (cf. Wis

2:8-20) “For God created us for incorruption, and made us in
the image of his own eternity, but through the devil’s envy death
entered the world, and those who belong to his company
experience it.” (Wis 2:23-24)

The author of Wisdom is convinced that God loves everything
and does not hate what He has made, and if God hates anything,
He will not create it. God, who loves all things that exist,
cherishes all things because all things are His. (cf. Wis 11:25-
27) The book of Wisdom says, “But the souls of the righteous
are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In
the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, ..., and their
going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace ...

their hope is full of immortality.” (Wis 3:1-4)
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Job is depicted in the book of Job as still seeing the light in spite
of the darkness of pain and death. Chapters 31-41 of Job
describe that Job had no intention of arguing with his friends
about the causes of his suffering, when God appeared in
dialogue with Job to make him understand that all creation was
created by God and that the emergence of life in the universe
was also created by almighty and wise God. So Job said to God
in a humble manner: “I know that you can do all things, and that
no purpose of yours can be thwarted. “Who is this that hides
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counsel without knowledge?’ I had heard of you by the hearing
of the ear, but now my eye sees you.” (Jb 42:2-3.5) Job does not

give any explanation for suffering and death, but he sees with
his own eyes that he is one of the creatures, created by God, who
is the source of all life, who lives in God; this is the dawn he
sees in suffering. Job confessed his humility and accepted the
limitations of his humanity, but God spoke to him. Thus man is
no longer in bondage and can receive the truth and can relate to
God and other creatures. Job realized even more that man,
though limited, could see the infinity of God. One must know
that God is in heaven (Eccl 5:1) and that He has the power of
life and death. (Wis 16:13) However, “God did not make death,
and he does not delight in the death of the living. For he created
all things that they might exist; the generative forces of the
world are wholesome, and there is no destructive poison in
them, and dominion of Hades is not on earth. For righteousness
is immortal.” (Wis 1:13-15)

Of all things, only man knows how to talk to God. If you pay
attention to the scriptures of the Israelites, you will feel the
mood of Israel in its dialogue with the Lord. At times this
dialogue is joyful and grateful, but at other times is full of
complaints to God. During the forty years of their nomadic life
in the desert, they suffered all sorts of hardships. They searched
for water and food every day and from time to time they
encountered enemies, with whom they had conflicts, or even
wars, and their lives were often threatened. Living in the desert
made the Israelites feel more in need of unity, and they
expressed their hearts and wishes in prayer. While they begged
God to protect them, they complained to God “would that we
had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this
wilderness! Why is the Lord bringing us into this land to fall by
the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become booty?
Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?” (Nm 14:2-4)
However the experience of the desert changed their attitude to
God. Psalm 90 is a typical example of Israel’s prayer. They
trusted God: “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all
generations.” (Ps 90:1) They felt the emptiness of life: “The
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days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are
strong; even then their span is only toil and trouble; they are
soon gone, and we fly away.” (Ps 90:10) They were willing to
seek wisdom: “So teach us to count our days that we may gain
a wise heart.” (Ps 90:12) They understood the value of
suffering: “Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us,
and as many years as we have seen evil.” (Ps 90:15) They asked
for the Lord’s protection: “Let the favor of the Lord our God be
upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands — O prosper
the work of our hands!” (Ps 90:17) Although the Israelites, in
the midst of many sorrows, “my tears have been my food day
and night.” (Ps 42:4) When encountering enemies, “do not
deliver the soul of your dove to the wild animals.”(Ps 74:19),
when feeling lonely and unsolicited, “incline your ear, O Lord,
and answer me, for I am poor and needy.” (Ps 86:1) When I am
weak, “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of
joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast.”’(Ps
22:15), their prayers were sometimes filled with peace and joy:
“Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. The Lord is my
chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. Therefore, my
heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see
the Pit. You show me the path of life in your presence there is
fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”
(Ps 16:1,5.9-11)
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There is the breath of God in human beings. Nevertheless, the
Bible affirms that man is not God; there is a great difference
between man and God. “Then the Lord God formed man from
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath
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of life, and the man became a living being.” (Gn 2:7) It is a great
mystery that God makes man different from other animals, and
only man can share in God’s “breath of air”. Man is made of
dust on the one hand, but on the other hand he is similar to God.
Man must wake up to his own nature. “So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.” (Gn 1:27) What kind of man
resembles God? The first chapter of Genesis describes God’s
creation, from the first to the fifth day, God created the sky, the
sea, the land, the flora and fauna... After all this, on the sixth day
He created man, which means that man is above all things.
“God said: Let us make humankind in our image, according to
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creeps upon the earth.” (Gn 1:26) Before God created man,
he had set his own plan: he would create man in his own image,
and he would have man rule over heaven and earth. Heaven is
the master of the earth, and He gives man the authority to rule
over it. God blesses man even more, asking him to procreate
and multiply and fill the earth. All the vegetables, fruits and
animals on the ground were fed by God. (cf. Gn 1:28-30)
Therefore, man should understand clearly his own identity. Man
is a steward, never a dictator, for everything is a gift from God,
and totalitarianism is not a portrait of God, for God does not rule
over man and does not use him to suit his own whims. God ‘will
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother
sheep’ (Is 40:11), and “save humans and animals alike.” (Ps
36:7) In this regard, man is also to shepherd the earth like God,
so that all creatures may exert their instincts and attain the unity
of the beginning of creation. Man should admit that in the
course of history, many times man mistakenly believes that he
is the ruler of the earth, and abuses it at will, making the earth
no longer suitable for life. The above is very much in line with
the environmental spirit advocated today.
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At Sunday Mass, believers recite the creed, but do we
understand the meaning of this phrase, “I believe in the
resurrection of the body” (or I look forward to the resurrection
of the dead)?

Faith is the relationship of believers to the Risen Lord.
Therefore, the phrase “I believe in the resurrection of the body”
“l believe in the Risen Lord.” To clarify

misconceptions, a step-by-step analysis is given to understand

should mean

the importance of this mystery.

Jesus commanded his disciples to go to the world to preach the
Gospel and be His witnesses. What they preached was the Risen
Lord. The essence of the preaching is that they have experienced
the Risen Lord, the recounting of which may lead hearers to be
touched by the Holy Spirit and so joyfully accept the Gospel.

During His public ministry, Jesus had performed miracles of
raising the dead. Best known is the raising of Lazarus. (Jn 11:44)
Because of this miracle, many Jews believed in Jesus but it also
led to his death. “From that day on, the chief priest and the
Pharisees decided to kill Jesus”, (Jn 11:53), and “the chief priest
decided to kill even Lazarus”. (Jn 12:10) Another such miracle
was the raising of the daughter of Jairus, the synagogue leader.
(Mk 5:41)

The resurrection of Jesus is entirely different from the raising of
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Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter. Lazarus and the daughter of Jairus
only lived some more years in the world after their return to life,
and they still had to accept death. Jesus’ resurrection was not
simply having been buried after death, and rising from the dead
on the third day; Jesus’ death and resurrection were his entry
from death into the life of the Father in eternity, which was of
paramount importance. After Lazarus and the daughter of Jairus
came back from the dead, they continued their lives on earth.
While there are many witnesses to Jesus’ death, the Bible does
not record how Jesus left the tomb and how He was resurrected.
Jesus’ resurrection is to enter eternity, not to reach a certain
place; to enter eternity is to return to the Father. A bible scholar
once humorously commented, “If there had been a CCTV in the

"9

tomb at that time, it would have been clearly visible!” However,
the resurrection of Jesus is a mystery, extraordinary and not
visible to the naked eye, and it is “faith”. Therefore, it is easy to
believe that Lazarus came back to life, because it is an historical
fact that one can see with one’s own eyes the deceased Lazarus,
who has become smelly, come out of the grave. And for this, the

Pharisees wanted to destroy the evidence, and even to kill

Lazarus.
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When Mary Magdalene came to the tomb, she saw that the
stone had been removed from the tomb. It hardly crossed her
mind that Jesus had resurrected, she only thought that someone
had removed Jesus’ body, so she hurried to find Peter. Peter
went to the tomb with another disciple. They saw only the linen
wrappings and the cloth which had been on Jesus’ head. As yet
they did not understand the Scripture, that Jesus must rise from
the dead, so they returned home. Mary Magdalene was left
alone weeping outside. At that time, Jesus stood there and Mary
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Magdalene did not recognize Him. It was only until Jesus called
out to her affectionately that she recognized Him, the Teacher.
Immediately Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord”. (cf. Jn 20:1-18)

The raising of Lazarus is a miracle that took place in history.
Lazarus came back to life on earth, yet Jesus did not just come
back to life; Jesus returned to the eternal Father. The
Resurrection of Jesus is quite important for us believers. The
Resurrection of Jesus is the source of our own resurrection. To

know the Resurrection of Jesus is to know our future lives.

Why does the Bible understand Jesus’ apostles to be witnesses
to His Resurrection? Is it because they saw the empty tomb and
thus believed in Jesus’ Resurrection? No! The biblical verse
quoted above showed that they saw the empty tomb without
remembering what Jesus had said to them earlier; however, both
the apostles and ourselves are all witnesses to Jesus’
resurrection. The Bible tells us that the Resurrection of Jesus is
not the resurrection of Jesus Himself, but the resurrection of the
Father, the resurrection of God’s own Son. Jesus lying in the

tomb was resurrected by the Father.

The Resurrection of Jesus and his associated deeds recorded in
the New Testament are the heart of the New Testament.
Importantly, the resurrection of Jesus and its associated events
differ from the miracles that Jesus performed before. The
difference is that the miracles performed before are recorded
historical facts, while the resurrection of Jesus was witnessed by
no one with their own eyes, that is, there were no witnesses.
When the first people arrived at Jesus’ tomb, the stone had been
removed and Jesus had been resurrected. What the Apostles of
St. Paul preached to the faithful in 1 Corinthians is believed to
be the “Creed” with which the early Church was surely familiar
with: ‘Christ died for our sins, was resurrected on the third day,
and appeared to all.” (cf. 1 Cor 15:3-8) Luke also has a record of
it: “The Lord has risen indeed.” (Lk 24:34)

64


https://www.ccreadbible.org/Chinese%20Bible/sigao/John_bible_Ch_20_.html
https://www.ccreadbible.org/Chinese%20Bible/sigao/1_Corinthians_bible_Ch_15_.html
https://www.ccreadbible.org/Chinese%20Bible/sigao/1_Corinthians_bible_Ch_15_.html
https://www.ccreadbible.org/Chinese%20Bible/sigao/Luke_bible_Ch_24_.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24

L |+ Bae BRgken TS e TR
W — e RS orﬁ;a-;—éJ - W
P"%'fvﬁ%%“'ﬁﬂ;ki‘li@ AP

N"wm:-*ﬁﬂwr@mﬂ«&@%

A Q th

SEERER (S B E VALY & #&an IF“”TF L)
AR DA i ﬁ\FK:JP i PR
[ SER A IR/ Bkl &«wfwws f tAe 3
?{gm B MERFEE gt B

g s F?a?\. 01%‘?(
B 1 OSBRI S 7 A TP

FOT BT | (05 261 56) o iAo 1 A
(AR T I O S0 L TR E S
L) ;]m ﬁﬂﬂ:iytsgﬁ,ﬁtl 1»}:3 ;—,’a BK@F* ik“ ,—‘_E.rr!
PRER Al o TR 4 B 2 ) e

R LA G S
e fRFBA AP B r e franE Jo B

PRFER RIS SR PHEE S (TE
FH PP e §
e BT AT Tl E

- )L:E'—\i’él-’f’ll‘ﬁ

KFTHP 5

£03 0 B e -%T«ﬁ fo 9035 'T /Ek}:’ o &F;;L
BI e el (S RA17:1) T A

3‘;LJ F - AP Ew—“r.,ﬁl,sb—éijm’ M Rt
LG AR o fiEda TR B A
W AT LG DIRPFRT Fo
TP R Ris P A4 (5141 26)
?,‘ai—éz’v’n‘l I TEEIR | RF X Q4
*%ﬁﬂ‘e‘%fr'rﬁﬁs Foo T
r}w PERIFRAPLEFAF
T e PR LR S
B eETd fois P9 g2 R Rk =
B —tﬁ:ﬁmf‘a‘? %o MR ATEAL G
BRFDAAPEDGEHK P 8

v A IR

From the above example, we know that the resurrection and
appearances of Jesus are like the two sides of the same coin. The
word “Resurrection” describes the great mystery of Jesus’
passage from the condition of the corpse into eternity, into the
life of the Father. “Appearance” of Jesus is the active seeking
out of believers by the Risen Lord to reach out to them. Those
who had seen the Risen Lord accepted the fact that God the
Father had raised Jesus. Apart from the fact that the early
Church was familiar with and proclaim the ‘creed’, the
evangelists had also faithfully proclaimed the Resurrection of
Jesus. How do we know this? Matthew narrated the apostles’
disappointment: from the moment Jesus was captured, “all the
disciples left him and fled.” (Mt 26:56) This means that the
believers became scattered, and returned to their former lives,
seemingly erasing all memory of having followed Jesus or even
having lived with Him. The death of Jesus on the cross was also
the destruction of the faith of the apostles. A few days later, the
Risen Lord took the initiative to reconnect with the scattered
apostles, and they quickly accepted the master who had
preached to them and performed miracles. Now they have
absolute faith in the Risen Lord, a transformation faithfully
recorded in the New Testament. It is the Risen Lord who had
actively sought them out. This is the same situation in which the
LORD appeared to Abraham. (cf. Gn 17:1) “Appearance” is not
necessarily something that the naked eye can really see, but it is
absolutely convincing. The appearance of the Risen Lord was
different from his earlier appearance on the surface of Lake
Galilee, when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea. (Mt
14:26) The appearance of the Risen Lord is filled with the
power of the Father to restore courage to the desolate apostles.
Therefore, when the Risen Lord commanded them to be His
witnesses, they immediately understood what He meant, that
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they were to bear witness to the new life that the Risen Lord had
given them. A new relationship between them and Jesus was
now established. It is a relationship of communion, enabling
them to live a life of new faith. From the experience of
encountering the Risen Lord, they recalled what Jesus had said
and done when they were living with Jesus; what they did not
understand then, they now immediately understood, and
understood completely. The appearance of the Risen Lord to the
disciples is truly profound. They fully understood that Jesus the
Messiah was resurrected by the Father, who regarded him as
“the firstborn from the dead”, (Col 1:18) meaning that all who
follow Jesus would be resurrected like him. The “appearance”
of the Risen Lord is not as simple as reuniting with a former
friend, nor is it like a meteor that flashes by in a flash. For those
witnesses of the Risen Lord, the Risen Lord is related to the past,
present, and future in history.
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In the New Testament, there are two descriptions of the word
“resurrection”: one is “awaken” and the other is “risen from the
ground”; that is, Jesus was crucified on the cross, died, was
buried, and entered the state of death and sleep, and the Father
awakened him from the tomb and lifted him up from the burial
ground. “That is, to bring Christ up from the dead.” (Rom 10:7)
“He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell.” (Col 1:18-19) The above
proves that the early church was very clear about the
resurrection of Jesus by the Father, and the faithful in general
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also know that the Father is the main character in the

resurrection of Jesus.

The New Testament is written in Greek and speaks of the Greek
concept of the resurrection of the dead: ‘resurrection’ is the state
of the soul in the flesh when it is freed from the body. Some of
the Pharisees (called Sadducees) did not believe in the
“resurrection”. The New Testament is primarily about the
resurrection of a man - Jesus Christ, whose resurrection has
been fulfilled. St. Paul writes that “in fact Christ has been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died”. (1 Cor
15:20) The first fruits, the fruits of the first harvest, were to be
taken to the temple to be offered as thanksgiving. St. Paul also
refers to Christ as “the firstborn from the dead” (Col 1:18) and
that many people will rise like Christ, but their resurrection will
not be a matter of precedence, but a new relationship with
Christ. Christ is the resurrection, the life. “For since death came
from one man, the resurrection of the dead has also come
through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be
made alive in Christ.” (1 Cor 15:21-22) Christ is gathering the
new humanity. The first man, Adam, is from the earth and lives
an earthly life, and the last Adam (Christ) lives a life that is
spiritual. The Father created a new life for the dead, and the

Risen Lord thus became the instrument for creating new life.
The Father’s power to raise the dead makes Christ become
“Almighty”. God raised Christ from the dead so that He too
could resurrect the dead. The above indicates that at the end of
humanity, Christ will raise, purify, and give new life to all the
dead. Thus the Bible uses the Greek word KYRIOS to describe
the Risen Lord. In fact, the Old Testament already uses
KYRIOS to refer to Yahweh as Lord.

St. Paul writes to the Romans, “For one believes with the heart
and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is
saved.” (Rom 10:9) This indicates that the early Church
believed that faith would lead to salvation. The presence of the
Risen Lord KYRIOS is in the hearts and mouths of believers.
The Lord Yahweh in the Old Testament had the “omnipotence”
to set commandments, but Jesus is not called “Lord” because he
has the “omnipotence” to set commandments, but because He
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has the “omnipotence” to redeem. Elsewhere in Romans, “For
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
(Rom 10:13) The Lord here refers to the risen Jesus Christ.

Jesus was resurrected from the realm of the dead and entered
the realm of the Trinity, on one level, He can be said to have
experienced a major change. Yet, on another level, Jesus of the
Triune God, is the Son, the Word, and was born man. In this
way, the Risen Lord Jesus Christ is the true God. The Gospel of
Mark records that Jesus “revealed to them in another form”.
(Mk 16:12) This “form” does not refer to an external thing, but
to an inner “person”, the way in which he exists. The Spirit, who
gives life, is able to breathe life into death and so resurrected
Him from death. This happened not only to Jesus, the

“firstborn”, but will happen to the many who follow Him.

The resurrection of Jesus is not visible to the naked eye, and the
crucified Jesus became KYRIOS, an event that has no
witnesses, and only faith can make people “enlightened”. The
Bible is written by faith-filled believers who explain it to others
in different ways. Most commonly, Jesus was “resurrected”,
“exalted” or “taken up” and “the Father glorified him.” Because
of the great depths of the mysteries, each way expresses a
certain perspective. Now what does it mean to be “exalted”? We
can try to explain in terms of the contrast between “high” and
“low”: the incarnation of the Son of God to death on the cross
as a criminal means from “high” to “low”; crucified as a
criminal but became resurrected and ascended into heaven,
denotes from “low” to “high”. The apostle St. Paul clearly
expresses this contrast between “high” and “low” in the Letter
to the Philippians: “who, though he was in the form of God: ...
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness, ..., he humbled himself and became obedient
to the point of death — even death on a cross. Therefore, God
also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father”. (Phil 2:6-11) Jesus was “exalted”, his supreme

position is thus conceivable. In addition, the Gospel of John has
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a similar account: “And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him shall have eternal life.” (Jn 3:14-15)
“No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man.” (Jn 3:13)
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The contrast between “exalted” and “high - low” leads to two
other words: “humiliated” and “glorified”. The Gospel of John
records Jesus’ prayer at the Last Supper, and after He foretold
his impending passion, He raised His eyes to heaven and
prayed, “So now, Father! Glorify me in your own presence with
the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed".
(Jn_17:5) John’s account shows that Jesus’ crucifixion and
ascension to heaven were simultaneous, with “humiliation” and
“glory” going on at the same time. Thus St. Paul testified:
“Without doubt, this mystery of our religion is great: He was
revealed in flesh, vindicated in spirit, seen by angels,
proclaimed among Gentiles, believed in throughout the world,
taken up in glory”. (1 Tm 3:16) Luke recounts the glorious
moment when Jesus “was blessing them, he withdrew from
them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him,
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” (Lk 24:50-51) The
Acts of the Apostles even foretold Christ’s return: “This Jesus,
who has been taken up from heaven, will come in the same way
as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) The Old Testament
book of law, Deuteronomy, states: “When someone is convicted

of a crime punishable by death and is executed and you hang
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him on a tree, ..., for anyone hung on a tree is under God’s
curse. You must not defile the land that the LORD your God is
giving you for possession”. (Dt 21:22-23) In this context, it
becomes clearer that Jesus, with his disciples scattering after his
arrest, became a condemned criminal, was crucified and
God’s
righteousness perfectly rehabilitating him. His crucifixion is not

spurned by the people. Jesus’ resurrection is
cursed by God, but accepted and blessed by God. Revelation
says that Christ is “the living one”. (Rev 1:18) “We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death
no longer has dominion over him.” (Rom 6:9) Jesus is the
source of life, and this overflowing fountain of life nourishes the
whole universe, and for believers who believe in the Risen Lord
in Christ, their lives should be likewise, full of the life of Christ
and overflowing to others. As 1 Corinthians says, “So it is with
the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in
glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a
physical body, it is raised a spiritual body”. (cf. 1 Cor 15:42-44)

In the past, many Christians used the empty tomb to prove
Jesus’ resurrection. Biblical scholars point out that after Christ’s
resurrection, his disciples went forth with their evangelization,
and that nobody paid any more attention to the empty tomb.
They do not need to produce any evidence of His resurrection.
The Gospel of Mark was written between 60 and 63 A.D., his
account of the resurrection went like this: When the Sabbath
was over, Mary Magdalene and other women went to the tomb
intending to complete the Jewish funeral rites for Jesus. They
found that the huge stone at the entrance to the tomb had been
rolled back. (cf. Mk 16:1-4) Around 500 B.C. the Israelites were
exiled to Babylon living a life of slavery in the land of the Dead.
At that time, the prophet Ezekiel said to them on behalf of the
LORD: “I will take you from the nations, and gather you from
all the countries, and bring you into your own land.” (Ez 36:24)
God brought the Israelites out of the land of the Dead. After
Jesus’ death, the people placed Him in the tomb and then
blocked the entrance with a large stone, so that no one could
enter or leave the realm of the dead, but God opened the tomb,
resurrected Jesus, and led Him back to His own realm. The
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women were shocked to see that Jesus’ body was missing, and
they were so frightened that they fled from the tomb. (cf. Mk
16:5-8) Luke and John were written later than Mark, and so after
these many years, a new generation of believers was full of
doubts about Jesus’ resurrection. Thus, both Luke and John
emphasized Thomas’ questioning of Jesus’ resurrection:
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe.” (Jn 20:25) Luke, describing Jesus’ appearance to the
two disciples of Emmaus, pointed out: “But their eyes were kept
from recognizing him”. (Lk 24:16) Until they sat down at table
with Jesus, Jesus repeated the action of the Last Supper, “took
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened and they recognized him”. (Lk 24:30) Several
verses later, Luke even added that the disciples gave Jesus a
piece of broiled fish, ““and he took it and ate it in their presence”.
(Lk 24:43) Luke and John specifically and truthfully describe
the presence of the Risen Lord among believers. The Risen Lord
will continue to be present amongst humanity; every generation
yields believers, who become baptized and evangelizers. In
their hearts there is the Holy Spirit of the Risen Lord, and even
though they have not seen the resurrection of the Lord, they still
believe. Only by accepting the Holy Spirit given by the
Resurrection of the Lord can one read the Bible. The evangelists
have experienced the Risen Lord. Basically, one cannot
understand the Bible without faith. Only by believing in the
Risen Lord will it resonate when reading the Bible. When the
stubborn Thomas recognized Jesus, Jesus said to him, “Have
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” (Jn 20:29)

St. Paul said: “yet for us there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we
exist”. (1 Cor 8:6) God is our Father, so everyone in the world
is brother and sister. At the same time, we have only one Lord,
Jesus Christ. The Risen Lord sent the Holy Spirit into the world,
in the Church. The resurrection of Jesus is a mystery of the
participation of The Holy Trinity of God — the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit. The Risen Lord leads us into the life of the
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(07) God’s Mercy
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In order to understand God’s mercy, let us start from the time of
the Sinai Covenant to the time of Jesus, to see how people’s
understanding of God’s mercy developed and became able to
answer Jesus’ invitation: “Be merciful as your Father is
merciful.” (Lk 6:36)

At the time of the Sinai Covenant, people believed that God’s
mercy was conditional. To those who obey the commandments
God will be merciful, but God will punish those who do not

revere Him.

“...you shall not bow down to these idols or serve them. For I,
Yahweh your God, am a jealous God and I punish the father’s
fault in the sons, the grandsons, and the great-grandsons of those
who hate me; but I show kindness to thousands of those who
love me and keep my commandments.” (Ex 20:5-6) This kind
of thinking was maintained until the time of the Babylonian

exile.

During the time of the Babylonian exile, the Jews did not have
prophets, kings, or the temple, therefore a culture of popular
wisdom arose. Many wisdom books were written during and
after the Babylonian exile. The Jews still remembered that God
had established a covenant with them and they had the
responsibility to abide by the commandments of the covenant;
those who abide by it are blessed, but those who fail to abide by
it are punished. However, the Jews in Babylon broadened their
minds and saw that the same God who lives in their hearts
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manifests Himself in His mysterious and wonderful creation.
He is the God who can turn woe into blessing.

There are seven books of wisdom in the Bible: Job, Proverbs,
Song of Songs, Sirach, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and Wisdom.

“People of influence, rulers, and judges will be honored, but
none of them is greater than a person who fears the Lord.” (Sir
10:24)

“Like clouds and wind without rain is one who boasts of a gift
never given.” (Prv 25:14)

“And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves,
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to
preserve life.” (Gn 45:5)

“He put the fear of them in all living beings, and gave them
dominion over beasts and birds. Discretion and tongue and eyes,
ears and a mind for thinking he gave them.” (Sir 17:5-6)

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools
despise wisdom and instruction.” (Prv 1:7)

“The compassion of the Lord is for every living thing. He
rebukes and trains and teaches them, and turns them back, as a
shepherd his flock.” (Sir 18:13)

The Wisdom Literature books see the humility of man, who are
unable to explain the mysteries of the universe. Suffering and
death are also a mystery, but they are not God’s punishment of
people’s sins. God is seen no longer as a ruler who gives orders.
God is a Father who is always with His children. This Father
will teach His children how to live in harmony with the whole

universe in order to enjoy a happy life.
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When Jesus began his evangelization life, He also quoted from
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the Prophets regarding how God made a covenant with his
people and how his people broke the covenant, received a
punishment before receiving God’s forgiveness and mercy.
However, Jesus’ clarification is that the Lord’s covenant with
His people is out of His charity and even after the people broke
the covenant, God’s mercy towards them was not affected. Jesus
illustrated this important point through the story of “the prodigal
son”. After the younger son had squandered all his money, he
returned home. Without waiting for the younger son’s
repentance and promise of a new life, his father immediately
ordered his servants to prepare a banquet to welcome his son
back home. The eldest son was extremely unhappy with this and
felt that his father was unfair and unjust. He could not
understand and accept his father’s mercy, because his concept
of faith was wrong, and he believed that only those who obeyed
God’s commandment had the right to God’s mercy. People who
thought like the eldest son do not understand Jesus’ message.
They called Jesus “A friend of tax collectors and sinners”. (Lk
7:34) Jesus’ answer was, “I did not come to call the virtuous, but
sinners.” (Mk 2:17)

Jesus affirms that the Father’s mercy is unconditional; it is not
because of people’s repentance that God grants forgiveness and
mercy, on the contrary it is because of God’s mercy that brings
sinners to repentance. Both the sinners as well as the righteous
can receive Jesus’ miracles. The second chapter of the Gospel
of Mark (cf. Mk 2:1-12) describes how Jesus healed a paralytic.
At that time, people thought that physical disease was due to a
person’s sins; so, Jesus first forgave the paralytic’s sins, and then
healed his body. Jesus did this to prove that sin had nothing to
do with his physical disease. Moreover, Jesus did not ask the
paralytic to repent or make amends. His healing was all out of
Jesus’ mercy. Jesus’ mercy heals the heart of people and makes
clean the unclean. (cf. Mk 7:20-23) Jesus says, “What [ want is
mercy, not sacrifice”. (Mt 9:13) Love comes from a heart full of
mercy. The mentality of the eldest son is to obtain forgiveness
of sins through his own good deeds; Jesus tells us that those who
have experienced God’s mercy will do good deeds out of
thankfulness and at the same time they will feel a deep joy.
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Mandela was an anti-apartheid revolutionary of South Africa,
politician and philanthropist and he was widely regarded as the
father of South Africa. Altogether he had served a prison
sentence of 26 and half years. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in
1993. He served as President of South Africa from 1994 to
1999. A few weeks after his election, one day Mandela invited
his bodyguards for a meal. They went into a restaurant in the
city. Mandela noticed a single man sitting alone who looked
unhappy. Mandela ordered his bodyguard to invite him to sit at
their table and have a meal together. The man was invited to sit
next to Mandela. During the whole meal the man remained
completely speechless; he just lowered his head and ate quickly
in silence. The body guards noticed that the man’s hands and
feet were constantly trembling, and his forehead was sweating.
After eating, the man left quickly. The bodyguards thought this
man was seriously ill, but Mandela answered that this man was
not ill; his conscience though was not at peace. He was a prison
guard at the prison where Mandela was. He had treated Mandela
very cruelly and had even urinated on Mandela’s head. Now
that Mandela had become president, the man feared that
Mandela would take his revenge. Mandela declared: “When I
walked out of the prison cell and walked through the prison gate
leading to freedom, I clearly knew that if I could not leave my
grief and hatred behind, then I would still be in prison.”
Mandela added, “The best way to say goodbye to hatred is
forgiveness.” “Reconciliation is the art of leadership. I don’t
mean reconciliation with friends, but reconciliation with

enemies.”
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Mandela’s words and actions make us reflect on Jesus’ teaching
on forgiveness and reconciliation. Genesis records that Lamech,
a descendant of Cain, one day said: “Sevenfold vengeance is
taken for Cain, but seventy-sevenfold for Lamech.” (Gn 4:24)
Jesus adapts these words to answer Peter’s question, “Lord, how
often I must forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as
seven times?” Jesus answered, “Not seven, I tell you, but
seventy-seven times.” (Mt 18:21-22) Then Jesus told a story:
“And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
decided to settle his accounts with his servants. When the
reckoning began, they brought him a man who owed ten
thousand talents, but he had no means of paying, so his master
gave orders that he should be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the
servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me time”
he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master
felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the debt.
Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow
servant who owed him one hundred denarii and he seized him
by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me”
he said. He fell at his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me
His
fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had

time and I will pay you.” But the other would not agree...

happened, and they went to their master and reported the whole
affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked
servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt of yours when you
appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your
fellow servant just as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the
master handed him over to the torturers till he should pay all his
debt.” (Mt 18:23-34) Jesus said, “And that is how my heavenly
Father will deal with you unless you each forgive your brother
from your heart.” (Mt 18:35) Jesus’ teaching is not just,
“whatever displeases you, do not do unto others”, but it is a step
forward and more positive, “So always treat others as you
would like them to treat you.” (Mt 7:12) This is a most basic
principle of treating others.
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In the parable of the “prodigal son” Jesus explains the deep
meaning of forgiveness to a crowd of sinners and a group of
Pharisees and scribes. The parable describes how after the
younger son’s request to his father to let him have his share of
his father’s possessions, the younger son left the house and
squandered all his money. The eldest son on the contrary kept
working hard to protect the family business. After a while, the
younger son returned home like a beggar. His father did not
mention the son’s past behaviour, but immediately ordered his
servants to prepare a big banquet to welcome his son’s return.
When the eldest son returned back home from work, he couldn’t
accept what he saw. He couldn’t forgive his younger brother. He
thought that his father was unfair and unjust to him. He felt
angry that he had worked for the family all his life, but his father
had never offered him a banquet he could enjoy with his friends.
He was shocked by the fact that a merciful father could love his
children in this way. What the eldest son asks for is a just father,
while the younger son needs a father who forgives him and
accepts him. In this parable, Jesus speaks of God’s
righteousness and God’s mercy. Regardless of the good and the
bad, God treats and forgives all equally. Therefore, ““You should
carry each other’s troubles and fulfil the law of Christ.” (Ga 6:2)
Jesus used the seventy-seven times of revenge mentioned by
Lamech in Genesis to talk about forgiving seventy and seven
times. “Seventy and seven times” means “forever.” We must
forgive those who have sinned against us, just as the merciful
Father forgives us forever. The Heavenly Father does not wait
until we repent before forgiving us, but by the time we repent,
He has already forgiven us, letting go of the past like a loving
father, who always forgives his children. “Be merciful as your
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Father merciful.” (Lk 6:36) We conclude with Mandela. He is
indeed a wise man. He knows that the best way to say goodbye
to hatred is forgiveness, and that “reconciliation” is the art of
leadership, the best way to settle disputes and the safe road to
stable peace.
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(09) Rhythms of Love

Every human being coming into this world has the experience
of being loved. From the very moment the baby is conceived in
his mother’s womb, the baby feels many people’s love, concern
and expectations. This feeling of being loved grows deeper and
deeper as time goes by. In the beginning when children are very
young, love is always self-centred. The child cannot have the
experience of a higher form of love. Love for the baby is just
like the air he breathes. Without it there is no life. Love is the
driving force of all things in the universe. People use many
different words to describe it. Love is mercy, love is care, love

is compassion for nature, etc.

The Gospel of Jesus could be called ‘musical rhythms of love’.
As different rhythms of music make us experience different
emotional reactions so Jesus’ Gospel at times gives us a feeling
of peacefulness and joy, at other times though puts us in front of
the contradictions and complexity of life. Jesus continuously
reminds his disciples of the importance of love. Even during the
last supper, before his death, after washing his disciples’ feet, he
tells them: “I give you a new commandment: love one another;
just as I have loved you, you also must love one another.” (Jn
13:34) Actually the whole life of Jesus is a concrete example of
this commandment. Jesus’ commandment may sound very
simple to some people, but for the Pharisees and all those who
strictly followed the commandments of God given to Moses,
Jesus’ commandment looked preposterous and dangerous. In a
sense they were right, because if love is imposed by a law, then

love becomes meaningless.

This new commandment of Jesus completely changes the
nature of interpersonal relationships. Human relationships must

be true friendship. People must respect and accept one another.
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The effect of this love is joy, and this joy is complete. This
complete joy confirms the existence of love. Jesus said, “If you
keep my commandments you will remain in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love.
I have told you this so that my own joy may be in you and your
joy be complete.” (Jn 15:10-11) Jesus adds: “If anyone loves
me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we
shall come to him and make our home with him.” (Jn 14:23)
This love does not only improve interpersonal relationships, but
also deepens the relationship between people and the Father.
“You will understand that I am in my Father and you in me and
I'in you.” (Jn 14:20)

We in the Father, the Father in us reveals the intimacy of the
relationship. People will in the end realize that ultimately the
Father is Love. To know the Father it is not an intellectual
enterprise, but a very deep experience of our existence, a kind
of spiritual illumination. However, Love is not just words, but it
demands concrete actions. “Since in Christ Jesus whether you
are circumcised or not makes no difference; what matters is
faith that makes its power felt through love.” (Gal 5:6) It is clear
so that those who believe in the Lord should let their actions
manifest their love. Love is our only everlasting heritage.
Everything else will fade away. Only love will last forever. “If I
have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without
love,  am simple a gong booming or a cymbal clashing.” (1 Cor
13:1) Without love, everything will become worthless. Even if
someone gives his life for God, without love, it will be
worthless.

Some Christian scholars have written that Jesus’ teaching on
love contains all that is needed in a human relationship. It is the
most beautiful love poem, which will make you feel the beat of
various musical thythms of love. The actions by which the
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believer shows his love for people and for God are the fruit of
his deep joy. These actions are like musical notes that sing the
beauty of believing. If a person wants to learn to sing this song,
he needs the help of someone who knows the song. Those who
have been loved and have received love, know how to love, just
as the Heavenly Father loved us and we know how to love.
Some scholars describe humankind like a dried up river. The
Father made himself the water spring of this river making the
river stream flow continuously singing the musical rhythms of
Love. Those who have received the love of the Father and have
drunk this water will know the Father, will know how to sing
and even how to play the various musical rhythms of the
Gospel.

Some people may have a negative experience of love. May be
they were hurt or betrayed by love and as a result they are afraid
of loving. However, if they could open themselves up and
accept the love of God the Father, their wounds would be either
less painful or completely healed. They would be ready to set
off for a new journey and learn to sing the musical rthythms of

Love.
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(10) Is the Liturgy of Vatican II

beautiful?
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In the Catholic Church, there is a group of conservative
believers who love the Tridentine Liturgy very much. They use
Latin throughout the liturgy, even if they don’t understand it at
all. They enjoy seeing the beautiful vestments worn by priests
and altar servers, the flower-covered altar, and the resplendent
liturgical utensils. They can also revel in the sweet and beautiful
sound of Gregorian chant. It is otherworldly, and it is a bit like
the feeling of Jesus’ apostles during “the Transfiguration of
Jesus Christ” on Mount Tabor: “It's wonderful for us to be here.”
(Mt 17:4) The apostles at that time were unwilling to leave this
surreal atmosphere. Many of these traditionalist believers like
to join European pilgrimages hoping to participate in the
Tridentine Liturgy in splendid Gothic Cathedrals in which they
are only spectators but they can feel the greatness of the church.
When they come back to their parishes and participate in a
Sunday Mass according to the liturgical reform of Vatican 1,
they feel the Mass is completely tasteless, so plain and without
any atmosphere of sacredness. When all believers sing together,
often they sing out of tune, which does not help concentration.
They add: although the liturgy is celebrated in the language of
the people, it doesn’t seem that the people understand it. At this
point let us ask one fundamental question: which is the most
outstanding feature of the Vatican II liturgy that makes it
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beautiful and more suitable for the people of today?

The first characteristic of the Vatican II liturgy is: the people of
God are the celebrants of the Liturgy. Saint Peter, the head of
the twelve apostles reminds all baptized Christians: “Jesus
Christ is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God
and precious to him; set yourselves close to him so that you too,
the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which
Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God, may be living stones
making a spiritual house.” (1 Pt 2:4-5) It is a pity that the faithful
often are not aware of the importance of “the community” in the
Liturgy. Jesus Christ always associates the Church with Himself
in this great work of sanctifying ourselves and glorifying God.
Consequently, Jesus Christ is present in any place, be it a hut in
the forest or a solemn Gothic Cathedral, provided there is a
community of believers. A resplendent Gothic Cathedral is not
the house of God, but the house of the people of God, where a

community of believers may gather together.

“In these communities, though frequently small and poor, or
living in the Diaspora, Christ is present, and in virtue of His
presence there is brought together one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church. (LG 26)

Jesus Christ, the son of the living God does not dwell in a
Church made of stones but he dwells in a living Church made
of living stones. No matter where the Christian Liturgy is
celebrated, provided there is a community of believers, Christ is
in their midst. He unites them, speaks to them, nourishes them
and together with them offers prayers and his unique sacrifice
of the cross to the Father. “Taking part in the Eucharistic
sacrifice, which is the fount and the climax of the whole
Christian life, they offer the Divine Victim to God, and offer
themselves along with it. Thus, both by reason of the offering
and through Holy Communion all take part in this liturgical
service, not indeed, all in the same way but each in that way
which is proper to himself. Strengthened in Holy Communion
by the Body of Christ, they then manifest in a concrete way that
unity of the people of God which is suitably signified and
wondrously brought about by this most august sacrament. (LG
1)
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Christian Liturgy is not a private act of prayer, but an action of
the entire community, namely the holy people of God united and
ordered under their bishops. (Sacrosanctum Concilium 26)
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The people of God gather together on Sunday to experience the
presence of Jesus Christ who is in their midst. He strengthens
their communal bonds enabling them to forgive and accept one
another. He speaks to them when the scriptures are read. He
becomes bread to be broken as His body was on the cross. Jesus’
sacrifice on the cross is relived and Jesus from the cross invites
each member of the people of God to become what they have
eaten. To become bread to be broken and shared with those they
encounter in their daily life.

This conscious, active and profitable participation of the whole
people in the Liturgy is the main aim of all liturgical reforms of
the second Vatican council. This aim is justified by the fact that
“it is demanded by the very nature of the liturgy and it is their
right and duty by reason of their baptism”. (Sacrosanctum
Concilium 14) The Church, therefore, earnestly desires that
Christ’s faithful, when present at this mystery of faith, should
not be there as strangers or silent spectators; on the contrary,
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through a good understanding of the rites and prayers they
should take part in the sacred action conscious of what they are
doing, with devotion and full collaboration. (Sacrosanctum

Concilium 48)

Is the Vatican II liturgy beautiful? Of course, it is very beautiful.
This beauty is not artefact. It does not require any external
decorations to create an artificial sense of sacredness. God, the
Holy One, is in our midst and He makes us holy. The liturgy of
the second Vatican council wants to restore the simplicity and
depth of the first Eucharist that Jesus celebrated at the last
supper before his death, or the Eucharist that Paul with his
companions celebrated at Troas during their second missionary
journey. It was a very important journey that led them into
Europe. The entire missionary group experienced the presence
of the Holy Spirit, accepted the guidance of the Holy Spirit to
carry out Jesus’ mission of evangelization. (Acts 16) The
Vatican II liturgy is linked with Evangelization. Someone has
put this relationship of Liturgy and Evangelization with these
words: “We assemble in order to be sent, we are sent in order to
assemble again.” In this way the Liturgy is deeply linked with
daily life.

After his Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, Jesus with his
disciples came down from the mountain, returned to reality.
Jesus talked with his apostles about his coming death and
resurrection. (Mt 17:9) The disciples, who were still in a state of
ecstasy at the time, did not put Jesus’ words in their hearts. They
continued arguing about who was the greatest among them.

The Vatican II liturgy is beautiful and it is linked with real daily
life.
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(11) Communion at Jesus’ Supper
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Jesus’ forerunner, John the Baptist, lived an ascetic life in the
wilderness, subsisting on locusts and wild honey. “He went
throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” (Lk 3:3)
Jesus’ lifestyle was the opposite of John’s. He was always in the
midst of crowds and often ate in the homes of tax collectors and
sinners. When the pious Jews saw this, they criticized Jesus as
a “glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners”.
(Mt 11:19) In fact, a meal with friends is a very common
everyday experience, and Jesus used it as a way of expressing
the reality of God’s participation in humanity.

The Gospel of Luke records Jesus having meals with people
more than a dozen times. One of these is a description of the
return of the prodigal son to his father’s house, whereas the
father, in total disregard of his past, ordered his servants to
prepare a feast for the return of his son, to cook a fattened calf,
to dress him in the finest robe, to play music and dance, and to
celebrate the resurrection of his son from the dead and the
restoration of his life. However, the eldest son did not want to
participate in the feast. (Lk 15:22-28) Luke’s account of Jesus’
meal also recounts the reactions at others time, e.g., the eldest
son’s disgust at the feast of the return of the prodigal son. (Lk
15:29) On another occasion, after Jesus had called the tax
collector Levi to follow him, he has meal at Levi’s house, the
Pharisees and scribes were angry and criticized Jesus and his
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disciples for eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners.
The tax collectors of the time were regarded as unpopular
sinners because they often exploited the Jews and served the
Romans. Notice that when Jesus called Levi, He did not accuse
him for his sins, did not ask him to repent, and did not force him
to return the money he had stolen to its owner. Jesus simply said:
“Follow me!” And leaving everything behind, Levi got up and
followed Him. (Lk 5:27-28) Luke uses the verb “to rise up”, the
same verb used in the original text for Jesus’ resurrection from
the dead, which means that Levi has been reborn again from sin.
Levi later became a disciple of Jesus - St. Matthew. Jesus loved
these “rise up” people and dine with them, much to the disgust
of the self-professed zealous religious people, who were
ashamed to be associated with tax collectors and sinners
because they were evil and unclean and their company was
contaminated. These religious aristocrats completely failed to
understand that human purity does not come from doing
penance or following the rules, but only those who are willing
to “rise up” and follow Jesus are truly cleansed. Furthermore,
Luke records that Jesus offered to stay at the house of
Zacchaeus, the tax collector, and “when they saw him, they all
whispered and said, ‘He has gone to stay at the house of a

29

sinner’.” (Lk 19:7) Indeed, many religions have traditionally
held that a clean and sinless heart is the only way to reach a
transcendent God; yet Jesus actively and unconditionally invites
sinners. Once, when the Pharisees were fasting, someone came
to Jesus and asked, “Why don’t your disciples fast?”” Jesus
replied, ““Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is
with them?” (Mk 2:18-19) Jesus meant that when the
bridegroom is present, everyone should celebrate and rejoice. If
one wants to fast, they should wait before the bridegroom
arrives or after the bridegroom leaves! Jesus did not observe the
religious practice of the time, because Jesus knew clearly that
“anything that goes into a person from outside cannot defile; but
what comes out of a person, that is what defiles.” (Mk 7:18, 20)

Jesus’ feast proves that God loves to be with people. Although

meals are a secular affair, if there is love and communion, God

1s present.
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Jesus never refused to dine with sinners, tax collectors, people
who were not welcome, detestable people, discriminated
people, neglected people, the Samaritans whom the Jews had
no dealing with, (Jn 4:9) the Pharisees (Lk 7:36) and even the
Pharisee leaders, (Lk 14:1) Jesus talked to them and ate in their
homes. At the Last Supper, Jesus invited Judas to attend and
gave him a chance, knowing that Judas would betray him.
Furthermore, Jesus was invited to the homes of women (Martha
and Mary), who were considered to be of low status at the time,
and received hospitality from them. (Lk 10:38-39) Jesus also
allowed another Mary to anoint his feet with the most precious
pure “nard” perfume and dried them with her hair. (Jn 12:3)
Luke also records that when Jesus was seated in the house of
the Pharisees, a woman who was recognized as a sinner in the
city quietly stood behind Jesus, wept near his feet and wet it
with tears, and dried them with her hair and kissed his feet
fervently, this gesture has shocked the Pharisees present, as to
why Jesus would accept this sinful woman’s actions. (Lk 7:37-
39) Jesus did not follow traditional rules because that would
have prevented him from reaching those who needed him. Jesus
was more concerned with the physical, mental and spiritual
well-being of people than with religious norms. What is even
more astonishing is that Jesus could dine with anyone. But there
were two groups of people Jesus never dine with: religious
leaders and those in power. It was difficult for Jesus to associate
with these two groups of people because they were often
overbearing. For this reason, Jesus never used the terminology
of the religious aristocracy and those in power to describe the
face of God.

Jesus went out to preach, performed miracles, and healed the
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sick. His reputation spread far and wide, and he was recognized
as the Messiah who would restore Israel. People were almost
under the illusion that one breath from Jesus would restore
Israel’s glory. Many prominent people entertained Jesus. “When
he was in Bethany reclining at table in the house of Simon the
leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of perfumed oil,
costly genuine spikenard. She broke the alabaster jar and poured
it on his head.” (Mk 14:3) The people present were infuriated
with her; but Jesus said: “Let her alone. Why do you make
She has

done what she could. She has anticipated anointing my body for

trouble for her? She has done a good thing for me.---

burial. Amen, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed to
the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of
her.” (Mk 14:6-9) Here, Jesus announced His death, which
shattered the dreams of the crowd. God’s plan is different from

what man imagines.

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He still ate and drank with
His disciples on many occasions, (Acts 10:41), to prove that
after His return to the Father, Jesus, in His transcendent realm,
was still involved in the lives of ordinary people, to show that
the transcendent Father is always with ordinary people. There is
no other way to encounter God than sharing a meal with
ordinary human. The Father, as revealed by Jesus, is very
human. Although Jesus is transcendent, He always ate with His
disciples and lived the lives of ordinary people. God is the God
of life, and people celebrate life by feasting at the table. If the
breaking of bread is described in terms of the concept of Jesus’
Supper, the breaking of bread is the sacrament for sinners. In the
Eucharist, Jesus welcomes all those who have been rejected and
discriminated against. Traditional religions believed that, access
to God is only possible after cleansing, and hands must be
washed and cleansed before eating. In the breaking of bread,
Jesus turned Himself into bread and wine, the food and drink of
human life, so that people could drink and eat together. The
participants in this meal must learn to continue Jesus’ action of
becoming food and drink for others. Whoever is willing to share
in the food and drink becomes clean and can have access to
God. The meal of the breaking of bread is never a prize for the
righteous, and sinners do not have to be the righteous before
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they can receive it. Jesus never takes into account the condition
of man, but seeks to give of Himself and to share the beauty and
goodness of God with others.

Some religions, including the Old Testament, have many
restrictions on food and gender. Eating and drinking are
inherently important to people. According to Luke, a Pharisee
and scribe questioned Jesus, “The disciples of John fast often
and offer prayers, and the disciples of the Pharisees do the same;
but yours eat and drink.” (Lk 5:33) These religious leaders
emphasized the importance of fasting, and have many
restrictions on food and gender. Jesus, on the other hand, used
fasting to represent mourning or even death and not celebrating
life. When the bridegroom was present at the wedding people
should celebrate, and it was not possible to fast during this
celebration and joyous time. The disciples ate and drank and
feasted because they had found God. The traditions of the past
are very different from the realities of the present, and social and
religious organizations have also changed. Jesus therefore states
that “new wine should be poured into fresh wineskins”. (Mk
2:22) Jesus is the new wine, if the new wine is put in the old
wineskin, the new wine will swell and the old skin will be too
stiff and burst. The new wine is creative, the old skins although
they may give a sense of security, are stiff and unchanging and
become the force that stifles the new wine and causes it to lose
its life and creativity.

Jesus’ feast gatherings revealed the face of the Father. Another
aspect of Jesus’ feasting can be seen in the fact that He did not
observe the Jewish rule of eating and washing hands (Mk 7:1-
7) and he had his views on purity and uncleanness. (Mk 7:18-
23) Supper is another pulpit for Jesus. On the surface, the feast
gathering has nothing to do with religion, nor does it have
conflict with it, but Jesus chose this pulpit to preach the deeper
truths of God and to proclaim the depth of human life.
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When we arrive in an unfamiliar place and do not know the way
around, we can meet our friends or attendants at the meeting
point in the airport, where people of different nationalities
gather and get ready for departure or continue with the journey.
Taking this as an example, Jesus is the meeting point for man
seeking God, and it is in this meeting point that one experiences
the words: “God is love”. (1 Jn 4:8) “God is love” is the only
definition of God. “God is love” is a love that connects people
to each other. (1 _Jn 4:7) In this love, one can feel the
“Mysterious One”. In Jesus, the meeting point, one gains new
strength and a new direction. Whether one is far away or close
at hand, they are all my brothers and sisters. In contact with the
Mysterious One, one can love all people, including enemies,
those who curse us, and even those who persecute us. When
filled with this power, all those who disagree, those who hate,
those who are despised, can come together. In this love, there
are priorities, first come the rejected and the weak. This love
gives people the courage and strength to resist injustice in
society. Jesus did not require everyone to be poor, but to be
prudent, to know self-control, and to reject extravagance. As 2
Corinthians says: “Whoever had much did not have more, and
whoever had little did not have less.” (2 Cor 8:15)

It is extremely difficult to live out love, but God is that love.
God is present in this love. Sometimes people believe in a god
of power, a god of all things, and so they often ask God to
protect them in their present situation. However, God is not the
same as the gods of other religions, and these gods are not the
same as the Father revealed by Jesus. The last chapter of John’s
Gospel records a special gathering feast of Jesus with seven
people, this small group of seven people including apostles,
disciples and lay people who represented the early church, the
church of the little flock. They fished all night and caught
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nothing, but then Jesus instructed them, “Cast the net over the
right side of the boat and you will find something. So they cast
it, and were not able to pull it in because of the number of fish.”
(Jn 21:6) When they came ashore, they saw a charcoal fire with
fish and bread on it. Jesus had prepared everything for them and
invited them to have breakfast as the master. St. John’s
description of this meal repeats the same words of the Last
Supper. “Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to
them, and in like manner the fish.” (Jn 21:13) What John is
describing is not in the ‘past tense’, but in the “present tense’. St
John wanted to express that Jesus is present wherever and
whenever the community holds this feast, and “now” Jesus
takes the bread, becomes the bread Himself, and invites people
to share in the Bread of Life. The meaning of the Eucharist is
that those who gather together receive the love of God. This
Bread of Life urges one to become the bread shared by brothers
and sisters. So all become brothers and sisters, children of God.
For those believers who eat the bread and drink wine of Jesus
but are unwilling to share with others basically do not
understand the meaning of the Eucharist. It is noteworthy that
the above meal gathering was attended by the apostles Peter,
Thomas and Nathanael, as well as two sons of Zebedee and two
other disciples, clearly showing that there was no difference in
status. Communion in the Eucharist, whether at Jesus’ time or
now through a community of believers hosting the feast of
bread and wine, shows the true nature of the Church.
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(12) EL2E=12EHfX (12) The three Theological Virtues,
HYEERSEEIT Faith, Hope, Love and the Eucharist

l‘{l’:'m
@ "r'\/* B,
3’ i

m" % (‘)’)“.\

7 "\“-"‘
'\\i A

1. E¥E=fE0E 1. The characteristics of Faith, Hope and Love

- S 43 g 7 IR0 % it 248 Unlike other virtues, one cannot attain faith, hope, and love by
¥ oBA SRS ko Flm A S mere learning nor by practicing. They are called theological
AP g (7o 5% € =44 T4 L~ &  virtues. They are infused in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. They
Adus oo Uz - R A SR~ B 4% have the One and Triune God for their origin, motive, and object
Fo¥t g (S X 2 I 1812 > 1813) » F]  (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church 1812, 1813). Therefore,
P A3 g EE R AR T . 5% weshould ask ourselves not “in what we believe”, but “in whom

ToLBA B AREZRF LB M ko we believe”. The theological virtues enable us to have an
AFFagp e Rend M AEF Y0 2 intimate father-son relationship with the Heavenly Father. We
LA b A S A 1 iR A4Feng w0 2% all have the desire to know what we believe, to understand the
I Wi ? ﬁ] = e doctrine we believe and we hope to do good deeds. This desire

is natural and good; however, faith, hope, and love urge us to
reach a higher level of living.

TRGEEHENGREMEL 5 @  How the three theological virtues faith, hope and love are
Trer 7 related to the Eucharist?

T AP E S kst R 7 & 5 After Jesus had fed the people with five loaves and two fish, he
REFHNGHY B> @ & WX L F  told them not to work for food that perishes, but “to do the work
M2 4 & Rip it £ o ,T-*u{iﬁ % of God, and to believe in the one He sent.” (Jn 6:29) The
715 f s #rivat Refe (3% 61 29)P8#ke  Bucharist is the memorial of how Jesus did the work of God:
TR T L e Ak X A% £ A out of love He sacrificed himself and gave his life for all.
FfrpE o & ¥ R R fet p & entL Therefore, faith is not a vague sentiment. We believe that we
froFpt A2 HG > { £E | { B &=> canreach a much higher level. We believe in the Risen Lord
7 r“]* ﬂc‘\ 2t R B N PR E 0 present in the Bucharist. We believe that we should carry out
] FRRAEF I GReE ¥ M E S B Jesus’ mission of saving the world with love. St. Paul reminds
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us that “faith, hope, love remain, these three, but the greatest of
these is love”. (1 Cor 13:13)

The Eucharist is the sign of this eternal love of Jesus for all. In
heaven, faith and hope will not be needed any more, as in
heaven we will see God face to face as he is. Hope will not be
necessary either, since everything will have reached their
fulfilment. Love will remain eternally because God is Love.

Christians very often think that to live out Christ means to do
good deeds, obey the commandments, speak the truth and
search for justice. This thinking is correct, but it is not complete.
It is far from the essence of the life of God’s children, who know
that we are saved not by our merits but by the grace of God.
Therefore we first must receive the Holy Spirit’s gift of the three
theological virtues faith, hope and love, which will then enable
us to do good deeds, obey the commandments, speak the truth
and act justly. Otherwise, the order of cause and effect will be

upended!

2. “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world” (Jn 1:29)
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There are three types of lamb in the Bible.

First, the Passover Lamb. On the night before the Israelites
departed from Egypt, Moses told them to prepare a lamb for
each household. They had to take some of its blood and apply it
to the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they
ate it. Seeing the blood, God would pass over and not let the
destructors come into the house. (Ex 12:22-23)

Secondly the Passover Lamb symbolizes both salvation and the
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scapegoat. The Prophet Isaiah describes the servant of God as a
lamb led to the slaughterhouse or a sheep silent before shearers.
The guilt of the world laid upon him, he endured our sufferings.
He was afflicted, spurned, and avoided by men. (Is 53:3-7) St.
Peter reminds us that we are ransomed from our futile conduct,
handed on by our ancestors, not with perishable things like
silver or gold but with the precious blood of Christ as of a
spotless unblemished lamb. (1 Pt 1:18-19)

Thirdly, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” Then John’s disciples followed Jesus. (Jn 1:29)

The lamb in the Scripture delivers us a very strong message:
Jesus leaves us His Body and Blood as a sign to commemorate
Him. The Eucharist is the feast of His redemptive work. At
every Mass, the priest repeats what John the Baptist said,
“Behold, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”
How does Jesus take away the sin of the world? What exactly
is the sin of the world? We cannot interpret literally the meaning
of the sin of the world as the sin of humankind. Sin is a mystery.
It is a breakup between God and His creation. The incarnate
Word dwells among us to bear our sins, and humbly accepts the
judgement of the world to die as a criminal on the cross. His role
of scapegoat has bridged the gap between God the creator and
His creatures. How could we stand there with no reaction when
we hear the solemn declaration of “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world”? We should act like John’s
disciples to build a close relationship with Jesus. If we firmly
believe that Jesus is the Lamb of God, every time we receive the
Eucharist at Mass, we are reaffirming our covenant with Jesus
to carry on His mission to preach God’s work to all nations.
Jesus sacrifices Himself for the sake of the sin of the world.
Where there is hatred, He brings love, where there is violence,
He brings hope, and brings mercy to evil, enable those who fell
because of sin to stand up again. By imitating Jesus, the Mass
will become part of our real life, and Jesus will no longer be
lonely on the cross. Sunday Mass is not simply Jesus’ sacrifice,
but the sacrifice of the whole community of believers, who like
Jesus and with Jesus are willing to take Jesus with them to bear
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the sufferings of others.

3. You will eat my flesh and drink my blood
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Jesus' disciples were shocked when Jesus told them that they
had to eat His flesh and drink His blood. They did not
understand Jesus and they were wondering whether Jesus was
using a parable. Perhaps Jesus was asking them to accept reality
as it is. They truly did not know. To understand what Jesus
meant, let us try to get inside the mind of Jesus and find out what
he was thinking. In particular, in the miracle of the five loaves
and two fish, when Jesus was giving bread to the hungry, what
was he thinking in his mind? What was Jesus’ thought when He
fed the hungry? It was always in His mind that if a man is to be
saved, he must first share what he has with others, so he invited
the crowd present to share what they had. The five loaves and
two fish are just a symbol. Willing to share all that we have is
the standard requirement. When Jesus broke the bread and gave
it to the hungry, he knew that He was going to become the
broken bread to be given to the people. The miracle of the
broken loaves and of the shared fish symbolizes the broken
body of Jesus on the cross. The Gospel of John, which does not
report Jesus’ last supper, in its detailed description of the miracle
of the five loaves and two fish well expresses the deep meaning
of Jesus’ death on the cross. The other three gospels report Jesus’
last supper and record Jesus’ words. We hear them each time we
participate in the Mass: “On the night He was betrayed, He took
bread, and, giving thanks to the Father, broke it, and gave it to
His disciples, saying: Take this, all of you, and eat of it, for this
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is my Body, which will be given up for you. When Supper was
ended, He took the chalice and, once more giving thanks, He
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take this, all of you, and drink
from it, for this is the chalice of my Blood, the Blood of the new
and eternal covenant, which will be poured out for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in memory of me”.
Each Mass is a memorial of Jesus’ death on the cross. During
Mass we are allowed to share his broken body and drink his
poured out blood. The gospel of John reports that after the
miracle of the loaves and fish, Jesus explained to the crowds the
meaning of the miracle. Jesus said, “Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood remains in me and I in him”. (Jn 6:56) These
words clearly state the objective of the gift of Jesus. Whenever
the faithful eat the bread and drink the cup, Jesus “abides” in
them and they “abide” in Jesus. “Abides in”” denotes a true deep
communion. By eating this bread and drinking this blood, “we

have become what we eat and what we drink. For this to happen,
the “Amen” of the believer is necessary, which means “I believe
and I am willing”. When the believers receive the Body and
Blood of Jesus, they commit themselves to fulfil Jesus’ mission

until he will come again.

4. The Word - the food from heaven
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Jesus made it clear that in the Old Testament the manna was the
food that came down from heaven. It prefigured the new
mamma, Jesus’ words and His body and blood. “One does not
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from
the mouth of God.” (Mt 4:4) He further states that “The words
I have spoken to you are spirit and life”, (Jn 6:63) “everyone
who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life, and
I shall raise him on the last day.” (Jn 6:40) Many people saw
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Jesus and heard his words, but not all believed. Many, including
some of his disciples, turned their backs and left him. Jesus
explained that to know and accept him as son of God and the
Messiah sent by God is a gift from God. (Jn 6:44) Jesus said, “I
am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger,
and whoever believes in me will never thirst.” (Jn 6:35) In other
words we can say that the whole mystery of the Eucharist is
listening to and believing in the Word of God and eating and
drinking the body and blood of Jesus. “It is written in the
prophets: ‘They shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who
listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me”. (Jn

6:45)

Participating in the Eucharist is God’s invitation to us to learn.
This learning is not like learning at school or at work. Our true
teacher is inside us. Is Jesus and his Spirit, who inspire us, our
inner conscience to see the truth, to see the meaning of life, to
understand our responsibility at home, in society and in the
community of the Church, to see our relationship with others
and with the whole universe. Our teacher not only teaches us
what we should do, but he becomes our strength when we try to
put it into practice. He becomes our rock to rely upon and our
fellow traveller. He is like a tree and we are its branches. Like a
branch we are always united with the tree, in constant contact
with it. Faith is this intimate relationship with Christ. Faith
cannot be the fruit of our studying and learning. Faith is a gift
from God. In order that the branch may produce any fruit, first
it has to be united with the tree. When we celebrate the
Eucharist, we celebrate the mystery of faith. We celebrate the
unity of Jesus with his believers, the unity of the believers
among themselves and the unity with the Father who is all in
all. The celebration of the Eucharist sends us to announce this
Good News to all: here on earth we can already have a foretaste
of eternal life. Hope sustained by faith urges us to walk with
confidence towards the day of the final resurrection of a new
heaven and a new earth. During the journey, suffering and death
will be there, but will be like the sowing of a seed that must die
in the soil before being born into a huge, beautiful tree of life.
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(13) The Tripod
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The tripod was an important household artefact in ancient times.
Let us imagine that a light is placed on a tripod and let us invite
three specialists, a scientist, a Christian and a poet to discuss on

the topic of “Light” seen from three different angles.

1. The scientist: do you know how fast light travels in a
vacuum? Light travels in a vacuum at 299,792 kilometres per
second, the fastest speed of all matter in the universe. For us on
earth, light travels faster than we can imagine. The length of the
circle of the Earth’s equator is about 40,375 kilometres. If the
Earth had no atmosphere to block light, then light could travel
around the Earth 7.5 times per second, which is equivalent to
one revolution in 0.13 seconds! The average distance from the
Earth to the Moon is 384,400 km, so a single trip from the Earth
to the Moon takes 1.255 seconds and a round trip takes about
2.51 seconds. In other words, the moonlight we see on Earth is
in fact the moon of 1.255 seconds earlier.

What is light? Light is made up of particles called photons!
Photons are strange in that they cannot standstill, they are
constantly moving at the speed of light! The time it takes for a
photon to leave the surface of the sun and travel to earth is 8
minutes and 20 seconds. If the sun suddenly stopped shining
now, the light we would still see with our naked eyes would be
the light of 8 minutes and 20 seconds earlier.

Therefore, scientists can use the light cone to explain space-
time. The moment the sun stops shining will not have an
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immediate effect on us, we will only be affected by this event 8
minutes and 20 seconds later, when the Earth is within the future
light cone of the event when the sun stopped shining.
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What we see is always a past event. Moreover, we have not yet
calculated the time for a photon to move from the core of the
sun to its surface. Perhaps it will take thousands of years. We
could say then that if there were extra-terrestrial creatures in our
solar system and they took a look at the earth with advanced
technology, they would be able to see the earth in our past
dinosaur age.

Light not only allows us to see, it also gives us warmth too.
Modern scientific research has proven that natural sunlight
increases the body’s absorption of oxygen, lowers the heart rate,
speeds up the skin’s metabolism, regulates the body’s immune
function and even improves muscle energy. Plants also rely on
sunlight to promote their organic activity and help them grow.
Sunlight is essential for the survival of all things in the world.

The three primary colours of white light - red, green and blue -
are mixed into various shades, making the world a colourful
place. However, human eyesight is limited and some colours
can only be seen by certain creatures, so people can only see
parts of them and already feel the beauty of the world.
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No matter in the universe can travel faster than the speed of
light, and this limitation prevents man from controlling
everything in the universe. Scientists recognize that those who
study science must be humble enough to accept that the area of

what we do not know is far greater than the area of what we do
know!
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2. The Christian: Christians believe in the biblical account
that God created heaven and earth and that God said, “Let there
be light! And there was light.” ( Gn 1:3) Light was created by
God. The Gospel of John begins with the words, “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. (Jn 1:1) All things were created by the Word,
and in the Word there was life, and “this life was the light of the
human race.” (Jn 1:4) “The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.”” (Jn 1:5) John the Baptist “was
not the light, but came to testify to the light.” (Jn 1:8) “The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.”
(Jn_1:9) Jesus is the true light that enlightens the world. He is
the life. He is the Word.

The apostle John says in his letter, “whoever loves his brother
remains in the light”. (1 Jn 2:10) “Whoever hates his brother is
in darkness; he walks in darkness.” (1 Jn 2:11) If we love one
another, we remain in Jesus, enjoy his life, we are enlightened
by him. We know how to discern the direction of where we are

going.
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The apostle John further states that, “Beloved, let us love one
another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten
by God and knows God. Whoever is without love does not
know God, for God is love.” (1 _Jn 4:7-8) “We have come to
know and to believe in the love God has for us. God is love, and
whoever remains in love remains in God and God in him.” (1
Jn 4:16)

Christians believe in the true light that shines in the world - Jesus
Christ, who is the way, the truth, the life and the love. It is
through knowing Jesus Christ that we can know life, we can

know truth, we can know love, and we can return to the source
of all things — God.

e 7 (Dante Alighieri) » gt < #u4p @2 p (X
IR AP AR Al FranFl o
LF (R ) Frise (o) ¢ Ay
B - *7"‘"19 B fold e — F’B{zr.l‘t‘—*‘ﬁxf
pe it i ¢ A gt - I_i_m.ﬂimﬁc
e o PREAR Ry R S I i
oo B O etk AP B e e
B wfE R o Bl aam ik FEL
BEE(Virgil) B frd) o FAT R 2 gt
RO 1o BenE A %',‘&(Beatrice)fjﬁtt
TFMCEFE ARG AN

¥ oo

3. The poet: Dante Alighieri, a prominent figure of the
European Renaissance, is Italy’s greatest poet and is best known
for his epic poem The Divine Comedy. Everything in the Divine
Comedy is symbolic. At the beginning, the author described
himself as lost in life, as if in a dark forest, a forest that
symbolises the chaos of Italy at the time. He wanted to run out
of the forest, but was blocked by three beasts: a lion, a leopard
and a wolf. In his fear, he met Virgil, a Roman poet who rescued
him and led him on a tour of Hell and Purgatory. And Beatrice,
his secret love, was waiting for him at the gates of Heaven to
guide him, a mortal, into Heaven.
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Dante described what he saw and heard in heaven. “Then unto
the Eternal Light they turned, on which it is not credible could
be. By any creature bent an eye so clear.”

In this light, he felt that he was completely himself, that all
desires had become empty, as if he had reached a state of no
desire:

“And I, who to the end of all desires,

Was now approaching, even as I ought,

The ardour of desire within me ended.”

He was willing to be absorbed in God:

“Because my sight, becoming purified,

Was entering more and more into the ray,

Of the High Light which of itself is true.”

Words of praise come naturally from his heart.

“O Light Supreme, that dost so far uplift thee, From the conceits
of mortals, to my mind,

Of what thou didst appear re-lend a little.

And make my tongue of so great puissance,

That but a single sparkle of thy glory,

It may bequeath unto the future people.”

He likes to celebrate all this: “O grace abundant, by which I
presumed, to fix my sight upon the Light Eternal.”

He sees all things in the universe as scattered fragments coming
together in a book at this moment, so that he can relate:

“I saw that in its depth far down is lying,

Bound up with love together in one volume,

What through the universe in leaves is scattered.”
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Dante is fully willing to be united with the Lord, but still feels
his weakness and humility.

“But my own wings were not enough for this,

Had it not been that then my mind there smote

A flash of lightning, wherein came its wish.

He is willing to let the love of God drive him.

“Here vigour failed the lofty fantasy:

But now was turning my desire and will,

Even as a wheel that equally is moved,

The Love which moves the sun and the other stars.”
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(14) Faith and Culture
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What influence does the history and culture of the East and West
have on faith? We can learn from the dialogue between an
atheist from the West (WA) and a Buddhist from Asia (AB).

WA: Although I call myself an atheist, I was born and raised in
a very devout European Catholic family. I love and respect my
parents especially my mother. She puts forth her efforts to take
care of the family so everyone can feel her tender love. She
joyfully gives thanks when things go well. She prays fervently
in times of trouble. The most interesting thing is that whenever
there is a thunder or a lightning, she crosses herself. She is well
educated, understands astronomical phenomena, but somehow,
this is her way. Modern science can clearly explain natural
phenomena, and there are vaccines and medicines to combat
stubborn diseases but whenever tragic disasters happen,
Catholics would fast and pray and have processions with the
statues of Mary and the saints. These people are still so
traditionalists, and that is why I slowly drifted away from the
Church.

AB: My family background is very different. I grew up in a
traditional Chinese family. My father was deeply influenced by
Chinese culture: respect for the elders, values of the family and
great emphasis on the four cardinal principles (propriety,
righteousness, integrity and shame) and eight virtues (loyalty,
filial piety, benevolence, love, honesty, justice, harmony and

%X AT o 2 R peace). Mother is pious to various deities and prays to them
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regularly. However, [ was educated in a Catholic school. We are
a harmonious family and did not talk about religion. My wife’s
family are all devout Catholics who live a very disciplined and
loving life. I wish that our children will live a similar faithful
life, therefore they were baptized after their birth. For their well-
being, I go to church to attend Mass with them. Seeing my wife
praying with the children makes me feel peaceful and full of joy.
For the sake of communion of family, I joined the catechism
class and I realized that faith is about building a father-son
relationship with God the Father and a brother-sister
relationship with others, equality and love, forgiveness and
tolerance, how wonderful!

WA: In this way, it is as if there were two gods in the world. The
god of my family’s tradition is the Almighty Creator of heaven
and earth and all things are in his control. Anyone who trusts in
him must rely on him and seek him. He is man’s refuge and man
must fall under his wings when faced with trouble. However,
after the birth of science, this god lost his practical value. Then

one can cry out, “God is dead!”

AB: I could not accept the myth that God creates the heavens
and earth and everything. Thus, I did not accept the Catholic
faith even though I had been in a Catholic school for many
years. | followed my father’s teachings, lived by the traditional
morality, and my mother’s thoughts on respecting all living
creatures and strived to be away from sufferings.

WA: T think you had not had the chance to learn about the
traditional European Catholic faith. What you believed is God
the Father revealed by Jesus. This reminded me of the parable
of putting new wine into old wineskins. (Mk 2:22) At the time
of Jesus, people used skins to carry wine. If new wine was
poured into old wineskins, as the new wine would continue to
ferment, the old wineskin would burst. Jesus used this metaphor
to express how the new spirit of the Gospel would impact on the
old Jewish cultural tradition. I would also like to use this
metaphor to express that the Church is more than 2,000 years
old and she should be integrated into modern culture.
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AB: Oh! I see, you’re not rejecting God, you’re just dissatisfied
with Church tradition.

WA: I read the Old Testament and learnt that the Jews were firm
on preserving their faith and traditions. In fact, at that time there
were many outstanding ancient civilizations, such as Egypt,
Babylon, Persia, etc. The Jews were exiled to Babylon and were
persecuted. Instead of raising up a great warrior from among
their people, God sent Cyrus, the Persian king, on His mission
to release them to their homeland. By the time of Jesus, the Jews
were generally speaking Aramaic and only the scribes knew
traditional Hebrew. It was therefore the prerogative of the
scribes to recite and explain the scriptures, and thus to have

power over the people.

AB: This is why translation is so important.

WA: Translation is not easy at all. You cannot simply translate
literally. Translators have to know the two languages well, as
well as the cultural background. At the time of Jesus, the
Hebrew Scriptures were available to the people in the Aramaic
translation of Targums. Jesus preached in Aramaic according to
local culture. His disciples, including the apostles, were Jews
who spoke Aramaic. As the Church developed further, Greeks
and Romans joined in, and there were conflicts of cultures. The

dispute on circumcision is an obvious example.

AB: However, these cultural conflicts were resolved by the
Apostles and the faith continued to spread to Europe. According
to the Acts of the Apostles, St. Paul was welcomed by the local
Christian community when he arrived in Rome. Lay people had
already begun evangelization in Rome. Sadly, both Peter and
Paul were martyred in Rome.

WA: Indeed, the early Church was persecuted by the regime for
almost three hundred years until Constantine the Great. His
mother, Helen was a devoted Catholic. From this point onwards,
the history of the Church turned a new page. As the emperor
believed in Christianity, so did the people, and the Church began
to enjoy many privileges and even controlled the affairs of the
state. Religion had become the heart of the state and the priests

110



BooipfAh F W W FRF I ATER o A
PR TR KR R RBE ok
o LRERT P MY BT %
*%‘fr’#dl‘%‘i% 1% 3 7 BEXKT m’fﬁﬂf' » B
BEAEERFfoEY T 2 o

&L R AR e
=< .‘ﬂﬁ‘uﬂ’ °

WA : IR £ PRk @ ELE o BAT
éwggﬁz%ﬁ? HIHARL R
Y BEREL 0 FNGRT & arL
EoFRALE AT o BEKE
A I & KPR o B A BRE L 5T
i eﬁgszwtéw P
34

AB: HLfE - Ffes  DIFMRET 0 TRAL

hi o b gy

WA: B0 ARt o ek
¥ g IR AT A G o RS
BB e A A i AR g
FEAMNGRpER L@ A H
¥ fi— el l'ﬁ;l'ﬁﬁj’fg
3 8 R HAk g N o B §
PALE < b8 Folr R 4n L lxpm

A2 o
AB: FLimipthit > 5 - BR %ffj'f'u“
AR GG R it a PR L A

A A s SN 2 quﬁf ?%P > fL ,#r
B AEA AR oA P AR
AL LI LR L
Gl4cE € A fE- § A TEH FA2 L4y
1% ERCEAY 1N 2 iy n% ,_E,_ﬁ;: g E!}‘%x,
AT e R o F 3 /\Aiﬁign#;:
GRS E = TR A

00T ip- B Y A %agg;:ggA th
el BRELiileseg e > A0

were a privileged class. This trend extended to many emerging
countries, where faith formation was extremely superficial, and
religion influenced culture and customs, as well as education. In
medieval times, only the nobility and the clergy enjoyed the
right to education, and only they knew how to read and use
Latin.

AB: It’s like the world is going round! Jesus is really going to

appear an.

WA What emerged was not Jesus, but science. This new culture
was truly unacceptable for the Church, it was considered even
heretical. After the Renaissance, Europe underwent a major
reformation and society as a whole seemed to awaken to the fact
that it no longer accepted the intervention of the Church and
demanded a separation of church and state, without the priests
interfering in politics, and the Church was gradually

marginalised, a phenomenon that continued to this day.

AB: No wonder, when my wife and I travelled to Europe, the
churches there were deserted.

WA: In fact, many people, like me, would like to get rid of the
so-called glorious image of the medieval church. Now that
science has advanced beyond human expectations, I think the
only way for the Church to emerge from this decline and
become part of the community again is through lay people. The
lay people are the people of the Church, but they are also
citizens of society. In fact, the cultural and religious conflicts in

society today are caused mainly by lay people.

AB: From what you have said, I have the impression that you
are keen to abandon the old culture for the new one. For us
Asians, we still appreciate the old culture very much, especially
in terms of morality and ethics, and we are more receptive to the
Western culture, which is the standard for many things, such as
respect for human rights and equality between men and women,
which you regard as universal values. I believe that these values
are influenced by the Christian religion. However, the
Westerners have a spirit of scientific inquiry, and they have to
seek justification for everything, but this is really lacking in the
East. For example, Chinese medicine is mostly based on
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experience and has been used for thousands of years without
any justification. The pursuit of the virtues of truth, goodness
and beauty, which I think are also enlightening, is difficult to
explore in a scientific spirit. The East is constantly learning from
the West, but very few, and I say very few, not none, Westerners
study Eastern culture and beliefs. It is as if man has replaced
‘God’ with science and science has become a modern ‘religion’.
Religion has become an island. But I don’t think you need to be
so discouraged. More than 50 years ago the Second Vatican
Council was aware of the problem and responded positively.
The Church no longer resists science, history and philosophy,
and believes that research and discoveries in this area have
stimulated new theological inquiry. The Church also invites
theologians to discover more appropriate ways of proclaiming
the truth to modern people. Furthermore, theologians are being
asked, within the methods and limits of theological science, to
develop more efficient ways of communicating the Gospel to
the people of today, for the deposit and the truths of faith are one
thing, the manner of expressing them is quite another. (Gaudium
et Spes 62) I couldn’t agree more with you that the only way
forward for the Church are “lay people”. The world today has
fallen into another kind of idolatry of the things of this world
and has become a slave to the things of this world. It is the task
of the Church as a whole to make people capable of establishing
the proper scale of values in the temporal order and to direct it
towards God through Christ. The laity must take up the renewal
of the temporal order as their own special obligation. (Decree
on the Apostolate of Lay People 7)

WA: Yes, it is very true. Culture is not formed in a day. We need
to cherish our culture and not to discard it. Likewise, we need
to treasure the faith that was passed down by the Church for the
past two thousand years. I hope the Church can proclaim the
Gospel in a manner suitable to modern culture and language.
Culture is used to serve people, not people to serve culture.

112


https://www.vatican.va/chinese/concilio/vat-ii_gaudium-et-spes_zh-t.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/chinese/concilio/vat-ii_apostolicam-actuositatem_zh-t.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651118_apostolicam-actuositatem_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651118_apostolicam-actuositatem_en.html

(15) EEfERVE R
{EEEE

ot demifed > APE T B
SRES A A A R R R
U S N AR
A?‘;;er__-ﬂ_'\j}—;__ﬁ'JE\;ré\gp_ﬁ;ﬁé\
PP P e KIEY A p e A

(15) Christian Treasure:

Together with Christ

In the course of life, we often have different perspectives on life.
We all have our own standpoints, and our attitudes are often
unconsciously expressed. When people say, “life is short” or
“once in a lifetime”, they are revealing their outlook on life
through their words. As a Christian, it is crucial to choose our

AR AT RETR mﬁ*u{so? #7 p e e perspective of life.

A A g o

é%&mgl 18 ,Fa A : ;—,':a %E& , T' /r’ L‘
FAP R ’w{t&%\ SRR -
B & T F o

ngg‘&fmgg Al reng_ T QA o B
Expemrfpear i Teg > vy ! ]
(B815)i5 ¢ 9% bbb+ 37

[

The fundamental Christian perception of life is the belief that
through faith we are united with Christ, we live and act in the
Holy Spirit and we walk towards the Father.

Christians are well aware that they believe in God the Father.
Scripture teaches us that God the Father sent Jesus to us to teach
us to call God ‘Abba Father.” (Rom 8:15) Jesus tells us that He

r —g B 5 % Fq 8, 7R iR 2N 7\ e77  and the Father are one and “whoever sees me sees the one who

(%% )e (£ 1245)% < $2 4 hE &
S L T A 23
Frend o § b SRR JECIQ T
ﬁ,imr“‘- HAE AELL AR D

st kel 3 PRgR( SR 5 8:18) >

Q
o4
Bren—- 2Rk > 2 4 LF2E 4 o

ARRIARG B AW Bt
s AR E L ES P

sent me.” (Jn 12:45) When we see Jesus suffering and dying on

the cross, we see how much God the Father loves us. The Holy

Spirit inspires us and gives us help to live a life worthy of a
son. (Jn 8:18)

Christians believe that Jesus is living in their midst. Being able
to recognize Jesus in others is a treasure for Christians. Jesus has
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assured his followers that He is always among them, especially
with those who are suffering and being persecuted. Therefore,
He wants us to serve our brothers, especially those who are
poor, and hungry. (Mt 25:35-40) “Whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” (Mt 25:41) The
Apostles and their successors were called by Jesus to live their
lives with Christ. (Rom 12:1-2) They had not only to accept
Christ’s teaching, but had to resemble Christ and live faithfully
in Christ. (1 Cor 10:31) When the Apostles were filled with the
Holy Spirit, they clearly saw that the crucified Jesus was the
Messiah (the Christ) not only of the Jews but of mankind. (Acts
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10:37-43, Acts 2:32-36) This applies to all of us. If we can find
Jesus is our life, and walk towards the Father in the Holy Spirit,
then we have chosen the Christian way.

For Christians, this experience of being with Christ fills
everyday life, in life and death, in success and failure, in joy and

pain, in work and rest, in solitude and in community.

When Christians come together with this daily experience, they
will have a more in-depth sense of communion. They can feel
and experience what Christ has said, “For where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of
them.” (Mt 18:20) It is therefore clear that communion with

people and communion with the Lord go hand in hand.

When we read the Scriptures attentively, the Lord is speaking to
us through his Word, and that will bring to us a more in-depth
experience. With heartfelt gratitude, we celebrate the breaking
of the bread (Eucharist) according to our Lord’s command. We
implore the Father to send His Spirit to sanctify the bread and
wine to become the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
sharing with a joyful heart, as the experience of being with
Christ reaches its climax at this time. Eat and drink the blood of
death, while joyfully
celebrating His resurrection and sincerely looking forward to
His return. All Christians who take part in the Eucharistic liturgy

Christ in remembrance of Jesus’
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will realize the fact that everyone is the Body of Christ, and with
Him and in the unity of the Holy Spirit, return to the Father.

“Together with” is a characteristic sign for Christians. When we
are with others, we are with Christ. (Mt 18:20) In the liturgy of
their assemblies they reflect on the meaning of ‘unity in
diversity’. Christian communion means to be together.
Christians are to continue to develop this life of “communion”
in the midst of people until the Father becomes all in all.
“Together” means that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me. (Jn 10:30, 38)
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In the Holy Spirit
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In celebrating the Eucharist, Catholics ask the Heavenly Father
to send forth the Holy Spirit to sanctify the gifts of bread and
wine that they may become the Body and Blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ. At the same time, they also implore the Heavenly
Father to send the Holy Spirit on all participants in that by
sharing the Body and Blood of Christ, they may become one
body by the same Spirit. Turning the bread and wine into the
Body and Blood of Christ, and the believers becoming one with
each other, required a new spirituality, inspired by the Holy
Spirit.

The Holy Spirit has a rich meaning for Christians and represents
‘closeness to Christ’. In the Bible this is evident at Pentecost.
The Holy Spirit motivates believers to proclaim the Gospel of
Christ boldly and freely, showing that the risen Christ is with
them and that they may proclaim Christ to others beyond their

own boundaries.

The Holy Spirit is not a God other than the Father and the Son.
The Holy Spirit is always with the Father and with the Risen
Christ. Once knowing that the Holy Spirit is with Christ, then
receiving Holy Communion is to receive Christ and the Holy
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Spirit at the same time. The power of the Spirit allows the
recipient to become Christ’s mystical body. In fact, the Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of Christ and the power of the Father that
raises Christ from the dead. The Holy Spirit enables all those
who believe in the Risen Lord to know that Jesus of Nazareth is
risen and He is not only a man who lived 2,000 years ago, but
He lives with us today.

A perfect mirror reflects a perfect image. If it is broken, every
single piece reflects part of that image. Jesus’ death on the cross
is like that broken mirror. The Spirit of Jesus Christ radiates in
every person. When we recognize Christ in others, the broken
pieces of the mirror become a complete mirror that will reflect
a perfect image of Christ. This is the power of the Holy Spirit,

which puts the broken pieces together into a perfect mitror.

After Pilate had said to Jesus, “What is truth?”” He went out to
tell the Jews: “I find no guilt in him”. (Jn 18:38) We often
behave like Pilate, we drop the topic after asking the same
question “what is truth”. Jesus said that He came into the world
to testify to the truth. (Jn 18:37) The truth that Jesus speaks
makes people free and courageous. The Spirit of Jesus teaches
us all truth and supports the whole community of the Church to
spread the Truth to all people. Jesus is the Truth and the Church
of Jesus must accept, guard and announce this Truth to all
nations. Each epoch, each culture demands a new way to make
people of that epoch and culture understand and accept Jesus’
Truth.

When believers, both shepherds and sheep, live in the Holy
Spirit and are supported by the same Spirit, they will remain
faithful to the Truth. In other words, when the Spirit is with us,
we will not turn away from the source of strength and truth. We
are the Church. We are all sinners. The Church has faults;
however, this does not mean that the Church is not with the Holy
Spirit. The Church cannot be without the Holy Spirit. The
Church is infallible because of the presence of the Holy Spirit,
who always gives her freedom and courage

117


https://www.ccreadbible.org/Chinese%20Bible/sigao/John_bible_Ch_18_.html
https://www.ccreadbible.org/Chinese%20Bible/sigao/John_bible_Ch_18_.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/18

RVERAR G A o A dade R Y AR
FREXLRABREA 2 LS LHER

MmE @2 A 22 F
CEA S R CEER E SA R SRS

Fofom B EA g e I ke £

SERE R RS U 3 4
R FIEEY-S EC R S SN
R % 180 IR EAT AT ¥ PR pRen
SEEE TIA RE VYIS FECE
FEnpIn R T R0 AE R E T T
K 2B R B2 kP irdiE
(%R £ 14:26 ; % 16:13) -

FH A AT R AR k-
AP TN 2Bz I kdde
BAL T BAER  BA R R ER
Frd FAAEY AT R 2
Mg EY RO R APRE X A pd
+ i o S R A o AR
e g AP F A A A
PR E e fRm o AV IR il
AFPE AR LR A TR T R o
TR N O] § kieslizt L o
A AR P e B ih Xk ok dEAR e

Christians believe in the Holy Spirit, who motivates believers to
be faithful to Christ. Jesus never told his disciples to write down
what He had taught them. The teachings of Jesus Christ were
transmitted orally and were announced orally to all nations.
After many years of Evangelization to all nations, it was felt the
need of writing down what was transmitted. The Church
believes that the writers who put in writing the oral tradition,
were assisted and inspired by the Holy Spirit in this important
work. The writers had to remain faithful to Jesus’ teachings, but
each writer used his own style, his own way of writing, his
metaphors, his personal general education, his spirituality etc.
You will find out that the words of Jesus are reported differently
in different Gospels. The “Our Father”, the prayer that Jesus
taught his disciples to recite is reported in a different form in
different Gospels. The same can be said for the Beatitudes. We
can say that one thing is the truth that the Bible wants to transmit
and one thing is the manner in which it is transmitted. Christians
are asked to believe in the Truth transmitted, not in the manner
it is transmitted. The writers of the books of Holy Scriptures
were mainly concerned about practical or doctrinal matters
encountered in their Evangelization work. Christian faith is
based on Jesus Christ, who is the complete Revelation to
mankind. The written books help us to understand Jesus Christ
and His teachings. After Jesus’ Ascension to heaven, the
Apostles taught the faithful the words and deeds of the Lord
Jesus with a fuller understanding. The apostles enjoyed this
deep understanding because they were taught and enlightened
by the Holy Spirit. (cf. Jn 14:26; Jn 16:13)

The Holy Spirit is not a god conceived by a human mind. The
name ‘Spirit’ manifests the profound relationships of Father-
Son-Spirit, the Triune God which is the basis and meaning of
our faith. The Holy Spirit gives the faithful a renewing, adaptive
strength to meet life’s challenges, so that we can restore our
identity as God’s free children and regain the spirit of God’s
children. This transformed life is what we often call “the life in
the Spirit”. However, in the reality of our lives, we are often
bound by certain ideas or circumstances. Christians need the
courage of the Holy Spirit to break through these boundaries
and barriers. When Christ was on earth, he was with the sinners
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and the downtrodden, giving people a sense of equality and
unity. Jesus’ Truth goes always with mercy and love. This truth
in love enables people to face reality and to break free from
boundaries. This freedom can be expressed in different forms of
life. Some are teachers, some are missionaries, Some are
prophets, some have the task of communication and
counselling, some choose a married life, some choose a life of
celibacy, some are willing to live in poverty, and some are
willing to live in a monastic community. All these different
forms are motivated by the same Holy Spirit to build up the
same Church community. In order to build the Church as a sign
of unity, some are called to the priesthood, to administer the

sacraments and to proclaim the Gospel.

All Christians are called to be creative in the Holy Spirit, to draw
near to Christ, to face all things boldly, to break the bonds of sin,
to be free children of the Father and to bring freshness to an old

world.
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(17) Christian Treasure:

Journeying towards the Father

Westerners like to describe the process of life as a journey “from
the cradle to the grave”, but the East says “the leaves return to
their roots”. Starting from the cradle is a hopeful and pleasant
description and memory, but it ends up in the grave. The
Chinese see the apparent loss of the “fallen leaves™ as a return
to the roots, to the original source. Both views may seem
pessimistic on the surface, but in reality, they very optimistic.
Whether it is “from the cradle to the grave” or “the fallen leaves
return to their roots”, it is about the same thing: life has a
beginning and an end. We can say that a person’s life is a
“journey”. In the gospel, Jesus called Himself “the way”. Those
who know Him, will also know the Father, and they will know
where they are going. They will know their final destination.
The Father is where they are going, and so those who follow

Jesus know the way.
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The thread in the hand of the loving mother,

Is woven into the roving son’s garments.

Before he goes, she stitches and stitches quickly,

Fearing that he might be delayed in his return,

However deep his gratitude (of an inch-long grass),

How can he ever repay a debt (warmth of the spring sun) that
will bind him always.

(Tang. Meng Jiao, “The Song of the Wandering Son™)
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The paradox in the poem is the need to sew quickly so that the
journey can be made sooner. It is not that she wants her son to
leave home sooner, but she is afraid that the delay in departure
will affect the return date. The word “return” in the poem
expresses the expectation of a loving mother and the

expectation of a wandering son.

The loving mother in the poem is like the heavenly Father to
whom we return. The life of the traveller is a journey towards
the Father. When the traveller believes in Christ, Christ is the
way that leads him to the Father.

In fact, the road is only a process, it is the destination that really
attracts people. However, often the purpose of being human and
the meaning of life is not like going to a known, attractive
destination. Often it is full of fear, doubts and reluctance to leave
what we possess now on earth. Faith tells us that we are going

home, but we cannot say with certainty where home is.

Christians are convinced that their heavenly Father is “love” and
the fact that Jesus died for sinners gives them a touch of the
Father’s love. “If you know me, then you will also know my
Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” (Jn
14:7) Thus, Christians believe that everything belongs to them,
they belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to the Father.
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When a man steps towards the grave, he does not step towards
death, just as a leaf does not complete the cycle until it falls to
its roots; so the “return” of a man is not the moment of death,
but the moment when he learns that he is a son and returns to
the Father. In the parable of the Prodigal Son, (Lk 15:11-32) the
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return home of the prodigal son did not begin when he felt
hardship in his wanderings, but when he felt himself a son and
asked for a share of the family estate. His journey home
involves leaving his father’s house, going on a journey, and then

returning to that house. This whole process is his journey home.

The “parable of the prodigal son” is a true reflection of life. We
tend to listen to the story as a bystander and would not
acknowledge that we ourselves are the prodigal son. When we
are able to realise our identity as the prodigal son, we will feel
joy and glory. However, we always think we are the older son,
that we are good, and we deserve rewards by the father. Our
heavenly father loves us as we are. He loves us even when we
are sinners. His love is a constant invitation to conversion and

repentance.

In their spiritual life, Christians keep learning about their
relationship with the Father, until the Father has become all
things in fullness. Christians know that God loves them like a
father. He created them, he wants them to be his children and be
part of His family and live intimately with him, sharing the new
life of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Once this is
understood, all things will change, and become clear. Christians
will know who they are, where they come from, where they are

going to and the reason to live and to suffer.

The deeper Christians’ relationship with others, the deeper they
will come to know the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in
relation to them. God created man to participate in His
relationship, not as an individual, but as a people. Man’s life is
drawn into the everlasting love of the Father. Christ brings
mankind to the Father, and the grace of the Holy Spirit envelops
mankind in its entirety. Jesus says, “Whoever loves me will
keep my words, and my Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our dwelling with him.” (Jn 14:23)

In the family, in interaction with others, in work, in joy and in
pain, one grows until, at the end of one’s earthly journey;, it all
melts into one in the Father.
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However, in the journey one is already constantly turning to the
Father. They come to the Father through participation in the
Christian community, for the main purpose of the Christian
community is to celebrate the Father, who has called them
together in brotherhood. Through the sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist, they joined the Christian
community on the one hand and embarked on a journey to the
Father on the other.
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see again the gift that Jesus Christ has brought to humankind:

hope.
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(18) The preaching of the early

church

In a Jewish cultural environment (30-70 AD)

The early believers formed a community in Jerusalem and lived
as a community with all their belongings in common. (Acts
2:44; Acts 4:34-37) As a result of their courageous witness and

preaching, many Jews began to accept Jesus as the Messiah. As

a result, Judaism persecuted the early church brutally. The most
prominent witness and preacher at that time was Deacon
Stephen. He quoted from the Old Testament to prove that Jesus
Christ was the Messiah that the Jewish people and their
ancestors were expecting. His preaching aroused the anger of
the Sanhedrin and the crowd, making him the first martyr of the
early church. (Acts 6:8-15; Acts 7:1-60)

As aresult of the Jewish persecution of Christ's followers, (Acts
4:1-2; Acts 5:17, 24; Acts 12:1) the church spread northward
from Jerusalem to Samaria, (Acts 8:5-17) Antioch, (Acts 11:20)
and southward to Alexandria in Egypt, reaching out to Jews,

Jews abroad and Gentiles outside Jerusalem. (Acts 10:22)

The main message that the apostles proclaimed to the Jews was
that the Messiah, foretold by the prophets and expected by the
Jews, had come, and that He was Jesus, known to the apostles,
who was crucified by the powers, and that God had raised Him
from the dead and made Him Lord, the Messiah, and that the
apostles were His witnesses. The Holy Spirit sent by Jesus will
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be with them always, until the end of the age. And then, He will
come again in glory.

For the Jews, the coming of the Messiah will bring the day of
fullness for the whole nation. The apostles saw this fullness in
the resurrected Jesus. Although Jesus had just been crucified,
and the whole nation was still under Gentile rule, they
proclaimed that Jesus had risen. By proclaiming the resurrection
of Jesus, they were affirming that the kingdom of heaven that
Jesus proclaimed was at hand. The focus of their proclamation
was Jesus, not the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus proclaimed.
On the surface, they seemed not to accept Jesus’ proclamation,
but in fact, they not only accepted it, they further affirmed that
Jesus, who proclaimed the kingdom of heaven, was himself the
realization of the Kingdom of Heaven. Therefore, they called
out loudly and told the Jews that to accept Jesus as the Messiah
was to accept the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Jews who accepted Jesus as their Messiah did not have to
give up their Jewish traditions, culture, and ways of life, such as
the observance of the Law of Moses, (Acts 21:20) the Sabbath,
(Heb 4:9), the rite of circumcision, (Acts 16:1-3), the rite of
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cleansing, (Acts 21:24), the practice of prayer, (Acts 2:46, Acts
3:1), and attendance at synagogue meetings. (Acts 9:20, 18:26)

They looked at the history and values of the Jewish people with
a heart embracing the entire mankind.

The Church that developed from Jerusalem (70-135 AD)

When Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD, the
church, which was largely Jewish, was fully committed to the
world outside of Jewish culture and quickly expanded to the
major cities around the Mediterranean at that time, especially
Antioch, Alexandria and Rome. In fact, many non-Jews had
already joined the church before 70 AD. As a result, disputes
arose between Jewish and non-Jewish Christians within the
church, especially in the Church of Antioch, where non-Jewish
Christians were in the majority. (Acts 15:1-35) The reasons for
the rapid spread of the church in the major cities at that time
were: under the Roman rule, the transportation was easy and
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safe; secondly, there were Jews living in the major cities, and as
long as one knew Greek, one could preach everywhere in the
Roman Empire; furthermore, as the polytheism in Greece and
Rome began to decline at that time, the Christian community
was admired for its faithful service.
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The Church of the Martyrs (64-313 AD)

The most important factor in the persecution of the Church was
its deviation from the permissible scope of religious activity and
its emergence as a social force, shaking the political system and
the spirit of Rome. During the period of persecution, the Church
was in a position of hostility and rumors of vilification of
Christians were persistent. Some of the intellectuals who had
joined the Church at that time, such as: Justin (100-165 AD),
Tertullian (160-220 AD), Irenaeus (130-220 AD), Clement of
Alexandria (circa 150-215 AD), Polycarp (69-155 AD),
Hippolytus (160-236 AD), Cyprian (200-258 AD), Origen
(185-254 AD), etc., came forward to defend the moral integrity
of Christians and to explain the procedures and meaning of the
Christian gatherings;
affirmed that the Gospel of Jesus had brought out the highest
ideals and wisdom of Greek culture. During the years 197-311

on the other hand, they repeatedly

AD, there were many persecutions and many nameless
Christians gladly gave their lives in persecution, bearing witness
to the Christian faith by their martyrdom.
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The Church of the Monks (310-410 AD)

Following Constantine the Great’s proclamation of the
Christian faith as the state religion in 310 AD, the Church went
from being persecuted to being recognized and finally
becoming the state religion of the Empire. During this
progressive process, the Church underwent significant changes.
The Church slowly gained power, status, and wealth, and even
became involved with the regime. The church had become a
place of power and profit; the spiritual life had become
increasingly corrupt and extravagant. It was difficult for the
lower classes or uneducated Christians to join the church. Some
who were willing to take the Christian life seriously left the
cities and preached their faith in the form of hermitages in the
desert. They express a bloodless martyrdom through solitude,
asceticism, and daily meditation. Gradually, the enthusiasm of
the early church for preaching to non-Christians shifted to the
pursuit of the fullness of spiritual perfection. During this period,
the exemplars in the Church were: Anthony of Egypt (251-356
AD), Jerome (347-419 AD), Basil of Caesarea (330-379 AD)

etc.

HGUNOAQEN AT NATPON

Defending the traditional church (140-500 AD)

In the early church, the apostles were the core of the church
body. When the last apostle died around 100 AD, the early
church naturally lost its unified leadership. On the other hand,
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by that time the Church had grown from the Hebrew culture of
Jerusalem to the Greek culture of Syria, Antioch, Alexandria,
and the Roman culture of Africa and Rome. In different cultural
contexts, believers asked various questions about the risen
Christ, such as: Is Christ true man? Christ as the Son of God is
He true God? How can Christ be both man and God at the same
time? How can Christ redeem man? The number of answers to
these questions was so great that it created a state of great
confusion. At this time, the Church was prompted to reorder
itself by certain standards for two reasons: first, the believers’
anticipation of Christ’s imminent return had cooled somewhat;
and second, Constantine the Great (313 AD) wanted religious

unity for his administration.

As a result, the Church promptly set up certain ministries to
carry out the work, fixed the canon of the New Testament, and
established the articles of faith (the Creed). The good news that
the Apostles first proclaimed, “God has raised Jesus of Nazareth
and made him Lord,” had lost its freshness by this time. The
attention of the believers was focused on the elaborate
definitions that had been debated and analyzed.

In this period, “preaching” became a careful interpretation of
the creeds in order to teach the set of doctrines’ orthodoxy. For
example, in 325, the Council of Nicaea, convened by
Constantine the Great, decided, after much debate, to use the
word “Homo-ousios” to express the relationship between Jesus
Christ and the Father. In 431, a special ecumenical council was
held in Ephesus to establish the legitimacy of the title Theotokos
(Mother of God) for the mother of Jesus. In 451, an ecumenical
council held in Chalcedon, attended by more than 500 bishops,
solemnly declared the union of the divinity and humanity nature
of Jesus into a “Prosopon” (person) and a “Hypostasis”
(substance). At this point, “preaching” became a rigid collection
of theological terminology and interpretation, which had lost its
original vitality, although the terminology was indeed
embedded in the culture of the time and were analyzed with
great precision and clarity.
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The role of the Church in the West (5th-15th centuries)

At the beginning of the fifth century, the Roman Empire began
to fall, and the emerging races from northern Europe gradually
moved south and infiltrated, such as the Germanics, including
the Goths, Franks, Saxons and Vikings.

At that time, the Franks were gaining strength in what is now
France, and became a major power in the West after Western
Rome. The Bishop of Rome, who had always had a special
relationship with the Emperor of Western Rome, relied on these
Franks to consolidate his position. In 496 AD, Clovis, King of
the Franks, led 3,000 of his subjects to be baptized on Christmas
Day. In 754 AD, the Bishop of Rome was given a large territory
by Pepin, King of the Franks. On Christmas Day, 800 AD, the
Bishop of Rome crowned Charles the Great, the most famous
of the Franks, as the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. Since
then, the interdependence or conflict between the imperial and
ecclesiastical powers becomes the cause of social change and
political struggle in Western Rome.
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Eastern Rome (destroyed later by the Turks in 1453), with
Constantinople, or Byzantine, as its capital, considered itself the
sole successor to the Roman Empire at that time. The Patriarch
of Constantinople, who was dependent on the Roman Emperor,
had political, organizational, liturgical and doctrinal conflicts
with the Roman bishops, which led to the departure of most of
the Eastern Churches from Rome and the establishment of the
Orthodox Church.

In 962 AD, the imperial power of the Holy Roman Empire fell
into the hands of Otto I, a Germanic king. At that time, the
ecclesiastical authority nominally belonged to the Roman
bishops, but was subject to arbitrary manipulation and dismissal
by the rulers, and the regime had the mandate (Investiture) to
control the Church. This situation,
incompetence and corruption of the incumbents, led the Church

coupled with the

to a period of darkness in which it was left with no light (Dark
Ages 900-1000). During this period, a monastery in Cluny in
eastern France became a ray of light in this darkness. From this
monastery a movement developed against the sale of the
bishoprics and the practice of the clergy taking wives and

concubines, and also for the independence of the Church.

In 1073, a monk who best represented the spirit of the
movement was elevated to the position of Bishop of Rome,
Gregory VII, who finally succeeded in his struggle for
ecclesiastical independence from the emperor and greatly
enhanced the status of the Roman bishop (the Pope) in the
universal Church. In 1071, the Muslim Turks took over most of
Asia Minor, including Jerusalem, and conquered Spain. This
was the result of four hundred years of intermittent warfare.
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In 1095 AD, Pope Urban II called for the first crusade, calling
on all Christians to participate in order to rescue the Eastern
Roman emperors from their plight and recover Jerusalem. After
seven or eight conquests lasting about 200 years, the crusade
finally ended in 1291. This movement, born of religious fervor
in name only, was heavily laden with political elements and
sense of cultural and national superiority. In fact, it was a series
of brutal, selfish and superstitious abductions. The Holy Land
was not recovered, and resulted in having many collateral

effects.

First of all, the new contact between the West and the East led

to an intellectual awakening, and thus:

- Facilitated the development of Scholastics,

- gave rise to lay-person religious movements such as the
Cathari and the Waldenses.

- Universities were also developed during this period.

- Modern European vernacular literature also began to flourish.

Secondly, the Crusades, on the one hand, led to the loss of the
landed property of the lords and kings, and, on the other hand,
contributed to the development of commerce and the
emergence of the urban plebeian class as a political power
(especially in France).

The period 1378-1417 AD was the period of The Great Western

Schism within the Western Church, during which several
opposing and mutually exclusive popes emerged in Rome,
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Avignon, and Pisa, both at the same time during 39 years. This
was purely the result of the struggle between the political
factions of the countries of the time; in particular, the conflict
between France and Italy. During the Council of Constance
1414-1418, three co-existing popes died or were deposed, and
a fourth, the only pope was elected, ending the schism.
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The Church's Preaching

The Church continued to preach during this long millennium
(476-1417), but in a unique way. By and large, she preached as
educator, ruler, and preacher.

(1) Educators

At the end of the Roman Empire (476), the Latin culture that it
had created was on the verge of destruction under the ravages
of the southward migration of the emerging races. The Latin
culture preserved by the clergy of the Church at that time,
especially the monks of the monasteries, was the only
remaining fruit in the field of culture. When the war came to an
end, the clergy became the sole transmitters and preservers of
the Latin culture. They drew on the Latin culture to preach the
faith to these emerging peoples. They preached in two ways:

133



FEATRAR S| BRI plhes Rt
B )% (Scholastics) ¥ % 3% #1 (St. Thomas
Aquinas 1225-1274) (4! &£ + 2> )(Summa
Theologiae) °

— ;;d 5? it m

HEKS S G FL 4o B(2 7 Dante
1265-1321 79! o > R_{%4F e+ )0 F s
£ 8 RG BERARARA L
LAY BT A KB auE R & 5
¥ T R R A e
fLere oo plob s f 2 LRI di i s K
P e T B EAL kA R i e
YRR IT I S B ~ FLE R~ LR
LR B S S

(ZI8TEE

B Ss g e 2 2 e g hy
F xR a2 R T AR A
¢ 412 | (Christendom)} °  PFendcz
BERE L ER R A Sing i
A~ EASFERL MR R e

Church)e 337 ¥ i dFdcrpt Bl i2 3
B 465 (Gothic) g ¥ r 2 cnT ¥ o 1 &
ixf@r Ral=s ggtﬁxxg s 1%5?&\@%,%;‘

TEELNS

(ENHEE

T4 IQLE—‘F% CHE- R PR
7 &% | (Barbarians)g<i » ¥ — 3 &
Frie P R pdea s 7 kg Ak g IRAE
1 {HEAREF R RSN L E

- Rationalized Faith (Theology).

A-rational approach to explaining the existence of God, creation,
salvation, and the “immortality of the soul”. For example, the
Summa Theologiae of St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), a
Scholastic philosopher.

- Theologizing Culture

This is done in many ways, such as literature (Dante’s Divine
Comedy of 1265-1321 is a good example), music, architecture,
painting, sculpture, etc., are all rich in theological flavor,
especially with regard to the complicated principles of ethics,
are based on theology and organized into systematic laws.
Therefore, preaching the Gospel to the people of the time meant
promoting this theologized culture. In addition, among the less
educated people, some popular devotions were used to express
their faith, such as reciting the Rosary, veneration of relics,
making the Way of the Cross, worshipping the Holy Eucharist,
decorating the manger, processions, and honoring the Virgin

Mary.

(2) The Rulers

From the position and standpoint of the ruler, the Church’s
authorities were fully focused on preserving and promoting the
“Christian social system” (Christendom). The pope, Christian
monarchs, and lords of the time used the power of their rulers,
their laws, and even their armies to defend and promote this

system.

Secondly, one of the most concrete forms of leading the people
to express their faith was the construction of magnificent
Cathedral Churches. In the heart of the city, in the most remote
locations, the Gothic style embellished the environment and
continued the teaching of the people. The Cathedral was used
not only for religious services, but also as a school, library, and
meeting place.

(3) Preachers

As preacher, the Church went beyond the civilized world to
convert the “Barbarians”, while doing pastoral, missionary, and
social service work in the civilized world, and expressing the
message of faith through popular devotions. When the Spanish

134



i':; Frert b o F @ FL9 v ¥ (Moors) te
Pl Ei %&[f' —E&ﬁ\lf_ﬁk%% F?’#ﬂﬁ'
(Peter Nolasco)*t 1218 # = * FE%-QX
(Mercedarians) » 11 p ¥ % 4 ;; s Ut Rk
Tﬂ_"lé“;ﬁf’%‘?mﬁ*ﬁ—@‘»( o 4 1347
1350 £ gt g 4 25 ﬂ}?_—]@ﬁ o 1%
- T Zip— AT oA g ?{g n
Bl BEAMEATR C REAF o b
PREARERIRP KE AR LWL
LA Tﬁ*fm' IF1E 4 32.5%
43.5%) > # %K = 7§ 4 (Mons Pietatis) >
1 4-12%0 ) A TEPRARF 2 1361 & Rih
30 1461 & & = J1¢ #R%(Perugia) > & %

+ A A

*~ l—ﬂ—xﬂ)_l_

Muslims (Moors) were taking Christians into slavery in Europe,
Peter Nolasco founded the “Mercedarians” in 1218 to offer
themselves as slaves in place of a freed Christian. About 70,000
people were redeemed by this organization. Between 1347 and
1350, when the Black Death plague struck Europe, about one in
four to one in three people died. As a result, churchmen
organized groups to care for the sick and bury the dead. To
prevent the poor from being exploited by loan sharks (with
interest rates ranging from 32.5% to 43.5%), the Churchmen set
up pawnshops (Mons Pietatis) to serve the poor at 4-12%

interest when they needed money urgently.
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16 to 18™ centuries

The breakdown of the Christian social system

From the 9th Century, the three pillars, represented by the Pope,
the Emperor, and the Religious Orders, supported the Christian
social system; but when it came to the 16th Century, this system
had collapsed because the three pillars began to corrupt.

(1) The giant pillar represented by the Pope:

The Pope had lived in Avignon for 70 years (1309-1377), but in
the following 40 years, there was a great schism within the
Western Church (1378-1417). By the 16th Century, the Holy
See was corrupt. The priesthood became the prerogative of the
nobility. They held several bishoprics at the same time, and
many of the low-level clergy who were recruited held Mass
only on a regular basis due to their low educational level. In this
corrupt state, the church desperately needed to be reformed.
However, due to the pope’s attachment to political power, the
ignorance of the clergy, and the bureaucratic, centralized
system, reforms from below were not supported by above.

As a result, on October 31, 1517, on the bulletin board of the
University of Wittenberg, Germany, Martin Luther (1483-1546)
posted ninety-five theses “against the effect of indulgences”,
which sparked off the Reformation. This reformation
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movement led to the power of the people, and also exposed the
political contradictions and power struggles amongst the Pope,
the emperor and the nobility, and finally resulting in various
churches breaking free of the Church of Rome. Because of this
reformation movement, the Church of Rome eventually began
to take reform actions. In the 18 years from 1545 to 1563, the
Ecumenical Council held in Trent decided to reform the system
of indulgences, re-emphasized the celibacy of the clergy, and
outlawed the buying and selling of bishops’ or priests’ holdings
or the bad practice of holding multiple offices. Although the

reforms were quite successful, the schism was inevitable.

(2) The giant pillar represented by the emperor:

From the 13th century onwards, although the emperor of the
Holy Roman Empire had limited real power, he still represented
a symbol of unity among Christians until the Holy Roman
Empire was dissolved by Napoleon in 1806. In the 15th and
16th centuries, England (1485), France (1491), and Spain
(1492) successively established their own National Monarchy.
At the same time, the princes of the Germanic nation each trying
to seek their own power for independence, making this sign of
unity a big irony. In addition, since 1453, the Muslim Turks
captured Constantinople and destroyed the Eastern Roman
Empire, and posed a constant threat to the eastern part of the
empire, and whenever the empire launched military conquests,
the princes rebelled internally. Thus, this pillar supporting
Christians also fell. In fact, due to the development of
commerce, the middle class gradually was established in the
city. They were not feudal lords or vassals. They were a group
of people outside the feudal system, who possessed wealth
envied by many. Later, these people became more and more
powerful and became the internal factor which overthrew the
feudal system and the monarchy system.

(3) The giant pillar represented by the religious orders:

Since the 6th century, the religious orders had been responsible
for education, preaching, and teaching; they were also the
source of spiritual strength in society, but in the 15th century,
due to the Hundred Years” War (1337-1453), the Black Death
(1347-1350, 1665, 1720), the disputes between the Pope and the
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Emperor, the Great Schism in the West (1378-1417) and the sale
of important Church holdings, there was no peace in the
monastic life. At the same time, it added corruption to
corruption. Often the monks neglected their community
prayers, and they began to own private property, and no longer
lived in the monastery. As a result, the spiritual pillar of the
Christian spirit also collapsed.
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The Birth of a “New Society”

While the Christian social system collapsed, another “new
society”” was born. This was mainly due to new discoveries and
scientific inventions at the time. In the spiritual realm, the return
to the Christian traditions led to the rise of Humanism, followed
by Renaissance and Enlightenment. Moreover, there were
major developments and new discoveries in navigation and new

inventions in science and technology.

(1) Spiritual aspects:

The Crusades (1095-1291) led to the development of commerce
in Italy on the one hand, and a love of Greek and Latin classical
culture on the other, and the collapse of the ruling authority
within Italy - imperial and religious - in the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries, which led to a growing individualism in
the cities. During this period, Petrarch (1304-1374) and
Boccaccio (1313-1357) promoted the Restoration and
Humanism in Florence and Naples. They gained a new vision
of man and the world through the appreciation and study of
classical literature. They celebrated individuality, treating
people as human beings, free from the constraints of church,
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nation, law and tradition, and emphasizing the beauty and
satisfaction of life in this world. This movement began in Italy
and soon spread to other parts of the world, becoming a creative
Renaissance movement in the Western world by the early
sixteenth century. The movement’s experimental and liberal

spirit emphasizes the material and secular aspects.

Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) is an iconic figure of the
Renaissance, as a painter, sculptor, architect and musician. In
the spirit of the Renaissance, he exploited his human potential
and also developed his skills in anatomy, mathematics,
chemistry, biology, astronomy and geography. He was also an
inventor. Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) and Raphael
Sanzio (1483-1520) were equally two other Renaissance figures

who had fame and talent.

By the middle of the 17th century, the Lutheran Reformation
and the Roman Reformation had both come to a halt. The
Church, for its part, had contributed no new ideas or vitality to
move society forward. Instead, it was the new cosmology, with
its scientific and rational philosophy, that gave rise to the

Enlightenment, a movement of great influence.

The movement actively applied the rules of reason to individual
and collective life, confident in its understanding of people and
the universe, believing that only through rational criticism and
empirical verification can one gain an understanding of human
nature, society, history, ethics and religion. This spirit does not
accept any authority (such as the Bible or the Church) or
uncritical forms of tradition, but optimistically believes in the
continuous development and progress of humanity.

(2) Scientific aspects:

Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543), contested Aristotle (384-322
BC) and Ptolemy (second century AD), who believed that the
Earth was the centre of the universe. He proposed the
heliocentric theory, in which the sun was the centre of the
universe. This theory was promoted by Johann Kepler (1571-
1630) and Galileo Galilei (1564-1642), and verified by Isaac
Newton (1642-1727) in England through mathematics, by
explaining the gravitational forces as the cause for the rotation
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of the planets. This new discovery has opened up a new world,
a world where the universe is a system of laws and not a place
where arbitrary divine power is exercised. The earth is no longer
the centre of all things, but a tiny speck of dust in the midst of

countless immense bodies.

(3) Philosophical aspects:

Philosophers everywhere challenged the established authorities
in the name of reason. In France, Rene Descartes (1596-1650)
argued that all knowledge begins with doubt, and that only what
the mind can fully understand is real knowledge; furthermore,
all things must be clear and obvious by mathematical
calculation to be reliable. In England, John Locke (1632-1704)
based all rational criticism on the experience of the senses. In
Germany, however, Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) affirmed that
reason did not obtain absolute objective truths, but had to be
accepted and understood according to the subjective conditions
of time and space. This was the culmination of the

Enlightenment, when reason was brought to its fullest extent.

(4) Geographical aspects:

During the period when the Muslims controlled the land and sea
routes between the West and Asia on the Mediterranean coast, a
spirit of innovation and adventure emerged in Europe, and the
rivalry between the two “seafaring peoples” of Spain and
Portugal led to a race to discover new routes and new
continents. In 1492 Christopher Columbus (1451-1506)
discovered America for Spain. 1498 Vasco da Gama (1469-
1524) found a new route around Africa to India for Portugal.
1519-1522 Ferdinand Magellan (1481-1521) discovered a
global route for Spain. These new geographical discoveries
gave the Western world new perspectives, access to new
peoples and cultures, new possessions and the accompanying
land, slaves and trade facilities. In short, they discovered a new

world.

(5) Technological aspects:

In 1445 Johann Gutenberg (1397-1468) invented the movable
type printing method and in 1456 printed the first Latin Bible in
typography, which expanded the circle of readers and improved

their critical faculties. 1658 Christian Huygens of the
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Netherlands invented the pendulum clock. It is called a
“philosophical machine” that can calculate time accurately. In
1613 gunpowder was used commercially and later for military
purposes, changing the organization of the military and
abolishing the knight system. The navigational compass of this
period made navigation easier. These inventions were also some
of the key elements of the new society. These factors helped the
new society to reach maturity. In Britain, the invention of the
steam engine (1769) led to the Industrial Revolution. In North
America, the American Independence Movement (1775-1783)
and in France, the Civil Revolution (1789-1799) brought the
Western world to another stage.
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Preaching of the Church

What did the Church preach at the time of the collapse of the
Christian social system and the birth of a new society? Within
the Church, the Church preached a ‘counter-witness’ to the
reforms and renewal that began as a result of corrupt life and
ended in war and division. In the face of the new society, the
Church focused only on judgement and self-defense; in fact, it
retreated. In the face of the new world, the churches exported
the theology, the culture and the counter-evidence of division of
the Western Church in the form of schism, under the protection

of imperial monarchs.

(1) Preaching within the church:

The Church's radical reformation from decay and the renewal
that it brought about was the greatest internal preaching of the
Church during this period. The Lutheran Church, in addition to
rejecting bad practices within the Church, also refocused its
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faith in line with the views of Martin Luther. Martin Luther
believed that the discipline and spirituality of the Order were
merely techniques for man to find God in his own strength,
ignoring the fact of trusting in the Lord and recognizing that
God Himself comes to seek man. The Lutheran Church then
focused on the Pauline view of faith: through faith and, in the
spirit of restoration, return to the source of the Church - the
Bible. The Roman Church took up the burden of its historical
tradition and convened the Ecumenical Council of Trent 1545-
1563. The Council did away with the bad customs associated
with the priesthood and the selling of indulgences, and affirmed
traditional theologies such as the transubstantiation of the
substance of bread, justification by faith and works, the seven
sacraments, and the existence of purgatory. The theology of
these traditions was immediately supported by various parties,
notably the Society of Jesus, founded in Paris in 1534. In the
spirit of the Council, a new trend in literature, architecture,
painting, music and theology emerged in the Roman Church,
known collectively as the Baroque. This trend favours the praise
of the Virgin Mary, the supremacy of the Pope, the seven
sacraments and the intercessions of the saints. The Roman
Church used these various artistic means to express its
preaching, especially in the spirit of Christian humanism,
focusing on the birth of Christ and the humanity of Jesus. From
this period onwards, special veneration of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus began.

(2) Proclamation to the new society:

The Church in the face of the new society became the supporter
and ruler of the old. The Church had the power and honour of
the old aristocracy and the economic interests of the feudal
lords; it could hardly draw on the spirit of the age to resist the
new society and continued to view the new things with
suspicion and hostility. This conservative and self-conservative
attitude prevented the Church from actively proclaiming the
Gospel and from looking critically at science and reason, which
were so highly valued at the time. The Galileo incident is a
striking example of the conflict between faith and science at the
time. The conflict between faith and reason had longer-term

consequences.
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The scholars of the time: Blaise Pascal (1623-1662), Voltaire
(1694-1778), Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), David
Hume (1711-1776), advocated the independence of man and
freedom of belief. Therefore, one must not accept the truth by
authority, but respect one’s conscience and the revelations of
nature. They raised with the Church fundamental questions
about the existence of God, human nature, original sin, the
purpose of life, miracles, natural phenomena, etc. But the
Church’s response was negative, it vigorously opposed the
discussion of these questions and used its power to enforce the
existing “List of forbidden Books”. As a result, the Church was
out of touch with this new society and its spirit, which was

leading the world forward.

(3) Proclamation to the New World:

With the new discoveries of navigation, Africa, still living a
tribal life, the rich and unorganized Americas and Asia, with
their ancient cultures, suddenly became accessible to
Westerners and to the Western Church. The expeditions from
the West carried soldiers, merchants, navigators, representatives
of kings and missionaries, so that the Church’s mission to the
New World was in tune with the military, economic and political
actions of the West. Spain and Portugal, the countries of the
Roman Church, were entrusted by the Pope with the task of
converting the people under the ruling of the occupied territories
to the Church, and for this purpose they had to protect the

missionaries and help establish missions and dioceses.

Westerners faced the new world with a sense of cultural
superiority to the novelty and excitement it offered. With faith
and advanced technology, they brought the light of the Gospel
to people in darkness. In Africa, Westerners were missionaries
under the protection of the Portuguese rulers. They encountered
many difficulties: a high mortality rate of the missionaries due
to unsuitable climates, intermittent Western support and the
erratic nature of local tribal leaders, which made missionary
work unsustainable. The main reason, however, was that the
missionaries did not learn the local language well enough to
understand the local customs and ideas and to give long-term
instruction.
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The missionaries of the time used to baptize large groups of
local people according to the “Fide Ecclesiae”, making the
Church’s preaching like an invitation to participate in a welfare
organization. Between 1645 and 1700, there were around

600,000 Catholics in the Congo and Angola.

In Central and South America, the Spanish rulers took the
following steps: firstly to conquer, secondly to settle their own
settlers in the area and finally to establish ecclesiastical
organizations to preach the gospel. The missionaries went about
establishing Christian villages, called reductions, with churches,
schools, hospitals and orphanages to protect the natives who had
become Christians from exploitation and fraud, and to provide
education. The lack of training and promotion of local clergy
meant that by the end of the 18th century, when Spanish rule
faltered, so did the missionary loosen up.

While the average missionary in Asia was simply a transplant
of the Western Church, there were some vigilant missionaries
who believed that the Church’s preaching should be adapted to
the inherent ancient cultures of the region and a viable
missionary approach should be found. First, in Japan, the Jesuit
Valignano (1537-1606) preached exclusively to the nobility.

Later, in China, the Jesuit Matteo Ricci (1552-1610) made every
effort to enter the capital and to make a way into the circle of
scholars, preaching the Gospel through the local culture and
through high intellectuals. In southern India, Robert de Nobili
(1577-1656) abstained from eating meat and wearing leather
shoes, putting on the robes of a Hindu monk, studied ancient
Indian texts and even cut off contact with Western church
groups in order to gain the trust of the locals. In Vietnam,
Alexander de Rhodes (1591-1660), who created the Vietnamese
script using the Latin alphabet, formed a local group of natives
with a preaching vocation.
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On July 14, 1789, the French peasants stormed the Bastille
prison in Paris. This symbolic action started the French Plebeian
Revolution, which broke down the “old system” and drew on
the spirit of the Enlightenment, calling for “freedom, equality
and fraternity”, and overthrowing the divine rule of the
monarchy and the exploitation of the nobility and the senior
clergy. Although the revolution ended with the dictatorship of
Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821), it still opened up a new era.

The 60 years following the French Revolution (1789-1859)
were a period of revolution in Europe. The aristocracy and the
old system were overthrown during this period. In the first half
of the revolution, the middle class was the master of the
movement and the common people were only their pawns to
overthrow the old system; in the second half of the revolution,
the poor lower classes became the initiators of the revolution,
while the middle class, who had just come to power as the new
aristocracy, became the target of attack. After Napoleon gained
power in 1799, he conquered almost the entire European
continent. However, after the defeat of the Russian expedition
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in 1812, his defeats continued. In 1814 he was exiled to the
Mediterranean island of Elba. Following the defeat of the battle
at Waterloo, he was finally exiled to St. Helena, an island off the
coast of Africa.
immediately convened the Congress of Vienna in 1814-1815 to

Britain, Russia, Prussia and Austria
restore the old system before the French Revolution and divide
the empire established by Napoleon. The Austrian Prime
Minister Metternich (1773-1859) became the representative of

this movement.

The restoration of the old system led to the revival of the
Spanish Inquisition; Italy resumed its harsh taxation policy
under the feudal system; and the Germanic freedom of speech
and press was lost. The British Parliament made laws that
blatantly favored large landowners. The enlightened Russian
Emperor also rose to suppress the freedom of the people. The
revolutions in Spain and Italy in 1820, in Greece in 1829 and in
France in 1830 showed the failure of the policy of Metternich
to preserve the old system. Since then, the working class started
to demand an equal division of power with the middle class and
set off a democratic movement. Following the spirit of the
French revolution, they believed that the social system was not
anatural law, but a man-made order, and therefore a constitution
had to be established setting the standard; coupled with the
prevailing concept of the state and the demand for freedom and
liberty led to the establishment of modern states in the West,
initially a constitutional sovereign, and then became democratic

republics.

After the middle of the 18th century, Europe was weak due to
its sparse population, wars and civil disorder, and became
increasingly indifferent to colonization. Even those who lived
in the colonies, such as the Portuguese in Goa or the British in
Madras, they were only staying temporarily, protecting their
land and not interfering in the political, religious, cultural and
social affairs of the region. But after the Industrial Revolution,
the Westerners, having mastered power and speed, took the
funds and enthusiastically came to the New World, not only as
merchants and guests, but to conquer the natives, expand their
kingdoms, exploit them, and resettle the growing population of
their own countries. In addition to absorbing economic benefits,
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they also imported Western culture, customs and social systems.
Therefore, Britain, France, Holland, Germany and Italy
established colonies in different parts of the world.

At that time, Spain and Portugal, the two leading colonial
powers had retreated, and their dependencies in South America,
such as Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, and Argentina, declared their
independence one after another, and dissociated themselves
from them in the early 19th century (1810-1830).

At this time, new inventions and applications in machinery and
electricity formed a worldwide industrial revolution. Science
had crossed between religion, ethnicity, language, and
geographical distances and became the basis of all modern
learning, the instrument of progress, and the driving force of
industry and commerce. England was the center of this era,
which led to the factory system and the creation of modern
cities, and consequently created two classes in society, the

capitalists and the workers, which led to disputes and animosity

between employers and employees. In this context, Karl Marx
(1818-1883) and Engels and others promoted the great

influential Socialism.
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Since the second half of the 19th century, two phenomena of
direct relevance to the world have arisen in European history.
(1) The convenience of transportation and the rapid increase in
the speed of communication have shortened the geographical
distance and brought the world closer together.

(2) As a result of the Industrial Revolution, there was an urgent
need for industrial raw materials and markets for finished

products, so Europe seized colonies around the world and
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developed a new imperialism. These two phenomena directly
influenced the history of Europe in the 19th century; and the
history of the world was centred on Europe.

In 1914, Germany and Austria started a war with other Western
countries, which eventually turned into a national war that
lasted for 4 years. 40 million people died, which is commonly
known as the First World War (1914-1918). In February 1917,
during the First World War, the Russian people rose up in
revolution, shouting the slogan “Bread, Land, Peace”, and
finally they abolished the rule of the Tsar. In October the same
year, Lenin (1870-1924) led the Communist Red Army based
on Marx’s ideas, occupied Moscow, and turned the original
civilian revolution into a proletarian revolution. After several
years of operation, Lenin overcame the economic, political,
power and racial difficulties in Russia and in 1922 established
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) to coordinate
the military, economic, transportation, trade and even legislative
affairs in more than a dozen neighboring republics. This bloc is
completely different from the Western social system after the
industrial revolution. It has become a major threat to the
Western world in terms of political ideals, military power, and

production methods.

After the First World War, countries were exhausted. Poverty,
chaos and unemployment were common phenomena. Between
1929 and 1930, the West and the United States suffered an
economic recession, which made the whole Europe and the
United States poor and unable to help anybody. In this difficult
situation, Germany was burdened with the heavy debt of
reparations to the victorious powers, and soon followed the
Nazi-National-Sozialistishe Deutsche Arbeiter-Partei (National
Socialist Party of Germany) led by Hitler (1889-1945). In 1933,
Hitler came to power and immediately eliminated dissent,
promoting nationalism, racism, militarism, refusing to pay
reparations, and later occupying Austria and Czechoslovakia, as
well as forming alliances with Benito Mussolini of Italy (1883-
1945), who implemented fascism, and Japan, who advocated
militarism. Within 6 years from 1939, with Germany’s invasion
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of Poland, a chain of wars broke out in Europe, the United
States, Asia and Africa, provoked by the three Axis powers -
Germany, Italy and Japan; the total number of soldiers killed in
this war was 15 million. In 1943, Italy switched to the Allied
front. After the fall of Berlin in 1945, Germany surrendered
unconditionally to the Allies. In the same year, the United States
dropped 2 atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan,

forcing the Japanese Emperor to surrender unconditionally to
the Allies on August 14, ending the Second World War (1939-
1945).
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After the war, devastation was rife, the United Nations (U.N.
1945) was established as a symbol of “the desire for peace of all
mankind”. The United Nations replaced the League of Nations
(1920-1946) with the aim of maintaining international peace
and promoting international law; for since mankind does not
wish to perish in war, it has to learn how to live together in
peace.

However, the world soon fell back into a confrontational
tension. Europe temporarily stepped down from its leading role,
but the Soviet Union, representing the communist countries,
and the United States, which steadily took the helm of the
capitalist countries, were secretly competing. The competition
1s multifaceted. In armaments, each competed to build up its
military strength and produced new weapons. In science and
technology, each sought to be the leader. Economically, both
sides fought for markets and supplies of industrial materials.
Diplomatically, each side entered into various alliances: the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO 1949), the South
East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO 1955), and the Warsaw
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Pact (1955), etc. In fact, this was the so-called “Cold War”
period. Sometimes, this Cold War was fought outside the Soviet
Union and led to occasional wars, such as the Korean War
(1950-1953), the Vietnam War (1961-1975) and several wars in
the Middle East (1967, 1973).

During this period (1950-1960), Europe gradually recovered, its
population grew and society began to flourish, the European
countries had a tendency to rebuild Europe’s position in the
world, which led to the establishment of the Common Market
(1957) and the rise of De Gaulleism (1890-1976) in France.
After almost a century of colonial rule, most of the people of
Asia and Africa became independent in the middle of the 20th
century (1945-1965), for a number of reasons. The first was the
awakening of the national spirit of the Asian and African
peoples, which was influenced by the democratic spirit of the
West. Secondly, after the First (1914-1918) and Second (1939-
1945) World Wars, the colonialists were too weak to take care
of them. Then, the historical and economic materialism and
analysis of socialism was a great theoretical stimulus, coupled
with the strong advocacy of the independence movement of
national liberation by the communist countries and the practical
support of the military; in this case, colonialism was gone
forever. Although the newly independent states were still
militarily and economically dependent on certain powers, the
situation was different because the center of gravity of world
political power was dispersed.

Between the Soviet and U.S. blocs, some of the newly
independent countries were reluctant to take sides and remained
neutral in order to receive economic aid from both sides at the
same time. These so-called “non-aligned” countries played an
important role in the race for the balance of power in the world.
China, which became a communist country in 1949, was
gradually waking up and actively participating in this world
community. While truly independent democracies were
emerging, the world was becoming more and more

interdependent.

First, real-time communication systems, such as satellite relay,

television, and radio fax, as well as fast transportation, such as
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the Boeing 747 and the Concord supersonic airliner, had
facilitated the development of communication and tourism,

making the world a smaller place.

Secondly, multinational corporations were expanding around
the world, shaping the type and nature of development in their
countries and regions. This non-political force had become an
invisible force in international politics. Consumerism, caused
by the need to sell the finished product, had turned all
nationalities into consumers who only accept the dictates of
advertising.

Moreover, in terms of armaments, some countries exported a lot
of military industrial products, while other countries were
willing to suppress the livelihood of their people in order to buy
military weapons. This mentality of maintaining independence
had the effect of creating mutual dependence. The competition
among major powers for nuclear weapons had reached the point
where they were capable of destroying the entire human race,

constantly threatening global security.

In addition, since the resources to sustain human existence were
limited and the environment for human existence had certain
rules, countries should not waste natural resources such as
wood, oil, food, etc. Facing the pollution in the atmosphere, sea
and air, and noise, all countries must share the responsibility.
The exploration of space is also the common desire of all
mankind for the universe beyond the earth.
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Christian Preaching (from 1789 to 1980s the 20th Century)

In the 200 years after the French Revolution (1789), the world
in which human beings lived had produced certain great ideals
and inventions, and the whole world had undergone great
changes, revolutions, wars, and great emancipation of human
beings, and it became a whole. The “world” was finally able to

break through the atmosphere and fly into space.

The Christian community seems smaller in this “big” world,
and 1s gradually experiencing what their teachers called the
“little flock™.

During this period, Christians continued to preach to the world,
but their preaching was coloured in some particular way, and
this was directly influenced by a very strong psychological

element.

Following the days of 1789, the Church was psychologically
affected — the world and the Church were quite simply
separated. The Church was clearly separated from the world
since its birth; then it was a weak and humble community, eager
to penetrate the Roman Empire of that time; but now, with its
large structure, the Church, had always been in a privileged
position, but the world was indifferent and turned its back on
the Church. Gradually, the Church lost its secular power. In

1870, even the Papal State was taken by Italy. In terms of social
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and intellectual status, the Church could no longer stand in a
position of supremacy due to scientific progress and the
freedom of personal development.

These facts, first of all, clearly gave the Church a “persecuted
mentality”, a moaning of pain from loss on the one hand, and to
defending itself from injury on the other. The second is a
“triumphal state of mind,” which was a failure externally
leading to a victory spiritually in ruling. Finally, a “worshiper’s
mentality”; due to being trapped in a small circle, this focus on
devotional worship, was on the one hand an expression of
contempt and rejection of the world, and on the other hand an
investment in atonement, merit, personal salvation and reward

after death. However, in a positive way.

Christians had also shown a constant search for renewal during
these two centuries. This “reformer’s mentality” became a very
vibrant mainstream in the Church beginning in the mid-20th
century.

Moreover, the Church, in a situation where “the power is gone,”
focuses on spiritual reign. To achieve this, the Church first
affirms itself as a complete social organization (Perfect Society)
and requests the world to recognize this. At the top of this
pyramidal organization is the Pope, who has supreme divine
authority. This triumphal state of mind against the world was
most evident at the First Vatican Council (Vatican I, 1869-
1870), where the most dominant figure was the then reigning
Pope Pius IX (1792-1878, elevated to the papacy in 1846). At
that Council, the Roman Pontiff was declared as having the
Primacy in the Church and Infallibility of Faith and Ethics.
During this period, reverence for the Pope became a marker of
a triumphant mentality in spiritual rule. The absolute obedience
to the Pope after the revival of the Jesuits also served as a model.
A list of errors was published, Syllabus of errors, to make
absolutely certain that the Church had the right answers at a time
when philosophy and science were still trying to figure out what
to do; but often these answers were merely the result of
reasoning based on Natural Law, which became the basis of
faith, for example, on divorce, birth control, abortion, private
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property rights, etc. In this way, the Church gradually became a
defendant of ethics and an authority in the defense of Natural
Law. Pius IX went on to summarize his own papal declarations
against the fallacies of errors into eighty propositions, known as
the [Syllabus of Errors (1864)].

When Pius XI became Pope in 1922, he adopted as his papal
motto ‘Pax Christi in Regno Christi’ (The Peace of Christ in the
Kingdom of Christ), and in his 1925 encyclical he establishing
the Feast of Jesus Christ the King. He stated that Jesus had
legislative, judicial and executive powers. This was a spiritual
rule, which includes both the laity and the unbaptized. This
triumphant spirit of rule was evident in the priesthood
supremacy within the Church’s organization and activities.
Since 1859 the National College established in Rome, showed
the centralized rule of the Church in organizational terms, and
the Canon Law of the Latin Church, subsequently promulgated
in 1917, was a powerful instrument for the implementation of
this rule and uniformity. For example, the Code of Canon Law
provides that the Pope’s representatives might interfere in the
internal administration of the local Church, that bishops should
visit Rome every five years, and that many regional cases must
be referred to the Holy See.

During this period, the Pope repeatedly issued powerful
encyclicals in various fields, making local bishops the officials
to carry out these orders. For example, the use of Latin in the
formation of the priests and the use of the Thomas Aquinas’
doctrines as a standard. These triumphalist proclamations were
like the proverbial “emperor behind closed doors”; the more
firmly the doors being closed, the louder the noise became; but

they had no impact to the outside world.

The Church, in its constantly traumatized situation, focused on
spiritual leadership, but in practice encouraged various kinds of
worship based on individual spiritual practice and personal
salvation. These devotions, on the one hand, were the

responsibility of the Church to pray for the sins of the world and
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on the other hand, the church uses them for training and forming
the faithful.

However, many Catholics, including lay people, clergy and
scholars, saw the need of an awakening. The most basic
awakening of Catholics was to initiate certain movements to re-
acquaint themselves with the Bible and different forms of
proclaiming the Gospel. The Liturgical movement aimed at
reforming the liturgical celebration in which the faithful could
truly participate. The movement of Christian unity. The
movement for Catechetical instruction. The movement of
Christian workers, movement for a better world, Pentecostal
movement etc. These movements continued their difficult work
not without difficulties and misunderstandings. The energy of
these movements literally exploded when John XXIII
announced the opening of a new Ecumenical Council, Vatican
II. Like small streams flowing down from different mountains
form a big river that brings life to arid land, so the movements
that preceded Vatican II were the carriers of the material that
became the agenda of Vatican II. The 16 documents of Vatican
II approved almost unanimously by the pope and the bishops
coming from all over the world remains a milestone in the

history of the Church and its mission in today’s world.

After the awakening, Christians manifested their enthusiasm
and hope in many ways. First, Christians re-focused on their
role in the world, and took on their mission of leaven as lay
people, which led to the creation of many new organizations
with the laity as their main force. At the same time, the Church’s
administrative organization was being renewed in accordance
with the broad principles of collective leadership and adaptation
to new circumstances. There were also signs that the Church
itself was moving toward a global Church, constantly taking up

new stance.

Modern forms of democratic organization had awakened the
Church to the need to modify the monarchical approach in
administration in which it had been accustomed. Therefore,
based on the principle of collective leadership in the early days
of the Church, a new structure was established at all levels
within the Church. For example, the Synod of Bishops was held
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at the ecumenical level, the Episcopal Conferences are held at
the regional level, the Council of Priests and the Pastoral
Council were established at the diocesan level, and the Parish
Council was established at the parish level.

In 1967, the Permanent Diaconate was reinstated for single or
married persons in order to meet modern social conditions. In
many parts of South America and Africa, where the traditional
parish system of the Church had not functioned effectively, the
Basic Christian Community had emerged as a socially

meaningful organization.

Firstly, the Church found that the West, which had always been
the centre of the Church, was in fact no longer the place with
the largest number of Christians, so it had to shift and expand
its focus. In this process, the Church respected diversity in
theology, such as third world theology, liberation theology, and
theological diversity, such as the Pentecostal Movement,
Eastern meditation, etc., as well as liturgical diversity, such as
African liturgical dances, Indian-styled liturgical objects, etc.

In breaking away from Western circles, the Church had elevated
itself outside the West from a status of transplantation to one of
self-sustaining status. It became natural to invest in local culture
and to employ local talent. The localization of the Church had
given the whole Church an international dimension and had
enabled it to address the various religions of the world and to be
concerned with world-wide issues such as world peace, human

development and human rights.
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(22) The Fountain of Renewal

—_— I

During the 1950s, in the Catholic Church, especially in Europe,
a strong movement for a New Theology spread rapidly both
among the clergy and the laity. Fresh air and new thinking were
being injected into the hearts of the faithful in theology,
catechesis, patristics, liturgy and biblical studies. “New” meant
more suitable for the people of today and easier to understand
than the traditional scholastic theology. It was based on the
Bible and the teaching of the Church Fathers - the oldest source
of the Church. What was most striking and remarkable about
this movement was its ability to express the mystery of the
Christian faith in a new language, a language and vocabulary
that was more accessible and understandable to modern people;
although this approach was aimed specifically at the European
community, it emphasized that evangelization had to reach out
to the local people in their own language and culture wherever
the Church went. The concept soon spread and became
universally accepted. The renewal of the Church was a

necessity.

On 25 January 1959, less than 3 months after his election, Pope
John XXIII suddenly announced his intention to prepare for an
ecumenical council. This sudden announcement shocked the
Roman Curia, but the response, from religious leaders to heads
of state, was positive. The most striking thing was that the Pope
invited representatives of the Orthodox Church and other
Christian churches to attend the Synod as observers. The
presence of a large number of observers thus became a strong
marker of the Council. This marker shows that the nature of this
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Council is different from that of the earlier Ecumenical Councils
of Trent and the First Vatican Council.

The Second Vatican Council was inaugurated on 11 October
1962. Nine months before its opening, the preparatory
committee sent out 2,856 invitations to those entitled to
participate in the Council; the voting prelates came from 79
countries worldwide: 38% from Europe, 31% from the
Americas, 20% from Asia and Oceania, and 10% from Africa.
For the first time in the past 20 Ecumenical Councils, the
participants to attend an Ecumenical Council came from all over
the world. Most of them travelled to Rome by plane, but some
came by boat or train. Bishops, together with their secretaries
and a team of experts, numbered 7,500, together with observers
from other churches and the media from all over the world,
making a total of nearly 10,000.

One could imagine the needs on manpower, material and
financial resources to receive these distinguished guests. The
Holy Father wanted everyone to feel at home in Rome. The
organizing committee set up a very elaborate but excellent
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system to welcome the guests at the airport, the pier and the
railway station. Some of them were staying at various Diocesan

or religious institutions, others were settling in on their own.

The central hall in St. Peter’s Basilica was transformed into a
huge conference hall, equipped with a modern sound system.
There were coffee shops and toilets around the lobby. These
cafés were attractive and practical, and many important matters
were discussed and resolved there.

The major challenge of the conference was the freedom of the
media; the Vatican’s tradition of demanding ‘absolute secrecy’
from all organizers and prelates, severely curtailed the freedom
of the media to cover the event in the past. However, the
situation gradually improved as the media, both inside and
outside the Church, were free to tell the world about the
Council. The stenographers, who were supposed to write down
the speeches of the speakers, could listen to all the speeches on
tape.

The Church is willing to have dialogue with modern society; its
readiness to proclaim the mystery of Christ to all in a language
that the world understood, had clearly emerged. A truly pastoral
council was now beginning to emerge. In the discussions
leading up to the Council, Pope John XXIII often suggested that
it was time for the Church to open the windows and let in fresh
air. Some, however, cynically said that when the windows were

opened, it was not fresh air that came in, but a gale!
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On 13 October 1962, 2 days after the official opening of the
Second Vatican Council, the work of the Council began. Some
unexpected and surprising things happened. The proceedings of
that day included the election of 10 committee members of the
Council. It was assumed that the election would be conducted
in a very formal manner and the list of candidates was prepared
and distributed to the relevant Moderators. 160 members were
to be elected out of the 2,500 who attended. However, Cardinal
Lienart of France stood up to speak and requested that the vote
be postponed because they could not elect the members of the
new committee without knowing each other. The prophetic
motion was approved by applause of those present and the
majority voted to adjourn. Thus, the first session of the Council
ended after less than fifty minutes. This was the beginning of

the Second Vatican Council as we know it.

The bishops took the initiative of the Synod by electing 10
committee members, discarding the draft (Latin schemata) that
the organizing committee had prepared for the prelates and
starting to draw up their new agenda. This new agenda put them
in a different atmosphere. The Council was prepared to allow
the most basic seeds of renewal to germinate and to be included
in the discussion of issues, to express in a common language the
mystery of the Christian faith and the message it conveyed.
Pope John XXIII was fond of using the Italian term
‘aggiornamento’ (catching up with the times) to illustrate the
main goal of Vatican II: to make the Church a simple, credible
and visible sign of God’s presence in the world. All of Vatican
II’s documents were written in a pastoral manner. The lay
people of the time were thus energized by the desire to know
more so that they could live out their Christian faith in the
present day. The topics discussed by the prelates of Vatican II
were directly relevant to the lives of the faithful everywhere:
liturgical renewal, the importance of the Word of God in the
Church, the different attitudes towards brothers and sisters of
other Christian denominations in the Church, new attitudes
towards other religions, a deeper understanding of evangel-
ization, the meaning of human development, and even justice in

contact with in one’s daily life. The issues discussed at Vatican
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II have had a tremendous impact. The Second Vatican Council
(commonly known as Vatican II), which lasted 3 years, led by
the Holy Spirit, and after intense discussions among more than
2,000 prelates, rigorous analysis, peaceful consultation, mutual
consensus and votes, promulgated to the Universal Church 16
official documents, including 4 Constitutions, 9 Decrees and 3

Declarations.
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The expression used by Pope Paul VI when he solemnly
promulgated the Dogmatic Constitution of the Church (Lumen
Gentium) on 21 November 1964 was most noteworthy. The first
sentence of the Constitution, “Servant of God, Bishop Paul,
together with the prelates in the Holy Synod, in perpetual
memory,” shows that the Pope, in his capacity as Bishop of
Rome, together with the bishops participating in Vatican II,
negotiated and promulgated the Constitution together, and not
by his papal authority. This fully demonstrated the communion
and the collegial character between the Bishop of Rome and the
other bishops of the Church. Through the Lumen Gentium,
Vatican II also wished to clarify “the relationship between the
primacy of the Pope and the universal episcopate” (LG 22).

The Church is a Communion of Communions. In order to
maintain unity, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, even if
we hold different positions or have different opinions, it is only
natural that we learnt to accept and compromise with each
other!
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50 Years Later

In the 50 years since the Second Vatican Council, there has been

much research, analyses, debates and even schisms over the
Vatican II within the Church. After an in-depth study and
analysis of the 16 documents promulgated by Vatican II, the
renowned Australian theologian Fr. Ormond Rush published a
book entitled “The Vision of Vatican II”. In this book he sets out
24 principles, which he drew from 16 documents of Vatican 11
for citation and explanation. With this work, he hoped that the
Church community, and indeed all students of Theology would
take a broad view and focus on the whole of Vatican II instead
of argument about some details or cling to some of the
trivialities.

The 24 principles described in the book represented the different
viewpoints and perspectives of Vatican II, whose main task was
to renew the Church. These 24 principles are like the 24 streams
that accomplish the task. Fr. Rush believed that these 24
principles could also be used as a measure of the depth of
Vatican II’s influence in the Church community.

Before and after Vatican II, the European Church could be said
to have been immersed in Tridentine theology. The whole
European Church was influenced by the culture of Trent,
whether in the liturgy, in the relationship between the priests and
the laity, or with other Christian churches, or with non-Christian
religious groups, etc. Before Vatican II, Latin theology took
precedence, and Latin music took precedence in the liturgy. The
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However, some of the old generation, including some young
priests and nuns, kept sticking to the Council of Trent. They felt
that they found it difficult to accept the new thinking of Vatican
I1. However, the book “Visions of Vatican II’ clarifies and proves
that the ideas of Vatican II are rooted in the Apostolic Tradition
and the Bible. Why do some people call the Tridentine Church
the closest thing to the image of the Church that Jesus founded?
Here, I would like to share an experience with you. The famous
master Michelangelo painted many frescoes in the Sistine
Chapel in the Vatican, such as “The Creation of Adam” and
“The Last Judgment”, which are now several hundred years old.
Because there were no electric lights in the past, they were all
illuminated by candlelight, so the paintings were covered with
thick smoke stains. However, the images and colors of these
paintings had been deeply engraved in people’s minds. After the
Sistine Chapel was renovated, the centuries-old dirt and soot
were removed from the frescoes by highly skilled craftsmen,
restoring them to their original colours as they were painted by
Michelangelo in those days. However, when some people, who
loved the frescoes in their ‘traditional’ form, looked up at the
new renovated, original colourful frescoes and they felt that they
could not accept these changes. They preferred the traditional
one! The craftsmen who did the renovation had purposely left
some small parts of the previous one just for comparison. The
frescoes covered in dirt and smoke had taken away the status of
Michelangelo’s original paintings in people’s minds! What
people thought that it was the most traditional had replaced the
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original Church founded by Christ. Vatican II wanted just to
remove the old stains and restore the original appearance of the
Church! The vision of Vatican II was to renew the Church, to
remove the dirt and bad habits that had accumulated in its
history, “to bring the light of Christ to all men, a light brightly
visible on the countenance of the Church” .( Lumen Gentium 1)
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Vision and Acceptance

Each of the 16 Vatican II documents has its own individual
theme and vision; but taken as a whole, all the documents share
a common vision. At the same time, each of the 16 documents
identifies the people and groups that would take up their vision
and put them into practice.

In the more than 2,000 years of the Church’s history, there had
been 21 ecumenical councils. From the first Council of Nicaea
(325) to the First Vatican Council (1869), most of these councils
had been convened on a particular subject, such as heresy, or
schisms between society and the Church, or conflicts between
the Church and other churches, and many had been convened to
condemn heresy. Vatican II was unique. Before the opening of
Vatican II, Pope John XXIII had made it clear that the main
purpose of the Council was to renew the Church so that it could
evangelize the modern world, and that no heresy would be
condemned at the Council. The Pope’s approach was very
striking at the time, and unacceptable by a small number of
bishops, because at that time the Church was confronted with

many ideologies, such as relativism, communism, socialism
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and so on. However, the Pope insisted that he would not pass
judgment on any of the ideologies of modern society.

Each of the 16 documents of Vatican II had its own relevant
theme, such as liturgy, the Church, the media, and so on.
However, the content of each document is inter-textually related
to the content of the other 15, in contrast to the previous
councils’ documents, which were separate and distinct. In
addition, each paragraph of the content of each document is
intra-textually related to the content of the entire document. This
is a unique feature of Vatican II documents. In other words,
exploring the vision of Vatican II as a whole requires a careful
examination of the relationship of the documents’ paragraphs to
the document as a whole, as well as its relationship to the other

15 documents, which is indeed a very complex task.

Of the 16 documents of Vatican II, there are 4 Constitutions:
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium),
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei Verbum),
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concilium)
and Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World
(Gaudium et Spes). The first 2 are dogmatic constitutions and
the last 2 are pastoral constitutions. Just as the 4 Gospels of the
Bible are the foundation of the whole New Testament, so these
4 Constitutions are the foundation of the whole council. To find
the Vision of Vatican II it should begin with these 4 charters.
However, we must not ignore the other 12 documents of Vatican
II, including the 9 Decrees and 3 Declarations, for these 12
documents are useful in understanding the deep meaning of the
4 charters.

In addition, we must not forget that the number of people,
countries, nationalities and languages of participants at the
Second Vatican Council exceeded any other Council. It was
attended by some 3,000 bishops and voting members. Vatican
IT lasted 3 years (1962-1965). The average attendance at the
annual meetings held in autumn was over 2,300, with 480
advisers to the various committees; 41 churches not united with
the Catholic Church also sent 173 representatives; all the
participants came from 116 countries. For example, the first
Vatican II document, the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy
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in the year 1546, less than 500 years ago. Not many bishops
attended and most of them were European. The participants
Vatican II came from all over the world and representatives of
other Christian Churches were also invited. The main purpose
of the council of Trent was how to face and condemn the split
of many European churches from the Church of Rome and how
to reform the Church. The situation was very complicated due
to the heavy interference of European states who supported
opposing camps. Vatican II lived in a very different era and
aimed at uniting all Christians so that the Church could better
witness Christ in society and improve its Evangelization work.

Vatican II wanted to go back to the source of our faith, to Jesus’
teaching, the Apostolic Tradition and the early Church fathers.
Two key words used in Vatican II documents can describe the
essence of Vatican II teachings: koinonia (communion) and
missio (sending). Koinonia occurs 111 times in the 16 Vatican

documents and missio 141 times. Let us deepen a bit their

meaning.
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Communion and sending

Vatican II uses the words koinonia (communion) and missio
(sending) to demonstrate the core value of the Church. These
two words are common in the New Testament books of the
Bible and were favourite words used by the early Church and
early church fathers. After the documents of Vatican II were
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published, all over the world, including Hong Kong, the
majority of the faithful and clergy, accepted them with
enthusiasm. However very quickly a small minority started
raising questions and disputing the documents. The majority, as
often happens, remained rather indifferent. The more
traditionalists and conservatives argued that the language and
words of Vatican II were too modern and lacked the taste of
Tridentine theology. In Chinese there is a saying that says,
“those who do not know are not guilty”, but these words are not
applicable to an international city like Hong Kong. In Hong
Kong “those who do not know” can easily become “those who

know”. It depends on whether they are willing to do so!

What we are about to discuss is indeed very relevant to our lives.
First of all, what type of “door”” do we enter when we receive
the Sacraments of Initiation? Do we enter into a structure, an
organization, or an organism, a living body where each one
becomes a member of the body and shares in its work and

mission?

We will start with the word koinonia, a word whose synonyms
are often used, such as union, communion and unity, all of
which occur many times respectively, thus demonstrating the

importance of this topic.

The word “communion” referred to in Vatican II has two
dimensions: “vertical’ and ‘horizontal”. The “vertical” refers to
the communion of the people of God with the Trinity, which
includes the communion of all mankind with the Trinity. The
“horizontal” refers to the communion of brothers and sisters
within the Church, which includes the unity of all mankind.
“Since the Church is in Christ like a
sacrament or as a sign and instrument both of a very closely knit

Vatican II affirms:
union with God and of the unity of the whole human race... so
that all men, joined more closely today by various social,
technical and cultural ties, might also attain fuller unity in
Christ.” (LG 1)
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Further, the communion discussed in Vatican II is not merely
symbolic, but the Church, in the hands of Jesus, becomes an
instrument for promoting human unity.
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“So it is that that messianic people, although it does not actually
include all men, and at times may look like a small flock, is
nonetheless a lasting and sure seed of unity, hope and salvation
for the whole human race. Established by Christ as a
communion of life, charity and truth, it is also used by Him as
an instrument for the redemption of all, and is sent forth into the
whole world as the light of the world and the salt of the earth.”
(Mt 5:13-16) (LG 9)

At this point, I believe you will understand clearly what the
Vision of Vatican II - the renewal of the Church - is all about.
The people of God to whom Vatican II refers are you and L. In
our real lives, when we interact with others, in our participation
in the Mass, we are experiencing this communion with God,
with our other brothers and sisters, with all humanity, so that we
can move towards this purpose in our daily lives, through all our
activities, from work to rest. Vatican Il believes that to believe
in the Trinity is to have a relationship with the Father. If this faith
truly enters into our lives in a tangible way, it would create a
new culture, a culture of human communion. In this way, faith
makes a real contribution to the building of society. In fact, each
religion has its own distinctive character, and if all religions
work together in harmony towards this goal, they can make a

real impact.

“The union of the human family is greatly fortified and fulfilled
by the unity, founded on Christ, of the family of God’s sons.”
(GS 42)

Religious beliefs, on the surface, seem to have little to do with
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the real world; some leaders of certain countries may even argue
that religious thinking is “off the ground” and out of touch with
the world; some even say that building religious sites is a waste
of land and that it would be more beneficial to build schools or

hospitals for the people.

The faithful should have confidence and stand firm, trusting that
their own belief will have an impact on people’s lives and make
a contribution to society; and truly believe that faith in the
Trinitarian God is the most beautiful of all!

All are called to the same end, namely, to God Himself. There
is a similarity between the union of the Holy Trinity of God and
the brotherhood of men that should be established in truth and
love. “Love of God cannot be separated from love of
neighbour” (cft. gaudium-et-spes 24).

The triune God created all things, but none of them is like man,
who is seen as His child and friend. Man should be like his

creator and father, source of love and communion.

“This likeness reveals that man, who is the only creature on
earth which God willed for itself...” (gaudium-et-spes 24).

In fact, the renewal of the Church is the restoration of the
Church as it was founded by Jesus. Our Lord is not alone; He
sees us as children, brothers and friends, and so we should not
be alone either, but in communion with all as the triune God is.

Having understood the meaning of the word ‘communion’, let
us begin our discussion of missio (sending). The Church speaks

of “sending”, “just as Christ was sent by the Father, so also He
sent the apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Sacrosanctum
Concilium 9), “From this source the Church, equipped with the
gifts of its Founder and faithfully guarding His precepts of
charity, humility and self-sacrifice, receives the mission to
proclaim and to spread among all peoples the Kingdom of
Christ and of God and to be, on earth, the initial budding forth

of that kingdom.” (Lumen Gentium 5)

“To accomplish this, Christ sent from the Father His Holy Spirit,
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who was to carry on inwardly His work of redemption and
prompt the Church to spread out.” (Ad Gentes 4)

The Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity (Ad Gentes),
the last of the Vatican II documents, was adopted on 7
December 1965 by 2,394 votes in favour and 5 against, as
already mentioned. It can therefore be quoted to confirm and
deepen the meaning of what the other documents say about the
evangelization of the Church, which is comes from the Trinity
and promoted by the Trinity.

“The pilgrim Church is missionary by her very nature, since it
is from the mission of the Son and the mission of the Holy Spirit
that she draws her origin, in accordance with the decree of God
the Father.” (Ad Gentes 2)

Jesus was sent by the Father and motivated by the Holy Spirit;
the Church’s evangelization work should follow the model of

Jesus.

In the past, Church documents did not use the word ‘missio’,
but rather ‘missionary country’, i.e., evangelization to mission
countries was initiated by the Pope, missionaries were assigned
by the Vatican to the various missions, and the bishops of the
respective missions assigned the work. However, Vatican II
states: “Since the whole Church is missionary, and the work of
evangelization is a basic duty of the People of God”, (Ad Gentes
35) therefore, all believers as members of the Church must share
in its evangelization work. “In the Church there is a diversity of
ministry but a oneness of mission. Christ conferred on the
Apostles and their successors the duty of teaching, sanctifying,
and ruling in His name and power. But the laity likewise share
in the priestly, prophetic, and royal office of Christ and therefore
have their own share in the mission of the whole people of God
in the Church and in the world.” (Decree on the Apostolate of
the Laity (Apostolicam Actuositatem 2))
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Revelation and Faith

The verb revelation has two dimensions: firstly, it is the way in
which a master reveals some truths to his disciples, in a way
they may grasp them well. On their own the disciples wouldn’t
be able to know that there is a mystery, let alone understand it
well. In the Catholic tradition, the Church has promulgated
many such revelations from God. The doctrine of these
revelations is kept either in the Bible or in the Tradition. When
the Church with the authority given to her by Jesus Christ,
promulgates these doctrines, then we call them dogmas that
each faithful must believe. This practice became even more
popular during and after the Council of Trent, when the newly
separated churches were often at odds with Catholicism over
certain doctrines. However, this practice has almost forgotten
the most important aspect of revelation; its importance was
evident even before the preparation of Vatican II: what does
God reveal to us? When the first drafts to be discussed by the
Council were distributed, it was evident that these drafts looked
more like a list of all past dogmas. Something very important
was missing. The majority of the bishops rejected it not because
it was wrong, but because it was incomplete. The Pope’s
purpose in calling Vatican II was to renew the Church and to
restore it to what it was meant to be. The long discussions of the
Council produced one of the best constitutions of the Council.
What God reveals to us is not a set of doctrines to be believed,
which is also important, but the most important aspect of God’s
revelation is that God reveals Himself to us. God is pleased to
reveal Himself to us. “The invisible God out of the abundance

of His love speaks to men as friends.” (Dogmatic Constitution

on Divine Revelation - DV 2). Through revelation, God warmly

invites people to have a relationship with him, a relationship
between father and son. Unfortunately, in the centuries after the
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Council of Trent, the Church continued to focus on dogmas and
catechisms, and seldom on reading the Bible. Even before
Vatican II, there were many movements, such as the biblical
movement and the catechetical renewal movement, which were
very close to the teachings of Vatican II. Although the absolute
majority of the bishops voted in favour of the Constitution
(2,344 yes to 6 no), and the majority of the faithful were glad to
have a New Constitution on Revelation again after the council,
the small but very vociferous group of traditionalists kept
spreading doubts or open opposition to the Constitution.
Unfortunately, a small number of authoritative church leaders
still clung to the practices of the Council of Trent.

The Constitution on Revelation clearly states that God reveals
Himself and His plans to His people in their history. (cfr. Lumen
Gentium 9 and Gaudium et Spes 58). From these documents of

Vatican Il it is clear to us that the emphasis of God’s revelation
is not on the “what”, but on the “who”. Vatican II has repeatedly

reiterated that God reveals Himself and invites people to

converse with Him.
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If you read the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation
(Dei Verbum) carefully, you will notice that each time it
mentions about revelation, it also talks about redemption.
“Through divine revelation, God chose to show forth and
communicate Himself and the eternal decisions of His will
regarding the salvation of men.” (Dei Verbum 6) Revelation
does not reveal any mysterious doctrines, but by revelation it
touches people and enables them to obtain salvation. It is not
just faith that one accepts, but most important is to accept God
himself.

Jesus Christ came into the world to reveal the Father to man, so
that man might know Him and accept Him and thus be saved.
Vatican II goes on to emphasize that man who accepts the
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invitation of the Father naturally receives salvation. The most
important aspect of God’s revelation is that not only God reveals
Himself, but also reveals the mystery of salvation to man. Our
faith, like the revelation of God, has two dimensions: first and
foremost, we accept the invitation of our Heavenly Father, “and
freely assenting to the truth revealed by Him. To make this act
of faith, the grace of God and the interior help of the Holy Spirit
must precede and assist” (Dei Verbum 5). “The Holy Spirit, who
calls all men to Christ by the seeds of the Lord and by the
preaching of the Gospel, stirs up in their hearts a submission to
the faith.” (Dei Verbum 15). Vatican II refers to the renewal of
the life of believers, not only to learn the truth of the faith, but
also to be sincerely obedient. The simplest example of this is
how Christ speaks to us in the Liturgy of the Word at Mass.
After the scriptures have been read, the lector says, “The word
of the Lord” and we respond, “Thanks be to God”. This means
that we accept the word of God and do not just listen to the

contents of a book. The dialogue between God and His people
has been going on for thousands of years and will continue until
the return of Christ. The believer does not inherit a book from
the previous generation, but in each age he dialogues with God
and puts it into practice; and the act of practice is different in
each age. With the progress of the times, the dialogue between
God and the people of God will become deeper and deeper, so
the revelation of God is constantly progressing. Moreover,
because the community of believers - the Church is like a
sacrament - symbolizing the unity of all mankind and their
relationship with God, therefore, the community of believers
must live out the unity of all mankind. “It is the Holy Spirit,
dwelling in those who believe and pervading and ruling over the
Church as a whole, who brings about that wonderful
communion of the faithful.” (Decree on Ecumenism - Unitatis
Redintegratio 2) . “All this holds true not only for Christians,
but for all men of good will in whose hearts grace works in an

unseen way. For, since Christ died for all men, and since the
ultimate vocation of man is in fact one and divine, we ought to
believe that the Holy Spirit in a manner known only to God
offers to every man the possibility of being associated with this
paschal mystery.” (Gaudium et Spes 22).
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Diversity and Unity
Vatican II understands the reality of the “diversity” in the
Church. “For, from the beginning of her history she has learned

to express the message of Christ with the help of the ideas and
terminology of various philosophers, and has tried to clarify it
with their wisdom, too. Her purpose has been to adapt the
Gospel to the grasp of all as well as to the needs of the learned,
insofar as such was appropriate. Indeed, this accommodated
preaching of the revealed word ought to remain the law of all

evangelization.” (Lumen Gentium 44) Vatican II also pointed

out that “the one goodness of God is really communicated in
(Lumen Gentium 62)
Therefore, the Church allows ‘legitimate differences’ (Unitatis
Redintegratio 17),
revising the liturgical books, for legitimate variations and

different ways to His creatures.”

“Provisions shall also be made, when

adaptations to different groups, regions, and peoples, especially
in mission lands, provided that the substantial unity of the
Roman rite is preserved; and this should be borne in mind when
drawing up the rites and devising rubrics.” (Sacrosanctum
Concilium 38) “By virtue of her mission to shed on the whole
world the radiance of the Gospel message, and to unify under
one Spirit all men of whatever nation, race or culture, the
Church stands forth as a sign of that brotherhood which allows

honest dialogue and gives it vigor.” (Gaudium et Spes 92) “All

men are called to be part of this Catholic unity of the people of
God which in promoting universal peace presages it. And there
belong to or are related to it in various ways, the Catholic
faithful, all who believe in Christ, and indeed the whole of
mankind, for all men are called by the grace of God to
salvation.” (Lumen Gentium 13) Vatican II also recognized the

pluralistic nature of modern society and “...esteems highly
those civil authorities and societies which, bearing in mind the

pluralism of contemporary society and respecting religious
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freedom, assist families so that the education of their children
can be imparted in all schools according to the individual moral

and religious principles of the families.” (Declaration on

Christian Education - Gravissimum Educationis 7).

As for the teaching of the faith, the Church does not hesitate to
affirm that the writers of the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John, who were all inspired by the Holy Spirit, “wrote
the four Gospels, selecting some things from the many which
had been handed on by word of mouth or in writing, reducing
some of them to a synthesis, explaining some things in view of
the situation of their churches and preserving the form of
proclamation but always in such fashion that they told us the
honest truth about Jesus.” (cftr. Dei Verbum 18.19)

“However, the heritage handed down by the apostles was
received with differences of form and manner, so that from the
earliest times of the Church it was explained variously in
different places, owing to diversities of genius and conditions of
life.” (Unitatis Redintegratio 14)

Despite this “This variety of local churches with one common
aspiration is splendid evidence of the catholicity of the
undivided Church.” (Lumen Gentium 23)

This is a testimony to the marvelous unity of the Body of Christ
in the midst of change, where the difference of spiritual gifts,
service and workings unites the children of God, because “But
one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them
individually to each person as he wishes.” (1 Co 12:11) (Lumen

Gentium 32) “In the Church there is a diversity of ministry but

a oneness of mission.” (Apostolicam Actuositatem 2 )

The vision of Vatican II is to renew the church, with the aim of
purifying the face of the church so that it can reflect the light of
Christ and be seen by the world. So, where will this renewal
work take place? In the universal church or in the local church?
Here, we must be clear about a concept. The essential nature of
the Church is koinonia (communion) and missio (sending). The
bishop leads a local church, and what is the relationship between
the local church and the universal church? Vatican Il affirms that
“the local Church is a part of the people of God, entrusted to the
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bishop... who form the local Church; here is the One, Holy,
Catholic, Apostolic Church of Christ, present and active.”
(Christus Dominus 11)

In this way, the local Church is a microcosm of the universal
Church. When we attend Mass, we are naturally in communion
with the faithful around the world, for the whole Church, the
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, is present in our
small Church in Hong Kong, for Jesus Christ is present in our
community. All need to understand that the Eucharist is a very
important channel that allows us all to express our Catholic
Communion and where we can share and receive the common

treasure of the universal Church.

With this understanding, we become aware that the renewal of
the Church begins with me and you. To renew the Church that
is present in our daily context. The local liturgy, evangelization
and commitment to society is the work of the local Church as

well as of the universal Church.

The local Church can show its universal spirit by welcoming
people of all races, of all walks of life and of any social status,
without excluding anyone, while keeping a strong unity among
its members. In this way the local Church will become Jesus’
sacrament of unity and communion for all. At the same time, it
will become the best living witness of Jesus’ Gospel. Finally let
us never forget that any renewal always starts from me.
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Since Pope Paul VI issued “Evangelii Nuntiandi” in 1975, the
Church had a new interpretation and a new direction regarding
the mission of ‘“evangelization” — “the Gospel must be
proclaimed”. This new interpretation created some confusion
and caused reforms within the Catholic Church, because
“evangelization” was not a widely known term for Catholics
(including clergy and lay people), and even if they were familiar
with this word, they were confused as to the exact meaning of
it! Many Catholics regard the word “‘evangelization work™ as
something not Catholic but of other Christian Churches,
because according to Catholic tradition, Catholics are not
trained to do evangelization in the streets, to hold evangelization
rallies, etc., while brothers and sisters of other Churches on the

other hand, are accustomed to doing this kind of work.

In the Catholic mind of the past, evangelization was the work of
priests, nuns or specific trained persons: teachers of catechism,
pastoral workers, home visitation and giving them guidance,
these are all evangelization work. But today, a new change has
made it clear that evangelization is the mission of every
Christian, not just the responsibility of some Christians, nor
only the work of foreign missionaries, nor it is limited to the
work of the clergy alone. Evangelization is the work of all the
faithful. Due to this new concept, Catholics are facing
challenges and frustrations.

In his apostolic exhortation “Evangelii Nuntiandi”, Pope Paul
VI states: “May they succeed in inviting the whole People of
God assembled in the Church to make the same meditation; and
may they give a fresh impulse to everyone, especially those

‘who are assiduous in preaching and teaching’, so that each one
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of them may follow ‘a straight course in the message of the
truth’, and may work as a preacher of the Gospel and acquit
himself perfectly of his ministry.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi 5).

In this exhortation, Pope Paul VI also quoted from the Second
Vatican Council’s document “Decree on the Church's
Missionary Activity (Ad Gentes)”: Since the whole Church is
missionary, and the work of evangelization is a basic duty of the
People of God (Evangelii Nuntiandi 59). then we should clearly

understand what evangelization is and how we should
cooperate and carry it out to fulfill this mission.
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Definition of Evangelization

Pope Paul VI defines the meaning of evangelization in his
exhortation “For the Church,
evangelizing means bringing the Good News into all the strata

“Evangelii  Nuntiandi’:
of humanity, and through its influence transforming humanity
from within and making it new: ‘Now I am making the whole
of creation new.’ But there is no new humanity if there are not
first of all new persons renewed by Baptism and by lives lived
according to the Gospel. The purpose of evangelization is
therefore precisely this interior change, and if it had to be
expressed in one sentence the best way of stating it would be to
say that the Church evangelizes when she seeks to convert,
solely through the divine power of the message she proclaims,
both the personal and collective consciences of people, the
activities in which they engage, and the lives and concrete
Nuntiandi 18).

milieu which are theirs.” (Evangelii
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Evangelization can be a very difficult and complex subject, and
even church leaders and evangelizers have debated this issue
endlessly.

Incomplete Concept of Evangelization

In the past, the Catholic concept of evangelization was roughly
classified into the following five views, but none of them was
complete:

(1) “The View of Acceptance”: Advocates of this view believe
that “evangelization” is nothing more than an invitation to
accept people into the Catholic Church, including those who
have been newly baptized or others who have drifted away from
the church for a long time. The emphasis is on the number of

church members.

(2) “Conversion Concept”: This view invites people to have a
relationship with Jesus. Therefore, “evangelizing” is personal.
The assessment depends on the individual’s ability to develop
an inner relationship with Jesus and to respond to Jesus’

invitation.

(3) “Professional view”: This view says that “everything” done
by the parish is evangelization, so the liturgy group says that
liturgy is “evangelization™; the laity formation group say that
formation of the faithful is “evangelization”. Not only do these
ideas fail to create a situation of cooperation and unity, they
create competition and chaos among each other, each with its

own sphere of work.

(4) “Historical view” or “traditional view”’: Those who hold this
view think that the church has been “‘evangelizing” for two
thousand years! The Church has a great tradition in this area, so
just keep on with it. People with this idea are mostly passive
pastoral workers who are not interested in change, let alone seek

change. They are often tired and overworked doing
administrative or pastoral work, and only regard
“evangelization” as another activity or plan! Therefore,

evangelization is not their priority, nor is it their daily routine.

(5) “Social Action Concept™: They believe that evangelization
is simply charity or social justice. Birth rights defenders, anti-

nuclear activists, even a hospitable, caring housewife or social
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4_ worker is an evangelizer.

The above five concepts have both advantages and
disadvantages. They should complete each other. I think all the
advantages should be integrated into a comprehensive concept,
which not only “accepts” people into the church, but also invites
people to “convert” and establish an inner relationship with
Jesus; at the same time, it amalgamates the traditional and
professional views into a comprehensive concept applicable to
the dioceses and parishes, so that all pastoral workers can join

together to accomplish one another’s mission of evangelization.

In fact, these five concepts are widely discussed by theologians
and professional evangelists in the church today, and it is hoped

that they can also reach a consensus on this.
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Basic Definition of Evangelization
Grassroots evangelizers offer several simple and general
definitions of evangelization:

(1) Evangelization is welcoming all into the kingdom of God.

(2) Evangelization is an invitation to a personal and loving
relationship with Christ, who sent by the Father to announce His
Gospel to all, can nourish a relationship of love and care within
the church community.

(3) The third definition includes personal and shared
responsibility: “Evangelization is going beyond the self to
nourish the spiritual life of others.”

(4) Another simple definition of evangelization is: it is like “a
blind beggar leading another blind beggar to survive, and in the
process, both of them regain their sight. This definition points
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out that both the evangelizer and the evangelized need to pursue
and share the Gospel and must be willing to act in a spirit of
mutual respect and communion so as to achieve a continuous

conversion.

Elements of Evangelization

Evangelization needs the following elements:

(1) Love: Love is the first and most important element, love
God, love others and love yourself.

(2) Invitation: Invite people to have an intimate relationship

with Jesus.
(3) Continuous conversion.

(4) Seeking consciously and actively to surpass ourselves and

expand our community.

(5) Nurturing spiritual growth in communities of faith and

worship.
(6) The service of love.

In his exhortation “Evangelii Nuntiandi”’, Pope Paul VI
summed up the prerequisites for effective evangelization in four

words: preaching, repentance, acceptance and service.

(1) Preaching: “The Gospel must be proclaimed by witnesses.
Take a Christian or a handful of Christians who, in the midst of
their own community ... show their capacity for understanding
and accepting, for sharing their life and destiny with other
people... they radiate in an altogether simple and unaffected
way their faith in values that go beyond current values,”

(Evangelii Nuntiandi 21). “Yet, it is still not enough... The Good
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Qe (T HE BAEEEFI R i 0 &

Frul i BART CTALeDE g (Metanoia) >

News proclaimed by the witness of life sooner or later has to be
proclaimed by the word of life. There is no true evangelization
if the name, the teaching, the life, the promises, the kingdom
and the mystery of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God are not
proclaimed.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi 22).

(2) Repentance: The attaining of the kingdom of heaven and
salvation is beyond any human effort. It is the fruit of the Holy
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10) radical conversion, a profound change of mind and heart.”
(Evangelii Nuntiandi 10).
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(4)PRA% TR 4% 2 it £22{oT ¥ R_ (4) Service: “Between evangelization and human advancement
BE DA RN > o it ¥ ATOE - development and liberation - there are in fact profound links. ..
£ 7R ML KiEqpNie- B €Y &% how in fact can one proclaim the new commandment of love
Bigg ¢ odok 2 BRIF IR A A 7343, without promoting in justice and in peace the true, authentic

el &~ R B 2 2 B oL & A 4850 advancement of man? We ourselves have taken care to point this

TEPE T e Eﬁ”ﬁi L€ A out, by recalling that it is impossible to accept that in

XEE2 EEEY auT A GYER %' J(&  evangelization one could or should ignore the importance of the

Fre R ¢ #4gg 31) problems so much discussed today, concerning justice,
liberation, development and peace in the world. This would be
to forget the lesson which comes to us from the Gospel
concerning love of our neighbor who is suffering and in need.”
(Evangelii Nuntiandi 31).

TR R TIE Evangelization and Pastoral Work

o fR TAR® g g a0  RF R T48  In order to better understand the concept of evangelization, we
B el e i® g %blo Ak T45#® | must first clarify the difference between evangelization and
g v AR INERE A 1 94 B3P 45 pastoral work. Originally, evangelization referred to spreading
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the Gospel to those who do not know Jesus and do not believe
in the Lord. To continue the work of cultivating faith in those
who know the Lord and have been baptized, this is actually
pastoral work. These two different names clearly define the two
responsibilities of the church: Evangelization is to introduce
Jesus Christ to those, who are outside the sheepfold and pastoral
work is directed to those who are in the sheepfold.

Evangelization and pastoral work are interrelated activities in
the church: in evangelizing the listeners and leading them to be
baptized, the church needs to continue to shepherd the baptized
people, help them grow in their faith, and enabling them to share

in the mission of evangelization.

In recent years, both theologians and ecclesiastical literature
have used the term evangelization extensively for pastoral
work. The reason: Some church members may have been
baptized as infants with absolutely no exposure to the church,
or no religious formation at all. In other words, they are baptized
believers who do not know Jesus at all, or they are believers
living outside the church, they have never received the first
evangelization. At times the term New Evangelization is used
to indicate this pastoral work for taking care of baptized
Catholics who have drifted away from sheepfold. Evidently we
should keep the difference between these brothers and sisters
and those who live in a non-Christian culture and never heard
of Jesus Christ or they heard it only superficially.

When we say that the evangelizer must first be evangelized, or
we speak of evangelization of the devout or evangelization of
the faithful, we simply indicate that evangelization brings us to
grasp the essential of our faith, Jesus himself, and invites us to
continual proclamation and conversion, bringing the grace of

conversion to the believers.
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(1) Abandoned on the wayside
- Article 63 of Fratelli Tutti describes the space where the Gospel of
Luke ( Lk 10 : 29-37) places the story of the Good Samaritan.

- It happened on the steep road that descends from the city of
Jerusalem (which is built on the hill of Sion) to Jericho (a famous
city at the foot of the hill).

- Jerusalem was both a very important religious centre and a very
busy commercial meeting point.

- Evidently, besides ordinary people, daily commuters using this
road were religious persons (like the priest and the Levite of the
story and merchants, like the Good Samaritan).

- We must know that the Temple employed many priests and
Levites for the maintenance of the Temple and the liturgical
celebrations (day and night). There was a well-planned roster of
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priests and Levites. Many of them preferred having a house in
Jericho where the rent was much cheaper and work in Jerusalem.

- In the Gospel of Luke it is Jesus himself who tells the story to a
man of the law, a Pharisee, who had asked Jesus, “Who is my
neighbour?”

‘Jesus tells the story of a Jewish man assaulted by thieves on
this steep road, and lying injured on the wayside. Several
persons passed him by, but failed to stop. These were people
holding important social positions, yet lacking in real concern
for the common good. They would not waste a couple of
minutes caring for the injured man, or even in calling for help.
Only one person stopped, approached the man and cared for
him personally, even spending his own money to provide for his
needs.’ (63)

Besides giving the injured man some money, what else did the

Good Samaritan give?
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(2) Make time for others as an act of gratuitousness

‘Besides giving some money, what else did the Good Samaritan
give to the injured man? The Good Samaritan also gave the
injured man something that in our frenetic world we cling so
tightly: he gave him his time. Certainly, he had his own plans
for that day, his own needs, commitments and desires. Yet he
was able to put all that aside when confronted with someone in
need. Without even knowing the injured man, he saw him as

deserving of his time and attention.’ (63)

186



A ARG AP LI R 0 BAR
fo A > FFw]§ 33 1»—‘5 o APy R KE
BEARGIF S 6 NPT 4 rriedh o 2 hiE
BEEoant g » NPE ERIEY - RAE
FodedF L P P B ek o kIR

2

— #ATAT o

B eapadb woeA *ﬁ“ﬁ Ak p T
F - A d fgRg &mi%T
tid A 2 B EER s @ A Apign

pEHp o (66)

BLARIEHR A LG EOPR -
BIARkwdp  hiFi oAz 02
Rwdp T L AL R E L b Tk
@riEep e aR > 2 T3 Re o
i o BAPLaERFEIAL T E R
2R o REORE TR T - (139)

‘Let us admit that, for all the progress we have made, we are
still “illiterate” when it comes to accompanying, caring for and
supporting the most frail and vulnerable members of our
developed societies’ (64).

‘By his actions, the Good Samaritan showed that the existence
of each and every individual is deeply tied to that of others: life
is not simply time that passes; life is a time for interactions’ (66).

“The Good Samaritan makes time for the injured man as an act
of “gratuitousness”: the ability to do some things simply
because they are good in themselves, without concern for
personal gain or recompense. Gratuitousness makes it possible
for us to welcome the stranger, even though this brings us no
immediate tangible benefit. Some countries, though, presume to

accept only scientists or investors.” (139)
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(3) Is there fraternal love in today's 'small village'?

In today’s era of the Media, the world is often called ‘the small
village’. Like in a small village each human being no matter
how distant they live, are able through the Media to know in real
time whatever happens in other parts of the world. In
appearance we are all ‘close neighbours’, however without
‘fraternal love and a willingness to make time for others’, even
the person who lives next to my house can become a faraway

stranger.
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‘True, a worldwide tragedy like the Covid-19 pandemic
momentarily revived the sense that we are a global community,
all in the same boat, where one person’s problems are the
problems of all. Once more we realized that no one is saved
alone; we can only be saved together.” (32)

We must be realistic, we cannot deny that there are deep rooted
divisions and selfish interests among people and nations. There
will always be conflicts. However, the time has come when
more and more people of different cultures, religions and
traditions are aware that if we work together, we can create a

new culture of fraternal love and kindness.

‘It is remarkable how the various characters in the story change,
once confronted by the painful sight of the poor man on the
roadside. The distinctions between Judean and Samaritan, priest
and merchant, fade into insignificance. Now there are only two
kinds of people: those who care for someone who is hurting and
those who pass by; those who bend down to help and those who
look the other way and hurry off. Here, all our distinctions,
labels and masks fall away: it is the moment of truth. Will we
bend down to touch and heal the wounds of others? Will we
bend down and help another to get up? This is today’s challenge,
and we should not be afraid to face it. In moments of crisis,
decisions become urgent. It could be said that, here and now,
anyone who is neither a robber nor a passer-by is either injured
himself or bearing an injured person on his shoulders.” (70)
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(4) The culture of encounter

‘In today’s world, the sense of belonging to a single human
family is fading, and the dream of working together for justice
and peace seems an outdated utopia. What reigns instead is a
cool, comfortable and globalized indifference, born of deep
disillusionment concealed behind a deceptive illusion: thinking

188



g A —ELJE SR PR MY o
EAr o ig % G RR e & iEend £ l% =R
E3R r%i G 4% 1 s i o dod AP RS
LN CY 2 Sl e A = ,ifyi&fi’jk TR G
Hag g o A2 HPN DR A A1 F

BEHAPTERF L {oF KL AT fR A2
FAFRITE A G EpF it o AR
¥riune b o @ ffe fpig enz b o (30)

Aoipdn () SV RIeeE(d
o] )R B A
e o

RN R AR = R SR
— B b hkpF £ﬁ;ﬁg_ci i i T i
W&%? VER R E ks %2% 1 Ee B
ST ¢ o AR 4 B By
féi"iuki" REIRE T e o s Ry A
mis AR A BREITARS S
Ff'ﬁ*é; A A B AR WU R
FHGE o AR BT 3 e

FHHEE Foipfr F i AP @A
LT E g E - B A ATARS FREE
Fe Bk { 3 h¥E > ad A F
# ° (1)

(5) SizsiEsE — FLERYEFAR
KAWL LT R A (ELHPR
REEFRRBRE RE DA PR B
DR CBAREFIL LML R N AR
PR BRI FREHEETGES

that we are all-powerful, while failing to realize that we are all
in the same boat. This illusion, unmindful of the great fraternal
values, leads to ‘a sort of cynicism. For that is the temptation we
face if we go down the road of disenchantment and
disappointment... Isolation and withdrawal into one’s own
interests are never the way to restore hope and bring about
renewal. Rather, it is closeness; it is the culture of encounter.
Isolation, no; closeness, yes. Culture clash, no; culture of
encounter, yes.’ (30)

We will hear these words very often in the encyclical. The
opening words of the encyclical immerse us into the subject of

universal fraternal love.

“FRATELLI TUTTI”. ‘With these words, Saint Francis of
Assisi addressed his brothers and sisters and proposed to them
a way of life marked by the flavour of the Gospel. Of the
counsels Francis offered, I would like to select the one in which
he calls for a love that transcends the barriers of geography and
distance, and declares blessed all those who love their brother
“as much when he is far away from him as when he is with
him.” In his simple and direct way, Saint Francis expressed the
essence of a fraternal openness that allows us to acknowledge,
appreciate and love each person, regardless of physical
proximity, regardless of where he or she was born or lives.” (1)

00.

(5) Fraternal love: a common dream

Pope Francis reveals that ‘as I was writing this letter, the Covid-
19 pandemic unexpectedly erupted, exposing our false
securities. Aside from the different ways that various countries
responded to the crisis, their inability to work together became
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quite evident. For all our hyper-connectivity, we witnessed a
fragmentation that made it more difficult to resolve problems
that affect us all.” (7)

The Pope continues saying that it is not his intention to offer a
complete teaching on fraternal love, but rather ‘in this our time,
by acknowledging the dignity of each human person, to
contribute to the rebirth of a universal aspiration to fraternity.’
(6, 8)

‘Here we have a splendid secret that shows us how to dream and
to turn our life into a wonderful adventure. No one can face life
in isolation... We need a community that supports and helps us,
in which we can help one another to keep looking ahead. How
important it is to dream together. .. By ourselves, we risk seeing
mirages, things that are not there. Dreams, on the other hand,
are built together. Let us dream, then, as a single human family,
as fellow travelers sharing the same flesh, as children of the
same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing the
richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with his

or her own voice, brothers and sisters all.” (8)
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(6) Likes and Dislikes

In today’s Media ‘a mechanism of selection comes into play,
whereby I can immediately separate “likes” from “dislikes”,
what I consider attractive from what I deem distasteful. In the
same way, we can choose the people with whom we wish to
share our world. Persons or situations we find unpleasant or
disagreeable are simply deleted in today’s virtual networks; a
virtual circle is then created, isolating us from the real world in

which we are living.” (47)
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‘Anew lifestyle is emerging in our society, where we create only
what we want and exclude all that we cannot control or know
instantly and superficially.” (40) ‘The ability to sit down and
listen to others, typical of interpersonal encounters, is being
replaced by the frantic pace of the modern world that prevents
us from listening attentively to what another person is saying.

Halfway through, we interrupt him and want to contradict what
he has not even finished saying. We must not lose our ability to
listen. Saint Francis heard the voice of God, he heard the voice
of the poor, he heard the voice of the infirm and he heard the
voice of nature. He made of them a way of life. My desire is that
the seed that Saint Francis planted may grow in the hearts of
many’ (48).

‘Together, we can seek the truth in dialogue, in relaxed
conversation or in passionate debate. To do so calls for
perseverance; it entails moments of silence and suffering, yet it
can patiently embrace the broader experience of individuals and
peoples. The process of building fraternity, be it local or
universal, can only be undertaken by spirits that are free and

open to authentic encounters.’ (50)
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(7) Who is my neighbour?

The Pope clarifies, ‘ Although this encyclical is addressed to all
people of good will, regardless of their religious convictions, the
parable of the Good Samaritan is one that any of us can relate
to and find challenging.

‘Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”’ Jesus said to him, “What
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is written in the law? What do you read there?”” The lawyer
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with
all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” And Jesus said
to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live.” But wanting to justify himself, the lawyer asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbour?” Jesus replied, ““A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving
him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that
road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling
came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil
and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought
him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out
two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more
you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour
to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”” The lawyer
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go
and do likewise.” * ( Lk 10 : 25-37)

This parable has one outstanding and very creative point that
truly surpasses all others: in answer to the question “who is my
neighbour”, it doesn’t simply offer a list of neighbours that each
like “friends”,

“countrymen”, “brothers and sisters of the same religion”, “the

one of wus has, “parents”, “relatives”,
poor”, etc. The parable shows us clearly that “my neighbour”
does not exist until I make myself “the neighbour of the person
I come across”, no matter who that person is, a family member
or a complete stranger. At the end of the parable Jesus asks the
lawyer, who had asked the question who is my neighbor:
“Which of these three (the priest, the Levite, the Samaritan), do
you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands
of the robbers?” The lawyer said, “The one who showed him
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” This
conclusion of the parable is really wonderful. The Samaritan
made himself the neighbour of the injured Jew by overcoming
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many barriers. The barrier of racial hatred was definitely the
strongest. Since birth both the injured Jew and the Good
Samaritan were brought up in this hatred. Seven hundred years
earlier, the kingdom of Israel was split into two, the kingdom of
the North (comprising ten tribes, whose capital was Samaria)
and the kingdom of Juda (comprising the remaining tribes of
Juda and Benjamin and whose capital was Jerusalem). There
was already rivalry and hatred between Samaria and Jerusalem.
The hatred reached its climax when the Assyrians in 721 B.C.
destroyed Samaria and deported the majority of the ten tribes to
Assyria as slaves. New Assyrian people were brought to
Samaria. The children born from intermarriages with local
Israelites were called Samaritans. The Jews hated these half-
brothers as descendants of the Assyrians, the arch-enemies of

the Jews.

The Good Samaritan had to overcome this inherited hatred. The
injured Jew could refuse help from a Samaritan! Besides all the
other barriers that we have already discussed, the ethnic or
national hatred so common in our so-called modern societies, is
often the most difficult to overcome. The Good Samaritan,
moved by mercy, through his actions created a path of dialogue
and acceptance with an ‘inherited enemy’. He created a new
culture, ‘the art of encounter’. Fratelli Tutti says: ‘Life, for all

its confrontations, is the art of encounter.’ (215) Encounter that

becomes culture.
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(8) The culture of encounter

Reading about this particular topic in Fratelli Tutti, I suddenly
recalled in my memory many past experiences that are deeply
related with this topic. One memory in particular takes me back
to my first visit to London. I was a young Italian student and
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during the summer holiday I had the opportunity of going to

B 225 4 o B K London to start learning English. In London I met a very nice

English family who helped me a lot. They helped me to find a
part-time summer job. I could work in the morning to cover my
living expenses. In the afternoons I was free to learn English and
British culture. One particular experience impressed me
particularly. The elder son of the family together with his father
and some friends were going to Victoria railway station for a
special activity. They invited me to join them. I had no clue
about the activity; but I joined them. What a joy!

As soon as a new train was arriving, the youth would scatter on
the platforms looking for people in difficulty with their luggage
or small children. I felt that there was a mutual trust between
youth and travelers. No tips were expected or given. There were
the professional porters to take care of that. No complaints. Just
joy and a sense of being welcomed. That activity that I joined
until I had to leave London, makes me now better understand
the encyclical’s words: ‘To speak of a “culture of encounter”
means that we, as a people, should be passionate about meeting
others, seeking points of contact, building bridges, planning a
project that includes everyone. This becomes an aspiration and
a style of life. The subject of this culture is the people, not
simply one part of society that would pacify the rest with the
help of professional and media resources.’ (216)

The encyclical borrowing very aptly from South American
popular songs, uses the poetic expression: ‘Life is the art of
encounter.” (215) That small group of youth willing to make
themselves “neighbor” to strangers coming to England, were
“artists” creating a new song, a new culture. The encyclical
quotes a very early father of the Church, Saint Irenaeus (he died
140 years after the birth of Jesus), who would use the image of
a melody to make the same point: ‘One who seeks the truth
should not concentrate on the differences between one note and
another, thinking as if each was created separately and apart
from the others; instead, he should realize that one and the same

person composed the entire melody.’
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(9) A new culture needs nurturing

The strongest experience I had regarding this topic was a few
decades ago during my first visit to South Africa. It was the time
of apartheid. Everything was segregated, from restaurants to
public toilets, to schools. I was very confused where to take a
bus and where to get off a bus, since all means of transportation
had different stations for different races. One day I was visiting
a Catholic Primary school, which was not segregated. I saw all
the children, white, black and Chinese, happily playing together.
I talked to the principal of the school. He told me: “Apartheid

")

must be taught!” Very correct! If no one teaches children
apartheid, they will never think of it! I like the way Pope Francis
introduces the topic of how to teach the culture of encounter.
First the Pope analyses the nature of culture. A people’s
“culture”, the Pope says, is more than an abstract idea or a lofty
ideal of a few intellectuals. ‘The word culture points to
something deeply embedded within a people, its most cherished

convictions and its way of life.” (216)

Culture must be taught at home, in schools and in society at
large; and the Pope stresses the importance of teaching our new
generation the culture of dialogue and encounter: ‘Let us arm
our children with the weapons of dialogue! Let us teach them to
fight the good fight of the culture of encounter!” (217).

In today’s society we all live, including our children and youth,
in an “obsessive consumerist lifestyle, above all when few
people are capable of maintaining it, which can only lead to
violence and mutual destruction.” The notion of “every man for
himself” will rapidly degenerate into a free-for-all that would
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prove worse than any pandemic. (36)

“True, a worldwide tragedy like the Covid-19 pandemic
momentarily revived the sense that we are a global community,
all in the same boat, where one person’s problems are the
problems of all. Once more we realized that no one is saved

alone; we can only be saved together.” (32)

However, the encyclical invites us to continue meditating on the

painful lesson that the pandemic is teaching us.

“The pain, uncertainty and fear, and the realization of our own
limitations, brought on by the pandemic have only made it all
the more urgent that we rethink our styles of life, our
relationships, the organization of our societies and, above all,

the meaning of our existence.’ (33)

The encyclical employs some very important new expressions
to describe this new culture of encounter. It would be a
marvelous thing for us adults to learn these new expressions by
teaching them to our children and youth. The encyclical says:
‘Recognizing that all people are our brothers and sisters, and
seeking “forms of social friendship” that include everyone, is
not merely utopian. It demands a decisive commitment to
devising effective means to this end. Any effort along these lines
becomes a “noble exercise of charity”. For whereas individuals
can help others in need, when they join together in “initiating
social processes of fraternity and justice for all”, they enter the
“field of charity at its most vast, namely political charity”. This
entails working for a social and political order whose soul is
“social charity”. Once more, | appeal for a renewed appreciation
of “politics as a lofty vocation and one of the highest forms of
charity, inasmuch as it seeks the common good.” * (180)

‘Only by cultivating this way of relating to one another will we
make possible a social friendship that excludes no one and a
fraternity that is open to all.” (94)

In the Gospel Jesus says: ‘I was a stranger and you welcomed
me.” (Mt 25:35) Jesus could speak those words because he had
an open heart, sensitive to the difficulties of others. Saint Paul

196


https://www.ccreadbible.org/Chinese%20Bible/sigao/Matthew_bible_Ch_25_.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25

Eo kA Ep AP T REE Ro-F
T@omwrg- puze (12115

B AP ERPGEBE R I ALY A
SRR % ,azﬁfﬁ&mﬁb%fr%
i F AP *{4@,,\4%@&5@ Jts A F_

A T g o (1258 7)(84)

bodk (n A A T - S Fode kR
Fii’”ﬁ“W@ﬁWﬁW%éﬁi%
AR TR P A S T BT R
* gy o (GL)) 0 2220223 % 224 0%
i’“frf}fﬂi T ENEE S < RGN

5T o

TLPE > 3Pk 2 pE A fofd 4 Bl A g
W AR T E B e R
DI 2= AL s O B S ISR I IR 3 - s B
FERACT p L fla Bl A o B A -
B R aRE s - B A 4
BOBILE A ek AP E XN Rk
P VP A RIEREE L€ 3 R A
R L PR o F LEAF R AT
B ERA A G Y ARG FoF A L
LENMEEE A TG E AN LAE
2 VS VO RrAGT AP ed B
ABERE (R~ R A R e LB
oL B ERER T A RATAT
teie o B RATELL - (224)

3=
E\‘I’

;\4\

urges us to rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep. (Rom 12:15) When our hearts do this, they are capable of
identifying with others without worrying about where they were
born or come from. In the process, we come to experience
others as our “own flesh”. (Is 58:7) (84)

If you feel that everything we have said sounds fine and
important, then where should we start building better human
relationships? I would like to suggest a very practical exercise
that the encyclical explains in three articles, 222, 223, 224 on
‘Recovering Kindness’. We can all do it easily.

‘Often nowadays we find neither the time nor the energy to stop

2 e

and be kind to others, to say “excuse me”, “pardon me”, “thank
you”. Yet every now and then, miraculously, a kind person
appears and is willing to set everything else aside in order to
show interest, to give the gift of a smile, to speak a word of
encouragement, to listen amid general indifference. If we make
a daily effort to do exactly this, we can create a healthy social
atmosphere in which misunderstandings can be overcome and
conflict forestalled. Kindness ought to be cultivated; it is no
superficial bourgeois virtue. Precisely because it entails esteem
and respect for others, once kindness becomes a culture within
society it transforms lifestyles, relationships and the ways ideas
are discussed and compared. Kindness facilitates the quest for
consensus; it opens new paths where hostility and conflict

would burn all bridges.’ (224)
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(10) Religions at the service of Fraternity in our world

Pope Francis leaves the last chapter of the encyclical ‘Fratelli
Tutti’ to deal with a very practical and fundamental issue: what
the world would be, if all religions worked together to create a
new culture in today’s society? Speaking for the Catholic
Church, the Pope reaffirms the traditional position of the
Church:
political life, does not restrict her mission to the private sphere.

‘The Church, while respecting the autonomy of

On the contrary, she cannot and must not remain on the sidelines
in the building of a better world, or fail to reawaken the spiritual
energy that can contribute to the betterment of society.” (276)

‘It is true that religious ministers must not engage in the party
politics that are the proper domain of the laity, but neither can
they renounce the political dimension of life itself, which
involves a constant attention to the common good and a concern
for integral human development. The Church has a public role
over and above her charitable and educational activities. She
works for the advancement of humanity and of universal
fraternity.’ (276)

A second question strictly linked to the previous one is: should
we leave this very delicate and complicated issue to a group of

experts from various Churches and religions?

Only a few decades ago, ecumenism for the unity of the many
divided Christian Churches, and dialogue among different
religions were considered exclusive topics to be discussed by
experts. The general public had little to offer.

Today, after Vatican II, the general public plays a primary role.
It 1s primarily the staunch hope, the increased knowledge, the
fervent prayers and deep desire of the community of believers,
who want to practice what they believe and pray for, that has
become the clear sign that the Holy Spirit is at work.

‘Dialogue between the followers of different religions does not
take place simply for the sake of diplomacy, consideration or
tolerance. In the words of the Bishops of India, ‘the goal of
dialogue is to establish friendship, peace and harmony, and to
share spiritual and moral values and experiences in a spirit of
truth and love.” (271)
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‘From our faith experience and from the wisdom accumulated
over centuries, but also from lessons learned from our many
weaknesses and failures, we, the believers of the different
religions, know that our witness to God benefits our societies.
The effort to seek God with a sincere heart, provided it is never
sullied by ideological or self-serving aims, helps us recognize
one another as travelling companions, truly brothers and sisters.’
(274)

Let us stop for a while and ask ourselves, do we really and
deeply believe that ‘we, the believers of different religions know
that our witness to God benefits our societies?’ If we are truly
aware that our belief in God is our first important contribution
to the building of a new and more humane culture in today’s
society, then we will agree with the following words, ‘we want
to be a Church that serves, that leaves home and goes forth from
its places of worship, goes forth from its sacristies, in order to
accompany life, to sustain hope, to be the sign of unity... to
build bridges,

reconciliation.” (276)

to break down walls, to sow seeds of

And we would easily agree with the encyclical’s statement, ‘It
is wrong when the only voices to be heard in public debate are
those of the powerful and “experts”. Room needs to be made
for reflections born of religious traditions that are the repository
of centuries of experience and wisdom. For religious classics
can prove meaningful in every age; they have an enduring
power to open new horizons, to stimulate thought, to expand the
mind and the heart. Yet often they are viewed with disdain as a

result of the myopia of a certain rationalism’ (275).

‘As believers, we are convinced that, without an openness to the
Father of all, there will be no solid and stable reasons for an
appeal to fraternity. We are certain that only with this awareness
that we are not orphans, but children, can we live in peace with
one another. For reason, by itself, is capable of grasping the
equality between men and of giving stability to their civic
coexistence, but it cannot establish fraternity.’ (272)

I like to add here a very personal and very simple experience I
had in Italy for a few years during the war. I must have been
eight or nine years old. We did not have much to eat. [ remember
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that I heard from farmers telling us that after they had collected
the crop of wheat, grapes, nuts etc., we were allowed in to glean
the leftovers. I didn’t know then and nobody told me that
gleaning had anything to do with religion. But I found gleaning
a wonderful tradition. When, years later, | started reading the
Bible, I found out that gleaning together with other similar
traditions have their origin in the Bible. Religion is at the service
of mankind.

“When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not glean
what is left; it shall be for the sojourner, the orphan, and the
widow. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt.”
(Dt 24:21-22)

Another Bible story linked to gleaning is the book of Ruth. Ruth
was a foreign young girl, who happened one day to glean
leftovers of wheat in the fields of a rich Jewish man. This man
later married Ruth. What is amazing is that the name of this
foreign gleaner appears in the genealogy of the Messiah. (Mt
1:5) Indeed we can say that gleaning is part of that popular
culture of encounter and Fraternity. All I have tried to share with
you so far is just gleaning from the beautiful encyclical ‘Fratelli
Tutti’. You may want to go directly to the encyclical and read it
through in its entirety. Wonderful. However, the most important
thing is that we start or continue carrying out in our daily life
whatever we have been able to learn in these few gleanings. The
best surprise for us will be when we will encounter people of
different belief or even of no particular belief, who in their daily
life truly make themselves a brother or a sister to each person
they come across in their journeying. Let us continue walking

together with all brothers and sisters learning from one another.

Please watch - 252 /7765 (Fratelli tutti 57260t ) 8
2020
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Dear friends, when you see the topic “How to talk about God
today”, do you find this question full of flaws? I would like to
give an example to illustrate my point. Take for instance, the
mobile telemarketers, in trying to sell the phones, they must first
understand and master all the functions of the phone they are
selling before they can sell them to customers. As to “how” to
sell, they must learn the skills and methods. From this example,
when we want to discuss about God, do we really know who
God is, have we really fully grasped the concept that God is a
great mystery? If not, we should ask what we mean to talk about
God? Who is God or to whom do we talk about God? If we are
like a salesman looking for “how” to sell a mobile phone, we
can only find the “God” of Steve Jobs (Apple CEO Steve Jobs),
not the Job of the Bible, the God of Job!

Many people use “God” or the name “God” to “solve” the
things they cannot solve, or to declare that it is the will of God.
“God” has become the master key. There are also many people
who say they do not believe in God. You do not need to be
nervous after hearing that, because the “god” they talk about
may have nothing to do with God. A French philosopher, a
professed atheist, believes that God is not a panacea for all. But
God is not a panacea for everything. The “god” of this atheist is
not God at all. God is the greatest mystery of mankind, a
mystery beyond human understanding.

God is not a thing, not a stone among a heap of stones. Rather,
God is present in every stone, and every stone is in God. God is
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the source of all stones. If the stones are built into a bridge, God
is in the bridge; if the stones are built into a wall, God is in the
wall. When some people refer to God and creation, they see it
as a contest between God and the created things, that is, God is
in possession of all creation, but each of the created things is in
opposition. However, God is not a boulder that wants to cover
up all stones. God is the source, and all creation exists in the
breath of God.

What does the term “God” mean? The term “heavenly master”
or “heavenly king” that Chinese Christians use to call God was
coined by Father Matteo Ricci after he came to China. Matteo
Ricci pointed out that “God” referred to the God who created
everything. But Jesus also let us know that God is not only
creator, He is also the “Father”. Matteo Ricci believed that the
term “Heavenly Master” or “Heavenly King” was more

acceptable to those who did not yet know the “Father”.
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1. Why do we talk about God? God reveals himself through
man. Because man can hear God, and God speaks to man. The
Bible records what God spoke to Abraham, Moses, and the
prophets, who would then communicate the word of God and
the messages they received to the people. When man, through
the testimony of others, hears God speaking to him, he then can
do what he can - that is to hear God. This is the best way of
listening to God, through communion and sharing with others.

Some people think that God is too silent, especially in the face
of injustice. They often wish to hear God speak. The fact is that
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God keeps speaking to us through all things in the universe. It
is only that people do not quiet down to actively listen!

When Abraham, Moses, the prophets, or one of those that
received a message from God, they would share it with others,
and they would immediately spread the message. They would
not be like some animals that just consume the food all by
themselves once they found it. These messengers of God do not
simply compile the messages into books for others to read and
interpret. They live out the Word of God for others to see.
Therefore, the messenger becomes the message itself. Jesus sent
out his disciples two by two to preach his gospel to all, using
their own lives as witnesses to Christ.
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2. In the field of education today, many teachers are looking for
new teaching methods, new teaching skills, and new resources
to attract students’ interest, but often forget to ask what the
purpose of education is. As a result, the energy of both teachers
and students is sapped but interest in learning is lost. Students
will fretfully ask, “What is learning for me? What is the use of
learning these things?” To ask all the time whether this or that is
useful or useless is a very dangerous thing, and it is easy to cause
various social phenomena such as discrimination and rejection.
The yearning for “truth, goodness, beauty” and the like will also
lose their urgency, because “truth” will become arbitrary,
“goodness” too abstract, and “beauty’ will become only a man-
made thing. If education is nothing but a desire for knowledge
of how things work and no longer focuses on life and the pursuit
of truth, education will lose its meaning. The same is true for the
Church. If the so-called new evangelization only concentrates
on the “how” — such as seeking better evangelization techniques
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and adding more information, it is then better to stay with the

old evangelization!

3. How to speak of God “today’’? We should learn from St. Peter
when he spoke to the Jews about the resurrection of Jesus.
Please read Acts 2:14-36. Peter quotes the prophets who
pointed out how their past history was closely related to what he
preaches “today”. The prophecy of God is realized “today”.
What is hidden in God has been revealed “today”.

4. Likewise, when St. Paul preached to the Greeks, especially
the intellectuals, he tried his best to tell these Gentiles that the
God he preached was relevant to their daily life, history and
culture. “God has endured all nations in past ages allowing them
to go their own ways, but He Himself testifies to His goodness
by giving you rain and fruitful seasons from heaven, filling your
hearts with food and joy.” (Acts 14:16-17) Saint Paul exhorted
them: “If they seek God, perhaps they may grope and find him.
But in reality, he is not far from each one of us, because we live,
act, and exist in him, just as some of your poets say: ‘So we are
also his children.” (Acts 17:27-28) Because Jesus Christ is all-

encompassing, in whom we live or act.

5. Another question is: to whom do we speak of God? If we are
just self-centred, talking to ourselves, ignoring your listener’s,
and just do whatever we want, then we don’t know to whom we
are speaking, and we do not understand the needs of the
listeners. This is an attitude that needs to be reviewed! Just like
when you say “I love you” to someone, what do you exactly
want to express? Do you want him/her to be with you all the
time, do you want him/her to be happy, or do you want yourself
to be content and happy? However, this joy will perish because

death is a natural law.
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6. Ultra-conservative believers often use “God” to solve all
problems. They believe that all answers to any problem are
found in the Bible. If “God” is the master key, then he must be
a controller of everything, and all atheists will surely rise up
against him. There is no need then to find an answer to any
question. Then why talk about God? When two people face
each other, why not talk about you and me rather than talking
about God! If two people do not want to listen to each other but
force the other person to listen to him, there is a feeling of
contradiction.

Ultra-conservative believers are actually atheists. To them all
problems are not problems. Problems do not exist at all! What
ultra-conservative believers have in common with atheists is the
constant reference to “God”. Atheists often refer to “God” in
order to resist “God”’; ultra-conservative believers believe that
“God” is the answer to all problems and must therefore must be
known by all... Hence, they often make references to “God”.

In Greek mythology, there was a monster with many heads.
Someone tried to kill it. Who would have known that when one
head was cut off, another head would sprout up immediately,
and it was impossible to kill it. Both ultra-conservative believers
and atheists associate themselves with “God”, one to support,
the other to resist. Both consider themselves in control of
“God”. Jesus said, “On that day many will say to me: Lord!
Lord! Have not we prophesied in your name, cast out devils in
your name, and performed many miracles in your name? At that
time, [ will declare to them: I have never known you. You evil-
doers, leave me!” (Mt7:22-23) Some people say too easily:
Lord! Oh God! But they do not know the “Father” Jesus spoke
of. Jesus said, “There is no one who knows who the Father is
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ATRRECT fPA fha g - BILENR EGRE except the Son, and those whom the Son wills to reveal.” (Lk
e ) (B 10 1 22)PRgR s F 4 T X 10:22) Jesus criticized those who often talked about “God”,
ERIE-ReS. 1 3 RSN AF SR N ?.5 = who treated the biggest mystery as an ornament that can be
- EE o P B A NRRE 2 RP KA placed anywhere in their home. Jesus added: “It is not the one
S AR o BRgkr AF L3 1T 2 £ who says ‘Lord! Lord!” that can enter the kingdom of heaven;
LESEUER G NN i = s R T‘usé X but he who does the will of my Father. ( Mt 7:21) If you really
p @ AFRKEFEN X 2K g F 04 > % know God, you do not just talk and do nothing, but will work

“'E

AR ) (BB 7:21)% E aRiiE* 40 forjustice and love others as a witness for the Lord.
e EHEA A LA IFEL;B_:%Q 7o

BB Ao

FRARZRDEL LR ERT 7. Some have suggested that instead of arguing about “God”,
7o & ) why not work together for justice, love others with mercy and
EX AR Sy replace words with actions. A silent loving heart weighs heavier
kR prig i 3 A 1% than truth! These words sound pleasing to the ear, but it seems
% «‘E‘eﬁ BEEL z like there is no God. It is easy for people in modern time to
EARSE R ) Jﬁ accept this kind of thinking and this kind of actions, thinking
1 F.upa‘* x4 that knowing God is not important, but the way we live is. These
ESFER G AL BT * words imply that even if there is no God we can still live well,
FALRAR and work together for the welfare of the world. This theory is
FRA o A RERF %29 ¥ very appealing to teenagers, because once you think you are in
Ho L HIAHE BA G T mie »  the right you can do anything, or if someone advocates
R R AR g A EHSG AT M something and someone follows, everyone else can follow suit.
BH B R A It is very difficult for people to figure out what absolute
o F B righteousness is. The above theory, which holds that knowing

God does not improve the way of life, differs from atheism. It
holds the notion that nonbelievers or people of other religions
can still be upright, virtuous, and loving, just without God.

R AApE 0 B HR A aRLE s A v YetIbelieve that without the knowledge of God, man still needs
TEHB A2 2K HA - €48 to know what righteousness is, what love is, what kindness is,
LE A KR4 HE Ao &/ and what ethics and morals are. If man is the only measure of
A R OR 0 7R3kEET 2 good and evil, there will be no principles or laws that all
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mankind can accept because everyone can have their own

propositions and interpretations.

Besides, there will no absolute atheism either and it will be is
impossible for a person to be a true atheist. If you ask someone,
“do you believe in God?” the answer can be yes or no. Rather
you should ask: Is there anything absolute in your life? A true
atheist cannot have “the absolute” or hope to make everyone
atheist, let alone deify anyone or anything, including himself.
Neither can he deify money, economy, entertainment, or
careers. If you are truly an atheist, nothing in the world is
absolute. Is it not very conflicting? I want everyone again to
think about the story of the multi-headed monster that gave birth
to another head once a head was cut off. People resist God, but
make another “God” appear. Taken to the extreme, atheists also

end up creating a god for themselves.
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Man cannot be responsible for all times. Our responsibility is
“today”. In fact, in every era, human beings have a common
destiny. People can be happy because they can love; people can
be fearful and anxious because they have to face death. Human
beings “today” not only realize their own limitations, but also
realize the impending threat of death. Humans “today” know
that when a person dies, his journey in this world ends, and they
know that the entire human race will end as well. By way of an
atomic explosion, or even a nuclear explosion, people can

disappear in an instant.

On August 6, 1945, the world’s first atomic bomb was dropped
on Hiroshima, Japan, killing hundreds of thousands of Japanese
civilians. Therefore, many people set this day as the beginning
of a new era — the post-human era. People wake up to the
constant destruction of nature by human beings, so many people
focus on environmental protection. Many people prefer to hide
themselves and bury themselves in the virtual electronic world.
Some people endeavour to build smart cities, using all kinds of
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information technology or innovative ideas to integrate urban
constituent systems and services to improve the efficiency of
resource utilization, optimize urban management and services,

and improve the quality of life of citizens.

Whatever the people may think, they do not think about God or
believe in God. The same is true in traditionally Catholic
countries. Now is the time for us to peruse Jesus’ parable of the
weeds. (Mt 13:24-30) “Today” is the best of times to imagine
the future and see the growth of wheat. “Today” can also be said
to be the worst of times to see how the weeds have grown so tall
as to cover the wheat any time. Is the wheat better than the weed,
or is the weed better than the wheat? Or are the wheat and weeds
present at the same time? Jesus reminds us to be careful, “Lest
you gather the weeds and pluck out the wheat.” ( Mt 13:29)

The Catholic faith is quite realistic. We are not beset by the
notion that the world is constantly progressing. Progress will
bring pain; and the wheat and the weeds will certainly co-exist.
The hope of our faith is that “when I [Jesus] am lifted up from
the earth, I will draw all men to me”. (Jn 12:32) “Lifted up” has
a double meaning. First, when Jesus was being crucified, he was
first nailed to a cross-bar, and then the cross-bar on which Jesus
was nailed was pulled with a rope to the vertical wood that had
already been erected. The other refers to the ascension of Jesus
sitting at the right hand of the Father. The most painful moment
of Jesus’ death on the cross was the moment of the resurrection
of mankind. Just like the moment of childbirth, a pregnant
mother goes through the most painful moment of her life; but
when a new life is born, all her pains are forgotten, and everyone
is filled with joy. We believe that as that day draws near, there
will be more and more suffering in the world. “When I [Jesus]
am lifted up from the earth, I will draw people to me”. Truly, the
entire universe is looking forward to the birth of a new heaven
and a new earth. Being so, the entire universe must protect the
wheat, not removing the wheat in the process of plucking out
the weeds. The whole universe is to look forward with hope,
courage and resolution to the time when people will come and

take refuge in Jesus.
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(27) Keep losing after losing

Leave everything for Christ
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I am shivering from the cold. My naked body is drenched in
cold sweat. Spring night in Jerusalem is not usually cold;

however, tonight is not an ordinary night!

Jesus, our Lord, has been arrested.

He has been praying at the Garden of Gethsemane, and
everything seems tranquil and peaceful. Several of our fellow
companions are fast asleep next to him. Suddenly, a large group
of soldiers arrive in great force, and it turns out that the leader is
that guileful Judas. He comes up to give my Lord a kiss, and
immediately two soldiers step forward and grab my Lord. Our
sleeping fellow companions jump up, and someone raises a
sword trying to protect our Lord and strikes out at a soldier. All
the others dash out of the garden. I am at a loss and slow to react.
A soldier grabs at the sackcloth I have on my body. Luckily, it
falls down from my body as I run away ignoring the soldiers
pointing at my bare back and laughing out loud.

I manage to get away. If it is just ordinary clothing that I was
wearing, it would mean that I would be caught. However, this
is not why I only wear sackcloth!
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I am so fascinated by Jesus that I cannot take my eyes off him
and have to be with him day and night. His teachings strike
straight into the depth of my heart beyond the grasp of my mind,
my hopes and expectations. I stand and watch in awe at his
miracles. But all these are not why I am attracted to him. I have
been firmly grasped by him all because of his compelling
charisma. Everything he says, every time he stretches out his
hand to touch someone, there is an abundance of love and care.
So I follow him everywhere, over mountains and seas, having

walked hundreds of miles all over Galilee.

He once meets a young man, well-dressed and apparently from
a rich family, who also wants to follow him. “Teacher, what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus says, “Sell all your
possessions and follow me.” Disheartened by the saying, he
goes away feeling sorrowful. I am not rich. And this is an
advantage. | have left everything to follow Jesus, everything. I
have sold what can be sold; I have given away what can be
given away, except a piece of sackcloth to cover my body and a
rope to fasten it up with. It could be that I am still young and
Jesus has not chosen me to be an apostle. Nevertheless, [ am no
less devoted and faithful to him than the apostles.

Tonight Jesus is arrested at Gethsemane. Many of our fellow
companions flee; so do I, panicked and do not know what to do.
No one wants to be caught by the soldiers.

I panic and flee. As the soldier grabs the sackcloth on my body,
it falls off. That is how I manage to get away naked.

I thought I have given up everything to follow Jesus, everything,
except a piece of sackcloth. Tonight, that piece of sackcloth is
gone too, and I become the laughingstock. At the same time, I
am also ashamed of myself. Instead of sticking with Jesus and
laying down my life for him, I desert him, naked.

What Jesus has said about leaving everything to follow him not
only includes this piece of sackcloth but also my dignity. And
my self-praise and pride as well. It is then that I have absolutely
nothing.

As the legend goes, if this young man is St. Mark, his surrender
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does not stop here. He eventually renounces his life for Jesus as
amartyr on the street of Alexandria. Luke 14:33 “Teacher, what
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus says, “Sell all your
possessions and follow me. So therefore, none of you can

become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

Tao Te Ching 48: “Pursue Tao, and you will become

increasingly humble. Keep humbling yourself, and you will

reach the state of being free.”
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